3346

House, said he would convey the subject
of the remarks to his colleague, the Min-
ister for Agriculture, In due course.

He obviously did that because he in-
tended to say something on behalf of his
colieague, the Minister for Agriculture. I
now fee]l that since he did not attempt
to say something when he moved for the
special adjournment I have been, in a
way, responsible for preventing him from
making such comments. That was not
my intention at all.

My action was based on the thought
that if ministerial statements were made
at the adjournment, then anybody else wha
desired to say something in connection
with the particular statement could com-
ment at that stage, whereas he could not
say anything at the point when the Min-
ister had bheen granted permission to make
a personal explanation to the House.

It is not really a personal explanafion.
What Mr. Dolan intended to do was to say
something on behalf of one of his minis-
terial colleagues. In my view a personal
explanation is something which a member
of this House gives concerning & matter
which affects him personally. The
matter before us, however, does not affect
the Leader of the House really, it affects
the Minister for Agriculture,

In the circumstances I feel that in the
future I should shut up and not try to be
of any help in matters of this kind because
otherwise it could cause some difficulty.
The Leader of the House did not see fit to
take the cue; and now in an endeavour to
put matters right I apologise for any incon-
venience I may have caused and I invite
the Leader of the House to make the
comment supplied by his ministerial col-
league (Mr, H. D. Evans) so0 we cah all
hear what it is.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE

THE HON. J. DOLAN (South-East
Metropolitan—Leader of the House) [5.16
pm.]: I move—

That the House do now adjourn.

THE HON. R. J. L. WILLIAMS (Metro-
politan) [5.17 p.m.): Mr. President, a set of
cireumstances occurred this afternoon
which causes me to rise to my feet and
ask for your guidance in the matter;
because I reallse you are the protector of
our constitutional rights as members
within this House.

This afternoon 1 heard something
which I regard as unconstitutional, and if
it is proved otherwise at the appropriate
time I will apologise to the House. This
afternoon I heard the expression used
four times from the Government side of
the House, and I read it in a question from
the Opposltion side, when a reference was
made to the Australlan Government,

[ASSEMBLY.]

I do not know what the Australian
Government is. I know there is a Com-
monwealth Government, and it would
seem that the framers of the second read-
ing speech which was delivered by the
Attorney-General also do not know what
the Australlan Government is, because on
page 8 of the notes they refer to the fact
that the Commonwealth has now pro-
claimed the Jury Exemption Act.

We are Australians: and our State
Parliament is an Australian Parliament;
it is sovereign in its own right; and if
and when in the fullness of time you,
Sir, investigate my objection I would ask
you to direct in point of fact that refer-
ence in this House, to the “Australian Par-
llament” be struck from the Hansard.
and that the term “Australian Parliament”
be not legal until such time as it is pro-
claimed by Act of Parliament and accepted
by the several separate Parliaments within
the Commonwealh.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: The Constituticn
must first be altered.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I will give
consideration to the matter raised by The
Hon. R. J. L. Williams and give my ruling
to the House when it next meets.

House adjourned at 5.19 p.m.

egislative Assembly

Wednesday, the 19th September, 1973

The SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) took the-
Chajr at 2,15 p.m., and read prayers.

DAIRY INDUSTRY BILL
Third Reading

MR. H. D. EVANS (Warren—Mlnister
for Agriculture) [2.18 p.m.1: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

MR. I. W. MANNING (Wellington) [2.12
pm.l: I would llke to make one or two
brief comments on the thir@ reading of
the measure before it leaves this Chamber.
The concept of the legislation was to amai-
gamate two sectlons of one industry; that
is, to unify the Industry under one admin-
istrative body.

Despite the efforts of the Opposition dur-
ing the Commitiee stage, that object has
not been achleved. The administration of
the Industry remalns divided. The primary
sectlon of the industry is to be administered
by a Government department, The second-
ary section will he administered by the
dalry industry authority, on which there is
to be a wealth of sectional representation
including a majority of primary producers.
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DPespite the quallfications of the repre-
sentatives on the authority and the exper-
tise of the staff, prices and margins in the
industry are to be Axed by an ocutside
tribunal, with the Minister for Agriculture
retaining the final say as to whether prices
are to be adjusted. An advisory commit-
tee is to be set up, and, In spite of the
extent of the sectlonal representation on
the authority, the advisory committee is to
intercede on behalf of sections or persons
not directly represented on the authority.

Vesting, which has been a highly con-
tentlous subject within the Industry for a
long time, remains in the Bill; and I believe
it will be a contentious issue during the
progress of this leglslation through Parlia-
ment,

The Bill has one or two good aspects,
and one of the very Important ones is the
introduction of an amendment to provide
for negotiability of quotas. I said during
the second reading debate that this was a
serious omission from the Bill, and I com-
mend the Minister for seeing the wisdom
of Including this matter in the legisiation by
way of amendment,

I think the Bill will remain contentious
but it leaves this Chamber a much maore
desirable plece of legisiation than it was
when It was introduced. I support the
third reading.

MR. BLAIKIE (Vasse) [2.23 pm.1: I
also desire to make some comments dur-
ing the third reading debate on this Bill.
I think it is just as well to remind the
House that the first reading of the Bl
was taken on the 4th October, 1972, which
is almost 12 months ago. The Minister’s
second reading speech was given on the
5th Qectober, 1972,

I raise these matters because I take
strong exception to the utterances of the
Minister and the Premier in relation to
the Opposition’s supposed opposition to
this measure. I believe that had the
Government shown in respect of this Bill
the consideration it was supposed to show,
the matter would have been finalised In
this House many months ago. Instead,
we have the situation that almost 12
months after the Bill was first introduced
we have at last reached the third reading
stage. 1 believe this is an indictment of
the Government.

I also take exception to the manner in
which the questions I have asked have
been answered by members of the Gov-
ernment—in particular, by the Premier.
I asked a question of the Premier on the
22nd August. In question 2 without notice
on that day I asked whether, in view of
the fact that the Blll was meeting with
opposition, the oppositlon was coming
from within the Government. The bre-
mier replied—

The honourable member, together
with other members of the Oppositicn,
made it perfectly clear that the in-
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tention was to obstruct the passage of
the Bill and the Government decided
therefore that, in such circumstances,
the prudent course to follow was to
drop the Bill down on the notice
paper . . .

I would not wish to take up the time of
the House debating a matter which was not
important. However, I believe this legls-
lation is very important and as far as I
am concerned I intend to have my objec-
tions to the Premier’s attitude recorded.
In fact, the Premler has cast an aspersion
on me in this matter as well as on the
members of my party. He made it per-
fectly clear that my intention was to ob-
struet the passage of the legislation. That
1s a lot of rot and it is very far from the
truth.

Mr. O°Connor: The Minister for Agri-
culture handled it carelessly.

Mr, Taylor: The Premier pointed out a
number of instances where your people
said it would not get through.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BLATKIE: If I could continue, I am
quite disgusted with the attitude taken and
the statements made by the Minister for
Agriculture on this issue, and I would ke to
refer to a letter in the Busselton-Margaret
Times on the 12th September, 1973.

Mr. O'Connor: I saild he handled it
carelessly and he did.
Mr. May: Why did you not bring this

up in the second reading debate when the
Premier was here?

M. BLAIKIE: I brought this up—

Mr. May: You waited until the Premier
was not here,

Mr. O’Neil:
mier would not be here,
Premier?

Mr. BLAIKIE: I am now referring to
the Minister for Agriculiure and the con-
tempt he has shown In his utterances in
regard to this matter. I would like to
guote from the letter he forwarded to the
Busselton-Margaret Times when he sald—

Both ocutside and inside Parliament,
Liberal Party members have shown
opposition and reluctance to co-oper-
ate In passing this legislation.

Where the Bill was debated in this
present session it met with hosility.

After the first harassing and stone-
walling debate of nearly three hours—

Mr. O’Conner: 'The Minister was in-
adequate to handle it
Mr. BLAIKIE: To contlnue—

—a senior member of the Liberal
Party, and former Minister remarked
in the chamber with some satisfac-
tlon—

Mr. O'Connor: I did not.

He did not know the Pre-
Where is the



3348

Mr. BLATKIE: It continues—
—to the effect that would be the
last Parllament would see of the Dairy
Bill this session,

I ask the Minister how on earth he could
construe that that senlor member of the
Liberal Party was satisfied it would be the
Jast Parllament would see of the Dalry In-
dustry Bill this sesslon. I make the state-
ment that the Minister is deliberately twist-
ing words to sult his own convenience. The
legislation is an indictment of the Govern-
ment. I am quite disgusted that the
Minister blames the Opposition’s attitude
for the failure of the Bill to proceed. As
we all know, in this House it is the
Government’s prerogative to decide when
and where legislation shall appear on the
notice paper. Further on in the letter the
Minister says—

This i1s in keeping with the attitude
of some Idberal members in their re-
ported canvassing against the Dalry
Bill in certain areas.

I would Mke to know who those members
are and where the certain areas are. This
certainly is not the case to my knowledge.
With a general statement llke that, the
Minister is casting an aspersion on all
members. It is a tragedy that such import-
ant legislation has taken almost 12 months
to psss through this Chamber. I simply
wish to set the record stralght as to what
actually happened. The legislation in re-
gard to margarine was Introduced and it
went through virtually immedlately.

Mr. Blckerton: Margarine does!

Mr. BLAIKIE: The Government has set
these prioritles. We know this is important
legislation—very Important to the industry.
I have been involved in the manufacturing
sector of the dalrying industry all my life
and I realise how imporiant the measure
is. Some amendments have been accepted,
and I hope further amendments will also
be acceptable so0 that we have good, work-
able legislation. I am pleased the Bill has
finally got to the third reading stage in
this House, but I am completely disgusted
with the Government's attitude in regard
to it, I believe the fact that the Govern-
ment has continually and wrongfully
harped and carped that it was the Oppo-
sition which delayed the passage of the
Bill is an indictment of the Government.
I support the third reading.

MR. H. D. EVANS (Warren—Minister for
Agriculiure) (2.30 p.m.]: In wrappilng up
the third reading of the Bill I would like
to thank, tn many cases, those who spoke
for their contributions., The debate has
served to enable the Bill to be thoroughly
discussed; perhaps to a greater extent than
one would have expected. The member for
Vasse was perfectly correct when he in-
dicated that the Bill was introduced on
the 4th October, 1972; vyet criticism was
made of the request by a number of mem-
bers opposite to refrain from proceeding
with the measure.

LASSEMBLY..

1\9&1-. Blalkie: Was the request made by
me?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: It was made by the
leader of the honourable member’s party,
and by the Leader of the Country Party.
An approach was made to the Premier,

Mr. O'Connor: That does not forgive you
for your unfasir and inaccurate statements.

Sir Charles Court: You had trouble on
your own side, too.

Mr. H. D, EVANS: There was no trouble
at all. I am concerned at the contrast made
by the member for Vasse when he referred
{o the margarine Bl passing through this
Chamber so readily, as agalnst the turbul-
ent passage of the Dalry Industry Bill. I
do not think a paraliel exists In the styles
of the respective debates., The first Biil
passed without great discussion and the
other received a rocky and turbulent
passage. I did refer to the criticism that
had heen projected In this place and In
other areas. A remark was made durlnhg
the debate to which the Premler referred
when he spoke, and a member opposite rose
in acknowledgment of having made the
statement.

Mr. Blaikie: Can you prove it was sald
with satisfaction?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: It was sald with satis-
faction. In other areas the Bill was pro-
duced at several of the south-west shows
last year and was discussed with various
producers at great length—far more than
is normally the case—by some members of
the Opposition.

I think all aspects of the Bill have been
covered at great length, and I commend
1t to the House.

8ir Charles Court: We take strong excep-
;;l!on to your comments in the Press, any-
ow,

The SPEAKER: Order!
Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILLS (3): THIRD READING

1. Broken HIll Proprietary Company's
Integrated Steel Works Agreement
Act Amendment Bill,

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr. Taylor (Minister for Develop-
ment and Decentralisation), and
transmitted to the Council.

2. Pay-roll Tax Act Amendment Bill.

3. Pay-roll Tax Assessment Act Amend-
ment Bill,

Bills read a third time, on motions

by Mr. T. D, Evans (Attorney-
General), and transmitted to the
Couneil.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ARTS
COUNCIL BILL

Third Reading

MR. T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie—Attorney-
General) (237 pm.]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

MR. A. A, LEWIS (Blackwood) [2.38
p.m.l: I will not take up a great deal of
the time of the House. I was very pleased
to hear how surprised the Premier was at
the speech I made during the second read-
ing of the Bill, but I have been interested
in the arts for probably as long as he has
heen a memher of this House, so my in-
terest extends back into the dark ages.

I want to correct two statements I made
during my second resding speech, The
first was in regard to a feasibility study
which the Government said it would con-
duct into Her Majesty’s Theatre. This
was nct done because the vendor took the
property off the market at that time and
s0 I am hoping the theatre will remain
there for a feasibility study to be carried
out on it in the future with a view {o
ensuring that Her Majesty’s Theatre will
hot be pulled down,

Therefore the money has not been used.
I quoted Michael Holden as the person
who had used 1t for a feastbility study inte
the Hole in The Wall Thestre. I apologise
for making that statement, and also for
calling the Western Australian Opera
Company the Western Australlan Ballet
Company.

Mr. Jamieson:
difference.

Mr, A. A, LEWIS: Yes, that is only a
slight difference because they are both cul-
tural bodies.

Mr. Jamieson:
difference, anyway.

Mr, A. A. LEWIS: The Minister in
charge of the Bill did not answer one
point that I raised; namely, that the
Commonwealth Government, as yet, has
not made any promises that we will get
any money. That Government still has
not answered the questions which
appeared on the Senate notice paper of
last month as to whether this arts council
will even be pald its allocations. During
the second reading debate I said that
salaries amounting to $190,000 were to be
paid to certain people. but this amount
would be well over $250,000 now, and that
at that stage there would be certain per-
sons who would be receiving $10,005 a
vear and who will now receive $11525
merely to hand ocui money to the people
who deserve it. The artists, dancers, and
musicians are receiving less and less be-
cause of this great bureaucracy set up by
the Commonwealth Government. How-
ever I realise that we cannot expect any
more from soclalists.

That is only a slight

I would not know the
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Mr. T. D. Evans: What did they get
from the previous Government? Answer
that!

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: I will answer. The
Attorney-General is probably not old
enough to understand what culture
means., He is a Iittle man who makes a
great deal of noise,

Mr. Taylor: Noise which makes sense,

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: The Deputy Premier
can keep quiet because he does not even
understand his own portfolio.

Mr. Taylor: You are in goed form today,

Mr. A. A LEWIS: The Attorney-
General asked me g question which I will
answer. Year after year, if we look at
the Commonwealth Budget, we find that
the amount sllocated for the aris has
been doubled, but so have many other
ttems of expenditure. However the ad-
ministration has been quite brutal
because under a socialistic Government
apparently voluntary committees cannot
be trusted to spend the money where it
should be spent, and where it is most
deserved. They must have Big Brother
sitting over them and telling them what
to do.

Mr. T. D. Evans: You said that.
did not.

Mr. A, A, LEWIS: I can prove it; and
the Minister can also prove it if he is able
to understand the Federal Budget.

r. T. D. Evans: You are doing Iess
than justice to the fleld of culture.

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: Is it not fantastic to
hear the Attorney-General saying that?
Even his own leader said last night that
he was surprised I could do justice to this
subject, The only criticism I have is that
with the creation of this great octopus—
it is not established in Canberra but in
North Sydney, in the electorate of the
Prime Minister who is handling the Bill
in the House of Representatives—the
money is not going to the people to whom
it should be going. Despite our differ-
ences I am sure the Attorney-Genera) and
I could allocate the money fo cultural ac-
tivities much more fairly and equitably.
However, there is to be a8 huge number of
public servants, and much of the money
will be wasted on their salaries—money
which should be golng to the arts.

Mr. Hartrey: Are you trying to tell the
House about the peculiarities of socialism?

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: This trend seems to
increase every time a socialist Govern-
ment gets into office. Unfortunately, cul-
ture js a subject to which socialism has
never been able to get close. There has
never been a spcialisiic Government which
has advanced culture.

In Russla the ballet is being ruined;
and every socialistie country in the world
is ruining its culture, because those
countries are putting Bilg Brother on top
of all these ectivities,

We
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Mr. Bickerton: Where do you think Big
Brother should be?

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: Big Brother should
be kicked out of the door; and cultural
enterprise and private enterprise should
take over. I am wasting the time of this
House in having to listen—

Mr. Bickerton: You certainly are.

Mr. A. A, LEWIS: —and reply to in-
terjections from members who do not un-
derstand.

Mr. Hartrey: Is not the French Academy
controlled by a bureaucratic department?
Would you say France has a socialist
Government,?

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: The honourable mem-
ber is talking about something that disap-
peared into the cultural depths in the
ninefeenth century. He was born in that
century and he still lives in it. Let us
deal with the culture of the twentleth
century.

MTr. Bickerton: You have been playing the
violin; that is your trouble!

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: At least I have con-
veyed something. It Is a pity the Govern-
ment cannot accept criticlsm in the manner
in which it proffers criticism. When I start
on a low key to explain something quietly
and sensibly I seem to draw many com-
ments from the little men who cannot un-
derstand.

1 reiterate that the great tragedy of this
Bill—as much as I support it—is that there
1s no certainty the Federal Government will
glve us even a dime; and if it did give us
anything we know that 124 per cent. of
the money would be wasted on administra-
tion which we do not need.

I am sure that if he were here the Prem-
jer would understand, but some of his
minions do not. The Premler agreed with
me on this the other night and it is amaz-
ing how disorganised that side of the House
becomes without a leader.

The point is that 124 per cent. of the
money which should he coming to the
States s going to North Sydney to keep a
heap of regisiry and filing clerks and ad-
ministrators, with their ever-increasing
wage clalms and what have you. Consequ-
ently year after year the arts will recelve
much less.

1 support the Bill, but I just cry because
of the centralised 1dea for culture.

MR. T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlle—Attorney-
General) [2.46pm.1; I have fallen into
the temptation! We have just experienced
8 first-grade expose of one of the welrdest
branches of the performing arts, but,
fortunately, most of us in this Chamber
have advanced beyond the first grade!

My sense of generosity on this occasion
exceeds my capaclty to assess a sltuation on
its true level, but having regard for my
sense of generosity 1 Intend to refer the
honourable member’s remarks to the Prem-
fer.

[ASSEMBLY.]

MR. HARTREY (Boulder-Dundas) [2.47
p.m.]l: I do not intend to trespass on the
good nature of the House beyond saying
that my feelings on the subject are that
public amusement may well be classified
as being part of public entertainment,
which, in turn, is part of the cultural set-
up of the State. On the understanding
that public amusement is a feature of cul-
ture, I would say that the member for
Blackwood would be the most cultured
man in the House!

Question put and passed.

Bill read & third time and transmitted
to the Council.

ROAD TRANSPORT INDUSTRY
Inguiry by Select Committee: Motion

THE SPEAKER (Mr. Norton): Before
I call on the member for Mt. Lawley I
wish to state that in view of the fact that
the firm of Bell Bros. has taken out writs
against the Transport Workers' Union, the
Australian Workers’ Union, and the Amal-
gamated Engineering Unlon, and that
Transfield has faken out a writ against
the T.'W.U., these matters are sub Jjudice
and therefore I will not allow members to
refer to them in the debate.

MR. O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley) [2.49
p.m.]: I am very pleased that you have
widened the scope of the inquiry, Mr.
Speaker! I move—

That in the opinion of this House a
Select Committee be appointed to in-
vestigate and report to this House into
the road transport industry of this
State, with speclal reference to the
owner driver section of the industry,
complaints of diserimination in the
administration, rates pald and other
matiters affecting this industry.

Members will realise that in the last few
days the Premier has indicated that an
Inquiry will be held into the transport in-
dustry in Western Australia. However that
inquiry is to be completely restricted and
will cover very little. It will do virtually
nothing for the owner-drivers of this
State.

The terms of reference of the inquiry as
reported in the Press indicate that the
cartage rates, taxes, permits, and other
difficulties will be covered, but, although I
have studied the actual terms of reference,
I cannot understand what are the other
difficulties that are covered. The terms
of reference are restricted almost entirely
to the contractor, owner-driver, and sub-
contractor in road transport. They exclude
rail, air, and shipping transport.

The SPEAKER: Order! I must ask mem-
bers to be quiet.

Mr. O'CONNOR: They refer to the oper-
ating costs, ang factors determining costs;
the adequacy of rates to meet costs plus
State charges; and the yield of profit, The
terms of reference of the inquiry eliminate,
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or exclude, some of the most important
factors as far as we are concerned. They
do not take into account road versus rail
problems; they do not take into account
administration problems; nor do they take
into account the union activity which has
increased in this State and which has af-
fected the industry to a considerable ex-
tent. The union activity has also affected
considerably the cost structure in can-
nection with the industry.

I think Mr. Sander is a very capable
man and that he will carry out the in-
quiry to the best of his ability and to the
satisfaction of most people concerned.
However, in my opinion the terms of refer-
ence are not acceptable. If aone examines
them one will find that an accountant
could do all the work in connection with
the proposed inquiry within a couple of
days. As a matier of fact, the information
has already been obtained many times
previously., The result of the inquiry can
only be a promise to the owner-drivers,
and I think the owner-drivers discovered
that a previous promise in connection with
the road maintenance tax turned out to be
a farce.

An inquiry into the transport industry
has been necessary for a period in excess
of 12 months. No-one would deny that
this is exiremely important to our State,
more so than to any other State in Austra-
lia. It is important, firstly, because of the
vast expanse of our State and, secondly,
because of our limited population, A com-
bination of a large area with a limited pop-
ulgtion causes transport costs to increase
considerably. We have only to compare
countries throughout the world which have
the lowest transport costs. I refer to coun-
tries such as Sweden, which has a large
population living in a limited area.
Whether we are fortunate, or unfortunate,
in this respect we have the opposite, and
as a result transport costs are a major part
of the total eost of every commodity man-
ufactured in Western Australia, whether
it be food, clothing or any other product.

The transport industry employs many
thousands of people and is responsible for
a large proportion of the costs involved
in production. When we take into account
the fact that & sum of money in the vicin-
ity of $67,500,000 will be expended on
roads in Western Australia during the next
finaneial year we realise how Important
the transport industry is to this State.

There 1s a need for complete harmony
and efficiency within the industry, but at
the present time we have neither, We do
not have harmony, and we do not have
efficiency. I ask: does any member consider
that harmony and efficlency exist todav?
I am sure all members know that those
very necessary elements do not exist.

The transport Industry is fraught with
lack of trust, financial and administrative
problems, and general frustration. an
added frustration In recent times, has
been the 5¢ & gallon increase in fuel tax
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which has made it extremely difficult for
many people in the transport industry to
survive today.

It is our responsibility to try to lift the
people concerned out of their present pre-
dicament, and help them to reach a situa-
tion where they can operate in a reason-
able and economic manner, provided they
are efficient.

I believe the problems in the transport
industry developed back in 1971. We had a
mining boom, when ample freight was
available in the north-west and other parts
of the State. However, as a result of the
recession in 1871 many people involved in
the industry found themselves in tremen-
dous difficulties. Many operators had pur-
chased trucks which appeared to be econ-
omic propositions for them at the time,
They also purchased facilities for their
families. However, overnight the freight
disappeared. The operators faced great
difficulty in paying off the trucks they had
purchased, and in paying off the facilities
they had bought for their families.

I belteve this {s where the problem
started because, In an effort to meet thelr
commitments, many operators endeavoured
to cart—or did cart—goods at rates way
below cost. They did this in an efiort te
meet thelr hire-purchase and various other
commitments. However, all they did was
virtually to put themselves further and
further into the mire.

We, on this side of the House, moved for
an lnquiry into this industry in October of
last year,

The SPEAKER:
members o be guiet,

Mr. O°CONNOR: Qur request was cast
aside by the Government which was not
prepared to have an inquiry made into the
industry. The Government did not think
it was necessary. On that occasion mem-
bers on this slde of the House gave details
of the difficulties which exist In the indus-
try. We presented many of the problems
the operators faced and which the Govern-
ment cbviously did not reallse they faced.
We gave a great deal of detall in connec-
tion with their costs.

I would Hke briefly to read some detalls
I have in my possesslon of the costs of
carting varions commodities from Perth ta
the north. The report was prepared by
some road transport operators and, in ii,
they assessed what they considered to be
the minimum cost of running a truck be-
tween Perth and the north. The caleula-
tions are based on a single-drive
prime mover and bogey trailer making,
on average, 40 trips per year. We
must realise thal many operators, at that
point of time, were making only 10 trips.
The figures I shall read out applled to the
time the report was put forward to me. 1
belleve that many may now be making
more than this number of trips. As a

Order! I must ask
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matter of fact, some are probably making
double that number now, but they are still
unable to operate on an economlic basis.

The legal load of the unit concerned was
17 tons. The calculation is based on a trip
from Perth to Port Hedland, A legal 17-
ton load from Perth to Port Hedland, at the
rate of $48 a ton, amounts to $816. Ap-
proximately 334 galions of fuel would be
used at an average cost of 40c a gallon.
‘This means that the cost of the fuel pe1
trip would be $143. The cost of tyres wa
calculated at $5 per fyre each 1,000 mﬂes
On a 2,000-mite return trip the cost of 14
tyres 15 $140. The wages of a driver per
trip were estimated to be in the vicinity of
$200. The most a driver normally does is
40 trips a year and a great deal of over-
time is involved.

Insurance worked out at $48 per trip
whilst road malntenance tax would be $100.
Approximate depreciation on each trip was
estimated at $120. Interest on $24,000
yearly per unit equals $1,920 divided by 40
—in other words, $48 per trip. Mechanical
Jabour amounted to approximately $1,200
per year which, on 40 {rips, works out to
$30 a trlp. Spare parts came to $1,200 a
year or $30 a trip. Grease and ofil cost $7
a trip; extra loading permit, 50c¢; and
license, $8 per trip. Unexpected expenses
amounted to $10 per trip, giving a total cost
of $884.50 per trip.

Those figures were assessed on the
normal cost of & 17-ton truck making a trip
to Port Hedland and return. It was esti-
mated that approximately $816 was made
on the trip, which iIs approximately $70
less than the expenses Involved. This was
when people were carting at $48 per ton.

When people carted for something like
$34 to $36 per ton per trip they had to get
into difficultles. They were carting at well
below their costs. They were dolng this, in
all probabllity, to meet their commitments
but they were doing guite an injustice to
themselves.

If members care to turn to page 4161 of
Hansard of Qctober, 1972, they will see
that I moved for the appointment of a
Royal Commission to inquire into the
owner-driver section of the industry and
into discrimination in the administration.

I thought that was a fair and reason-
able motion because there is no doubt in
anyone's mind that the industry was in
difficulty then, as it 15 in difficulty now.
Why the Government rejected the reguest
for an inquiry by a Royal Commission at
that time, I do not know, but it was
rejected on the basls that there was no
point in having a Royal Commission Iin-
quire into something to which the
Government and the public already knew
the answers. The fact that the Premier
has now suggested an inguiry be con-
ducted indicates clearly that the Govern-
ment did not know the answers or the
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problems and that it avgided an issuve if
should have faced up to at that point of
time.

The industry is still in a chaotic state.
Instability still exists. In some cases
rates are still very low, Pressures are
being unfairly exerted upon a number of
owner-drivers; and 1 belleve the latest 5¢
increase in fuel tax has put a further nail
in the coffin of those people who have
been struggling for so long.

Many of them, through lack of work,
inability to obtain permits, ete., have been
forced into unacceptable standards of
living and, in some cases, bankruptcy. We
have had instances of individuals being
dragged from theilr beds at 10 or 11
o’clock at night, in front of their families,
and being gaoled for nonpayment of road
maintenance tax when indications had
been given to them that this position
would never exist,

Mr. T. D, Evans: Can you substantiate
that last statement?

Mr. O’CONNOR: Certainly.
Mr. T. D. Evans: And give me instances?

Mr. O'CONNOR: If the Attorney-
General has not been Hstening, there is
something wrong with him. The member
for Darling Range gave one instance of a
man being pulled out of a caravan ab
Kalamunda in front of his wife and
children. The Attorney-General must
surely know the details of this case be-
cause it has been mentioned in this
House many times.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Give me another one,

Mr. O'CONNOR: Does the Attorney-
General deny that these lnst.ances exist?
Does he deny there is a man in gaol at
Carnarvon at the moment—Mr, Brand-
stater?

Mr., T. D. Evans: Was he taken out of
his bead at 11 o’clock?

Mr. O’'CONNOR.: No, but the other fel-
low at Kalamundsa wae.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Give me another in-
stance of that.

Mr. O'Nell: One instance is too many.

Mr. O’'CONNOR: The other night on
television, a fellow by the name of
Meaker did not make any complimentary
remarks about the Attorney-General and
Indicated that the Atiorney-General had
told him if he would get out of the State
he would drop all charges.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Under whose admin-
istration was he put in gaol? You were
the Minister at the time.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I was, and I belleve
what I did was correct at the time. The
Attorney-General knows how badly the
Government has acted in this matter, but
he has asked for this and T will give it to
him. When Meaker was in gaol in Eal-
goorlle he was approached and asked
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whether he would make some retribution
and agree to pay his tax. This followed
representations on his behalf by people
in the ares. Meaker was asked whether
he would agree to pay the department so
much & week or & month after he got out
of gaol. His reply was that he would not
pay lc if he were let out of gaol, that he
would continue to operate as a road
haulier, and that he would not fill in his
returns. When this Government assumed
office and let him out of gaol, according
to Meaker when he spoke on television the
other night he was told to get out of the
State and he would hear no more about
it. Meaker Is back in this State operating
as a haulier and he was one of those in-
volved in the march on Parliament House
the ather day.

Mr. T. D. Evans; You put him inside.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Yes, and he deserved
to be there; but we did not make promises
—as the present Government did—that
neo-one would be gaoled for nonpayment
of road maintenance tax, and then grab
them and put them in gaol as quickly
as we could. The Government made those
promises and that is what it has done.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Who made that
promise?
Mr. O'CONNOR: The Premier. Does

the Attorney-General deny it? His silence
indicates he does not deny it.

Mr. T. D. Evans: I would like you to
tell me when he said no-one would be
gaoled.

Mr. O'CONNOR: So many promises
were made and they have been broken
all the way through. When I commenced
speaking to this maotion I sald we now
have the promise of an inquiry which is
as fictitious as all the other promises be-
cause it will not be an inguiry !nto the
industry but only into a2 small part of it.

The Government once said it would
aholish road maintenance tax. The
Government does not intend to abolish
road maintenance tax. It has cheated in
this matter. It left the Bill on the notice
paper in the other House and Indicated
that if the first Bill was not agreed to the
second one would not come to the top of
the notice paper. The Premier gave the
same king of indication in this House.

Mr. T. D. Evans: You had your chance
previously, and so did the Legislative
Council.

Mr. O’CONNOR: We do not believe in
the abolition of road maintenance tax. We
believe it should remain. We believe the
law should take its course, and the At-
torney-General should also believe that.
He was one who got to his feet, the last
time I moved a similar motion, and stated
there was no need to held an inquiry into
the industry because the public and the
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Government =already knew the answers.
That is what he sald and he does not
deny it. Of course, he cannot deny it.

Although the Government knew all
about it, what happened within a few
months? I will read a report from The
Sunday Times of the 20th May, 1973,
which was just a few months after I had
asked for an inguiry into the department.

Mr. T. D. Evans: In October you asked
for an inquiry.

Mr. O'CONNOR:
months later.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Seven months later.
There is quite a difference between that
and a few months.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Attorney-General
replied in November, so we can make it
six months.

Mr. T, D. Evans: That is half a year,
A lot of water can flow under the bridge
in that time.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Attorney-General
has to grasp at straws; that is all he has
to grasp at, The Attorney-General knew
all about this matter, and so did the
public, so there was no need for an in-
quiry! Yet six months later we have this
headline, “False taX records to 19707

Mr. T. D. Evans: You were the Minister
then.

Mr. O'CONNOR: It was during the last
month or two that I was the Minister. I
did not sey I knew all the answers. The
Attorney-General said he did know all the
answers, and it is quite obvious he did
not. The article in The Sunday Times of
the 20th May stated—

Detectives from the Perth CIB in-
vestigating some activities of the
Transport Commission believe falsify-
ing of documents could have started
back in 1970,

The investigation involves road tax
forms.

Last week police impounded a num-
ber of documents from the commis-
sion’s offices in Stirling Highway,
Nedlands.

The road tax forms record how
many miles a truck driver travels on
an assignment.

The police believe documents relat-
ing to road tax have been falsified
and, in some cases, destroyed.

About 20 truck drivers are linked
with the Investigation.

Detectlves have interviewed some
staff of the Transport Commission.

Police are also vestigating the
possibility that some truck drivers
paid up to $120 each to get falsified
fozims passed through checking chan-
nels.

This was a few
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Yet the Attorney-General said he knew
everything about the industry.

Mr, T. D. Evans: This was at least six
months afterwards. Be fair.

Mr. O'CONNOR: It had been going on
during that time, and the Attorney-Gen-
eral said, “Why have an inquiry into
something the answers to which we and
the public already know?"”

Mr. T. D. Evans: Why was that an-
nouncement made six months afterwards?

Mr, O'CONNOR: I do not know. Ob-
viously, the Attorney-General would have
spokent about the matier hefore that time,
but he said¢ there was no need for an in-
quiry.

Mr. O'Neil: According to the Govern-
ment's terms of reference, there will be no
inguiry into those sorts of things.

Mr, O'CONNOR: That is right, but they
are matters which need inguiring into.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Perhaps other things
happened while you were the Minister
about which we do not know.

Mr. O'CONNOR: If so, I would be quite
happy to have them inquired into. There is
chaos in this industry for a number of
reasons. We should inquire into all those
reasons, and not restrict the inquiry to an
aspect which suits the Government and
does not touch upon any of its inadequacies
or our inadequacies. I do not mind if they
are brought forward.

Mr. O'Neil: They are trying to white-
wash it.

Mr., O’CONNOR: That is right—a com-
plete whitewashing of it. We have this
soit of thing going on, and a little later
we see, “Transport men face 61 charges”.
I do not believe even that is the finish of
it: possibly others are involved. Other
incidents have occurred, but I will not
quote them because I do not know whether
or not they are correct. However, I firmly
believe that further inquiry is necessary in
this regard,

We should also look further into the pos-
sibility of being able to relieve the
drivers of some of the difficulties in con-
nection with filling out forms. Many driv-
ers find this is the most difficult part of
their operations. The forms are very in-
volved and we must remember that the
ordinary driver has no clerical training.
The Government has demonstrated a com-
plete lack of understanding of the prob-
lems of these people. Unless harmony
exists in this field, the whole State will be
affected.

In this State we have seen a total dis-
ruption of the transport fndustry by the
Transport Workers' Union. Mr. Speaker,
I will not refer to the matters you men-
tioned. However, it is true that the in-
dustry in this State has been completely
disrupted during the last 12 months, and
that transport costs have been consider-
ably incressed because of this, The unjon
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has attempted to put people out of busi-
ness because they would not become mem-
bers of the union. The Minister for
Labour indicated a week ago that one
union had lifted a ban on a particular
company. However, apparently this Is not
the case angd the ban still exists. 'Today
writs have been issued on this urion in
regard to various matters. I will not men-
tion these as we are not permitted to do so.

When we have a disruptive element in
the community and it is decided to exam-
ine the industry concerned, our ingquiries
must aim at putting the industry on a
sound basis. We should inquire into prices,
administration, operating costs, and union
activities. We must find out whether all
these facets of the industry are working
satisfactorily, We must have -an independ-
ent inquiry. The Premier indicated certain
terms of reference, and had these been
abided by, we would have gone along with
it. ITowever, the proposed inquiry is s0 re-
stricted that we will not go along with it.

The owner-drivers have made regular
statements that the freight rates are
uneconomic, and I do not think any of us
deny this. In many cases the transport
rates are hot economic. Probably even
some of the larger companies find the
rates are uneconomiec. Last year one of
the largest companies operated with a
$3,000,000 loss. Obviously, this company
is not operating at an economic freight
rate, or else something must be seriously
wrong with its administration, and the
company would certainly investigate this
aspect.

Some of the owner-drivers have been
forced to operate at uneconomic rates.
A good accountant would have been able
to advise them what to do in this regard.
It is no good cartlng goods below cost,
If all operators refused to do this, the
companies involved would have to pay the
rates put forward or purchase their own
vehicles.

In many cases too many trucks are on
the road, and I beldeve we should inquire
into the number of trucks operating to
determine how many should be operating.
Perhaps we should limit the number, I do
not say it is necessary at this point of time,
but I do say it is an aspect we should in-
quire into. It should be a stated term of
reference,

The transport industry fs the most dis-
rupted industry in Western Australia,
We have seen continual accusations,
standover tactics, and indwstrial black-
mail, Examples of such nctions have been
apparent at Bunbury, Fremantle. Kala-
munda, Bindoon, and various other
places,

Mr, Thompson: What firms are affected?

Mr. O'CONNOR: I am not able to men-
tion some of them. Sometimes the actions
have been against owner-drivers, and
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members are aware that the Speaker has
asked me not to refer to certain firms;
angd this attitude is quite correct.

Mr, Jamieson: I am glad you agree.
That wiil make the Speaker happy.

Mr., O'CONNOR: An obvious difficulty
exisls in regard to freight rates. How-
ever, an owner-driver must operate on the
basis that he obtains sufficient for a rea-
sonable living, and also a sufficient return
on his outlay.

Twelve months ago the CGovernment
rejected our request to hold an inquiry
into the industry. On the 1st September
I was amazed to hear that the Premier
hag given an undertaking to striking
workers that he would initiate an inguiry
into the road transport industry. These
men came to the Parliament—unfortun-
ately I was not here; I arrived just in
time to see them leave—and then went to
Trades Hall to see the Premier who was
attending an ALP. conference. They
complained to him about the difficulties
in their industry and he gave them this
undertaking. Members will be aware that
last October the Premier and the Govern-
ment had knocked back the suggestion
for an inquiry. Again, the Government
took no notice of a request in another
place in April or May of this year to set
up an inquiry into the industry. Why,
all of a sudden, on the 1st September, did
the Government decide to set up the in-
quiry? I believe it was done for the sake
of good public reiations and in &n attemnt
to quieten down a group of men concerned
about the problems existing in the in-
dustry.

We walted a few weeks to see what
would happen about the inquiry, and as
we expected, nothing happened. All was
quiet on this Issue. Then on Tuesday of
last week I gave notice that I intended
to move 2 motion seeking the setting up
of a Select Committee to inquire into the
industry. What happened then? The
Government held a meeting during the
tea suspension that evening and came
back and announced that it proposed to
set up an inquiry into the transport in-
dustry. I believe we forced the Govern-
ment to make this move because of the
notice of motion. Rather than lcse face,
as it would have done, the Government
announced its intention to set up an in-
quiry.

Sir Charles Court: It now turns out to
be a very limited inquiry.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I might say I have
spent considerable time pointing this out.

8ir Charles Court: It is a whitewashing
inquiry.

Mr. O'CONNOR: It is a complete white-
wash of the issue. It would be an inquiry
only into those aspects the Government
wishes to inquire into.
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I felt quite elated when the Premier in-
dicated an inquiry would be held. I be-
lieved we were getting together on the
problem. However, when 1 saw the limited
terms of reference—in fact, the inquiry is
only in relation to transport costs and a
few limited matters—I] felt it was quite un-
acceptable to me. I am sure the proposi-
tion will also be quite unacceptable to
many of the people in the industry.

Mr. Bickerton: I do not want to ruin
your argument, but do you realise that in
the 12-year term of your Government, all
requests for inquiries put forward by the
then Opposition were knocked back?

Mr. O'CONNOR: What a lot of nonsense
from the Minister!
Mr. Bickerton:

agreed to.

Mr. O'CONNOR: We did not have
trouble in the transport industry. It was
going along smoothly at that time.

Mr. Moller: Yes, you had them in gaol!

Mr. O'CONNOR: There was plenty of
work in the north. We know of the intimi-
detion in the industry at the moment, and
here is the Minister talking poppycock.

Mr. Bickerton: Do not dodge the point;
I am talking about inquiries generally,

Mr. O'CONNOR: 1 am speaking about
one motion, The Speaker will not let me
gﬁviate from this: I cannot speak to all of

em.

Mr. Bickerton: Brother, were you deadly
when you werc on this side of the House!

Mr. O'CONNOR: Despite the promise
two weeks ago about an inquiry into the
transport industry, the terms of reference
are not those suggested by the Premier in
the Press article.

I believe that if the Government is sin-
cere, and if it believes there are problems
in the industry—as we do—then it will
hold a full inguiry, and not a limited one.
As I said, the person appointed to conduct
the Government’s inquiry is acceptable to
us. Mr. Sander is a first-class person, and
I feel he will do a geod job, But what is
the purpose of giving him a job that an
accountant could do in a couple of days?
Why not merely get an accountant to work
ocut the cost, because that is about all that
is involved? At least if we did that we
would probably save a little money. An
accountant could do this job in no time.
If that is all the Premier wants, he should
just nominate an accountant and be
straight with the people instead of mis-
leading them into thinking that a full in-
quiry will be held into the industry.

We on this side of the House support a
full inquiry into the industry. We want the
inquiry to cover costs, operations, the ad-
ministration of the Industry, and the un-
ion tactles which are disrupting the in-
dustry so badly at the moment. The terms
of the inquiry announced by the Premier

Not one inquiry was
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are unacceptable to us, I certainly hope
the Premier and the Government will act
sincerely and accept the terms of my
motlon.

Mr. O'NEIL: I second the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Jamieson (Minister for Works),

ABORIGINES
Welfare Assistance: Motion

MR, GRAYDEN (South Perth)
pm.): I move—

This House views with concern—

(a) the abysmal failure of bath the
State and Commonweslth Gov-
ernments to comprehend the
nature and full extent of the
problems which confront Abori-
gines in Western Australia; and

(b) the hypocrisy inherent in the
senseless, wasteful and extrava-
gant expenditure by the State
and Commonwealth Govern-
ments, apparently motivated in
the belief that this wili buy
Ahorigines’ votes, when such ex-
penditure is clearly contrary to
both the short and long term
interests of the Aboriginal people
and can only result in the de-
basement of the Aborigines and
reduce them to a permanently
mendicant race.

My reasons for moving the motion are
multitudinous; however perhaps my main
reasons could be summarised in this way:
Although huge sums of money are being
spent on Aborigines, much of this money
is being squandered in senseless. waste-
ful, and extravagant expenditure by the
State and Commonwealth Governments.
Measured in real terms, as distinet from
the expenditure of moneys, very llttle is
being done to give Aborigines a way of
life acceptable to them. The policy of
handing out huge sums in unemployment
benefits on & more or less permanent basis
instead of providing technical education
and work opporfunities is debasing the
Aborigines and making them a race of
mendicants. The health of Aborigines as
a people is being seriously Impaired by
the excessive consumption of alcohol
bought with soclal service handouts.
Meanwhile, the children suffer from
neglect, malnutrition, and attendant ills.
Any benefits arising from a few smail
constructive projects being undertaken
are lost in the sea of degradation, misery,
and ill-health resulting from the handout
policy. The policy is ¢creating an enormous
Aboriginal problem when none should
exist.

That is a summary of my main reasons
for moving the motion. In Western Aus-
tralia I think we have in the vicinity of
30,000 Aborigines. The exact flgure
cannot be determined, but it is in that
vicinity. When we consider the number
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of pecople receiving social service benefits
in Western Australia, we find the flgure
has been well in excess of 5,000 for some
months now. A great majority of those
people would appear to be Aborigines.

In many parts of Western Australia
we have large congregations of Aborigines
living on social service benefits—mainly
unemployment benefits. I cite Fitzroy
Crossing, Hsalls Creek, the Warburton
Range area, mining towns such as Laver-
ton and Leonora, and some pastoral towns
such as Onslow and Roebourne, In those
towns—and there are many others—we
have congregations of Aboriginal people,
the majerity of whom exist on a more or
less permanent basis on unemployment
benefits.

The Federal Government recently al-
tered the scale of social service benefits.
I would like to read the new scale to the
House so that members may see exactly
what is happening in respect of the re-
ciplents of these benefits. I understand
this new scale will come into operation
within the next few weeks. Under the
scale a man and his wife with no children
will receive $40.50 a week. If the family
has one child 1t will receive $45.50 per
week, From there the scale increases
according to the number of children as
follows—

No. of Children Weekly Benefits

2 $50.50
3 $55.50
4 $60.50
5 $65.50
6 $70.50
7 . $75.50
8 $80.50
9 ) $85.50
10 $90.50
11 $95.50
12 : $100.50

Taking an average case of a man, his wife,
and five children, we find that Aboriginal
family will receive $65.50 In unemploy-
ment beneflts on a more or less perman-
ent basis. As long as they want it they
can have it. In addition, of course, they
receive child endowment and frez medical
attention; and they are entitled to earn
additional income.

In the case of Aborigines we are dealing
with people who, in a large number of in-
stances, have no costs at all. A great
majority of the Aborigines at Hsalls Creek,
Fitzroy Crossing, the Warburton Range
area, Laverton, and Leonora, do not live in
homes but under the trees. They do not
pay local authority rates, water rates, rent,
or transport to and from work because
they do not work. They pay no costs at
all; and yet in those circumstances & man
and his wife and five children will receive
$65.50 in unemployment benefits alone
under the new scale. I repeat that the ben-
efits to which I am referring apply to Ab-
origines throughout Western Australia; a
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great majority of those Aborigines have no
costs at all; and yet they will receive social
service benefits on the scale I have indi-
cated.

Let us contrast that situation with the
position of a poor old white person with
flve children who is employed. I will now
quote from the monthly statistical sum-
mary of Western Australia for August,
1973, which is a publication issued by the
Commonwealth Bureau of Census and
Statistics (W.A. Office). In this publication
it is found that the average weekly wage
rate in this State for August 1973 1s $66.72.
Let us consider the position of a European
man with a wife and five children on that
wage, He is going out to work every day.
He is prebably paying $15 or more a week
for rent and he would have (o meet
various other charges including those for
electric light and power and possibly gas,
water rates, and local government rates. In
all probability a certain amount of his
wages would be deducted for superannua-
tion, and so on, He would be obliged to
meet all the costs necessary to keep him-
self and his family.

In contradistinction to such a man the
great majority of Aborigines at present are
simply sitting under trees and drawing
spcial service benefits. If those payments
were used to the advantage of the Abor-
igines I would have no complaint. I have
no complaint anywhere along the line
about money being spent on Aborigines
for their welfare. What I am complaining
about is the senseless, wasteful, and ex-
travagant expenditure of money which wiil
result only in the debasement and de-
generation of Aborigines and cause them
to become & permanently mendicant race,
So I ask members to make a comparison
between those Aborigines who are receiving
social service benefits and who are living
under trees and thase people who have to
work for a living.

Apart altogether from this aspect, as a
consequence of the policy pursued by the
State Government and the Commonwealth
Government, these people are providing
for their children’s future, because they
know full well that if this pelicy 1s con-
tinued, when their children become adults
and they, in turn, have children, they will
be looked after in exactly the same way.
Further, as a result of this policy we find
over and over again instance after instance
of Aborigines retiring from work in order
that they may be paid soclal service bene~
fits.

I know of numerous cases of Aborigines
who have been working for loeal authorl-
ties with a take-home pay of, say, $66 a
week, looking at it and saying, “It is not
worth while my working because if I stay
home I receive unemployment benefits in
excess of what I am earning now. Also 1
will be entitled to earn a certain amount
of extra money and I will enjoy all the
fringe benefits in addition.” As a result
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many Aborigines have given up thelr jobs
in order that they may become eligible for
soclal service beneflts. So where is there
any incentive for an Aborigingl In this
vast State of ours when he can receive
more by retiring from his work to receive
social service benefits? This trend among
Aborigines is widespread. It extends
through the Kimberley, the north-west,
the south-west, and throughout other
parts of the State,

If the social service benefits recejved by
Abgorigines were being spent wisely on the
education of their children, on their own
education, or possibly to establish savings
to purchase some sort of business, I
would take no exception, but the great
percentage of these benefits is spent in
hotels. As a consequence the Aborigines as
a people in this couniry are Impairing
their health. Further, whilst they are
squandering their social service benefits on
lguor, their children are suffering from
malnutrition and other attendant illnesses.

Some time ago the people in Wiluna
went oul of their way to ascertain approx-
imately how much money was spent in
the town each fortnight by those people
who were enjoying social service benefits.
At the time they estimated the amount to
be approximately $4,000. They also ascer-
tained that within two days $3,500 of the
$4,000 total was in the hands of the local
hotelkeeper. I might say that in respect
of drinking a great deal of this problem
came about in 1971 when the present State
Labor Government extended drinking
rights to Aborigines in the Pilbara and the
eastern goldfields. A tremendous number
of the Aborigines in the eastern goldfields
never llved in homes. They hunted and
followed their tribal way of life.

Up to a point this situation applied to
the Aborigines in the Pilbara. Drinking
rights had been granted to the Aborigines
in this area prior to 1971. The present
Labor Government in this State decided, in
July, 1971, to extend drinking rights to
Aborigines in the EKimberley and the
eastern poldfields and as a result a great
deal of the trouble to which I have referred
has resulted.

Quite apart from the way the Aborigines
in these areas are impairing thelr health
by squandering their social service benefits
on alcohol, it is now found that they are
constantly being convicted of offences
arising from drinking. Last year, in Laver-
ton alone, 650 convictions were recorded,
mostly resulting from drinking. In Wiluna
I think the number of convictlons was 320
in 1972. In Meekatharra the number of
cases resulting in convictions was 300, One
individual who had been 50 years without a
conviction, in 1972 had three pages of con-
victions recorded against him. That is
the situation in respect of offences com-
mitted by Aborigines arising from con-
sumption of liquor.
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The problem goes beyond that. It is
found that the Aborigines are spending
nearly all their social service beneflis on
liguor. A station owner in the Laverton
area went to some pains over a period of
months to calculate precisely what the
various Aboriginal people on his stations
did with their social service benefits, There
are many pensioners living in that district,

I shall mention one case, and it is typical
of many others. An Aboriginal couple
was receiving $64 per fortnight at that {ime
in social service payment. Of that amount
the couple spent on an average $8 per
fortnight on food and all cther items,
including clothing. The balance was spent
on liguor at the hotel. So only $8 of the
$64 was spent on food and clothing.

As & consequence of the way In which
soclal service benefits have been squander-
ed by these people, many reports appeared
in the newspapers recently. One was In
the Daily News under the heading of
“Natives out of Hand—Publican”. The re-
port iIs as follows—

PORT HEDLAND. Monday—The
licensee of a Port Hedland hotel says
that he is leaving the town this month
hecause the problem of Aborigines and
aleohol is getting out of hand.

Mr. Eric Pratt, the manager-licensez
of the Pler Hotel, sald today that the
situation had become hopeless. There
was bedlam at the hotel. Young Abo-
rigines could not be controlled. :

For that reason the lcensee of this hotel
at Port Hedland was leaving the town.

Another report appeared in the Daily
News under the heading of “Drink, Fight
Main Talk—Aboriginal”. The report Is as
follows—

Fighting sand drinking, were the
main conversation toples for young
Aborigines 1n Derby, the royal com-
misslon into Aboriginal affairs heard
today.

Alexander Dea (22), Aboriginal lial-
son officer of the Aboriginal Affairs
Planning Authority, made the claim
when the commission sat in Derby.

Mr. Dea is a half-blood Aboriginal.

Sa, this officer of the Aboriginal Affalrs
Planning Authority emphasised that drink-
ing and fighting were the main topics of
conversation among the Aborigines at
Derby.

Another report of consequence appeared
in the Sunday Independent of the 12th
August, under the heading of “Racial War
Threat in Moora”. This is a shocking re-
port of events which resulted from the
granting of drinking rights to Aborigines
in Western Australia.

Mr. Harman: What do you propose to
do about the matter?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Is the Minister talking
about drinking rights or the social service
payments?
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Mr. Harman: The drinking rights.

Mr. GRAYDEN: A great deal can be
done in this regard. I shall come back and
deal with that aspect later. I have been
discussing some of the problems which
have arisen as a result of the extension of
drinking rights to the Aborigines in the
eastern goldflelds and the Kimberley. It
is extremely sighificant that the Aborigines
In many of these areas are seeking to revert
to the situation which applied under the
Natives (Citizenship Rights) Act when the
Aborigines had to make application to
obtain liquor rights. In this respect a re-
port which appeared in the Daily News
recently contained the following—

The president of the Port Hedland
Aboriginal Progress Club, Mr. Septu
Braham, said that the club wanted
drinking rights taken from Aborigines
and a reversion to the procedures of
citizens' rights.

Anyone supplying liquor to unauth-
orised people should have his citizens”
right suspended for 12 months,

If the person supplying liquor was =
European, he should be put on the
prohibited lst.

Other Aborigines who appeared be-
fore the commission also sanid they be-
lieved that alcohol was creating one of
the biggest problems for their race.

This is a report relating to the evidence
given before the Royal Commission inquir-
:’ngl g‘xto Aboriginal affairs in Western Aus-
ralia.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.04 p.m.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Prior to the afternoon
tea suspension I was indicating that the
Aborigines in the Port Hedland area want
drinking rights taken away from their
people. They advocate that we should
return to the situation which prevajled
under the Natives (Citizenship Rights)
Act. This answers the earlier interjection
of the Minister for Labour when he
aSkEd what should be done about the situa-

on,

Mr. Harman: Do you agree with that?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I agree entirely that in
certain areas such as the eastern gold-
fields and the Kimberley we should get
back to the situation which obtained
prior to the extension of drinking rights
in 1971, I advocate this, without having
any doubts at all, In the interests of the
Aborigines, and for nc other reason.

As T mentioned before, excessive drink-
ing is impairing the heaith of the Abori-
gines, the great majority of whom spend
virtually ail their social service benefits
in hotels, As a consegquence the children
suffer; and this practice Is leading to the
degradation of the Aboriginal people.

Mr. Coyne: We should returnm to the
system of giving the Aborigines food ra-
tions instead of money.
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Mr. GRAYDEN: I agree. On the
question of drinking, if the Aborigines
themselves advocate that we should take
away their drinking rights, because the
retention of the rights is not in their best
interests, why should we not do so and
return to the system which prevailed pre-
viously when, if 8 person could establish
that he lived a life akin to that of a
European—and this was relatively easy to
prove—he could obtain the right to drink
alcohol? 1In those circumstances the
family did not suffer unduly.

Mr, Harman: Why do you want to treat
these people differently from other West-
ern Australians?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Because they want to
be treated differently and bhecause thew
are a completely different people.

Mr. Harman: That will be another item
in your policy speech next year?

Mr. GRAYDEN: That aspect does not
come into the discussion. The Minister
for XLabour was closely associated with
native affairs. However, what the Labor
Government In this State and the Federal
Labor Government are doing is implement-
ing a policy of genocide as far as the
Aborigines are concerned, and genocide
means the extermination of a race. If the
object is to ensure that the Aborigines are
degraded and reduced to physical wrecks,
then the Government needs only to pro-
ceed along the lines advocated by the
Minister for Labour and aliow unlimited
drinking. As the social service benefits
increase so the Aborigines will be able to
spend more on drink and as a consequence
they will be virtually exterminated.

The Aborigines themselves do not want
this to happen to their people. The
Minister for Labour wanis to know how
we can talk about taking away their drink-
ing rights, but how can he ralse such a
query when Aboriginal organisations have
asked that this be done?

Mr. Harman: Don’t you think there are
other avenues?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Just think how cour-
ageous these Aboriginel leaders are when,
in a place like Port Hedland where a
tremendous amount of drinking Is in-
dulged in by the Aborigines, the President
of the Port Hedland Aboriginal Progress
Club (Mr. Septu Brahim) has gone out of
his way to advocate that the drinking
rights should be tsken away irom the
Aborigines.

Mr. Bickerton: What is his name?

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Minister {for
Housing is the member for the district,
so he should know. The progress club
would be a fairly important organisation,
yvet its president is advocating that the
drinking rights should be taken away
from the Aboriginal people. He s not
doing that maliclously; he is not doing it
because he has something agalinst alcohol;
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he is doing it because he realises that ex-
cessive drinking is having a serious effect
on the people of his race. I think it is
reasonable to say that he is only one of
many who have expressed similar senti-
ments. I think it is reasonable for us to
heed the opinlons of such people,

T we were to move around the various
Ahoriginal reserves in Western Australia
where there are congregations of Abori-
gines and we were to approach the women
involved and ask what they thought about
the situation they would say overwhelm-
ingly that drinking rights should be taken
away from their people. Those women
have had the experiences, over and over
again, of being beaten by their husbands.
They have seen thelr social service bene-
fits, which they receive fortnightly, dis-
sipated in the hotels. ‘They have seen
their children go hungry and go without
clothing because the husbands spend s
great proportion of the soelal service hene-
fits In the hotels.

In those circumstances we can accuse
the Commonwealth Government—aided
and abetted by the State Government—of
wasteful expenditure and the squandering
of money. That money should be directed
towards the technical education of the
Aborigines in Western Australiz and else-
where in Australia, It should be used to
create lob opportunities for the Abori-
gines, If they were to do some work,
whether it be for the stations, for local
authorities, or for others, and were to re-
celve a wage in return then, obviously,
they would benefit as a consequence. How-
ever, the policy of handouts—of giving
them something and expecting nothing in
return—can only lead to the debasement
of the Aborigines. We do not need a
Royal Commission to establish that fact.
Anyone with any knowledge of Aborigines
realises that this 1s so.

Mr. Blckerton: When the Bill to allow
drinking rights for Aborigines was golng
through this House a few years ago—when
you were on this side—how did you vote?

Mr, GRAYDEN: T voted in favour of
drinking rights for Aborigines, in selected
areas.

Mr. O'Connor: I did not.

Mr, Ridge: The drinking rights were
granted by the present Government, not by
members from this side of the House.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Bickerton: You do not know what
you are talking about.

Mr, GRAYDEN: The memher for Pil-
bara does not know. On the 1st July, 1971,
his Government extended drinking rights
to the Kimberley and the eastern gold-
flelds,

Mr. Ridee: That was one of the first
acts of the Labor Government.

Mr. GRAYDEN: That was at a time
when the nomadic Abarigines were coming
into the towns.
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Mr. Bickerton: How did you vote?

Mr. Ridge: I did not have an opportun-
ity to vote.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. GRAYDEN: The drinking righis
were extended at a time when, in the towns
to which I have previously referred, the
Aborigines were unclothed and carrying
spears. It was at a time when those people
were still nomadic; when they hunted for
their food, and when they were dependent
on the land for & living. This Government
granted drinking rights at that time.

Mr. Bickerton: That Government.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Not that Government
at all. On the 1lst July, 1971, drinking
rights were exfended to the Aborigines in
the Kimberley and the eastern goldfields
by the present Government. No-one can
dispute that and I suggesi the member for
Pilbara has overlooked the fact. He can
refer to any of the reports from the De-
partment of Native Welfare.

Mr, Bickerton: Which Gavernment gave
drinking rights o the Aborigines In the
Pilbara?

Mr. GRAYDEN: It was a Liberal-Coun-
try Party Government, but we are not
eriticising that. We are criticising the ex-
tension of drinking rights te Aborigines
who are not capable of handling drink, and
now they are getting into serious trouble.
During the first year of the term of the
present Government drinking rights were
extended to Aborigines in the eastern gold-
fields and in the township of Laverton
there were 650 convictions for drinking.
The normal number of convictions in that
town was 30 or so. However, there were
650 convictions for drinking in the first
year after the present Government ex-
tended drinking rights to that town.

Mr. Bickerton: The member for South
Perth said, “extended”.

Mr. GRAYDEN: That
poinf; extended.

Mr. Bickertan: Now, who Introduced the
drinking rights?

Mr. GRAYDEN:; It was a Libersl-Coun-
try Party Government which gave drink-
ing rights to the Aborigines, but in selected
areas.

Mr. Bickerton: And you voted for it.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Of course I did, and I
would vote in favour of it again.

Mr. O'Neil: What did the member for
Pilbara do?

Mr. Bickerton: I voted for it.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Drinking rights were
extended to areas where Aborlgines wers
nomadie, and that is the reason for all the
trouble, Soclal service benefits are being
handed out on a scale never seen before to
huge congregations of Aborigines sitting
under trees. Those Aborigines have no
expenses at all, and Instead of spending

is the whole
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the money on their familles, as was orig-
inally intended, they are spending it in the
local hotels. Can the member for Pilbara,
or the Minister for Labour, justify that
action? If they claim to justify it, they
are also justifying a policy of genocide,
and the Federal Government would be
suspect in the extreme.

Mr. Bickerion: If the Aborigines were
sitting under the trees there would not
be any complaints.

Mr. GRAYDEN: 1 suspect fhe motives
of this Government and those of the Fed-
eral Government. It would appear that
tl"l;y have embarked on a policy of geno-
cide.

A situation existed in Alaska which was
patently obvious and open for all ta see.
The Eskimos in that country were being
reduced to a mendicant pecple as a con-
sequence of liguor. Notwithstanding that
experience this Government ex‘tended
drinking rights to the Aborigines in the
Kimberley and the eastern goldfields, and
it is virtually bringing about a situation
akin to that which applied to the Eskimos
in Alaska. The Minister for Housing and
the Minister for Labour talk about what
is happening as far as drinking is con-
cerned, and consider that drinking rights
are desirable even though they seriously
impair the health of the Aborlgines, as a
people.

During last year, or perhaps it was the
yvear before, the member for Murchison-
Eyre and I went through the Warburton
Range, to the Docker River, and to the
Northern Territory. On that occasion I
was rather interested to find that the
great majority of the Aborigines in the
Docker River area came from the West-
ern Australian side of the border. The
Docker River is only Just across the
border of the Northern Territory. They
were all members of the Pitjantjatjara
tribe which inhabits that particular area.

Approximately 1,300 Abaorigines frem
that tribe were sitting down under trees,
at the Docker River, and playing cards.
Under no circumstances would they think
of going out and hunting kangaroos with
spears, as they did a few years ago. They
would not dream of shooting a kangaroo
unless they had & settlement truck to take
them hunting. There was no suggestion
of thelr getting any wood for themselves
unless a truck was supplied for them.

The Docker River settlement has been
established in a most picturesque valley
which was specially selected. The trees
were beautiful but the Aborigines have
simply broken the branches from the
trees and left them to dry, knowing that
at some future date they could use the
wood. However, they certainly would not
go out and obtain wood from other areas
unless they were provided with a vehicle.
The 1,300 Aborigines were dependent on
social service handouts. As they had
nothing to spend the money on, they sat
down and played cards.
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Mr. Bickerton: That is a change.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The same sltuation
applies at the Warburton Mission. It was
a revelation to go there after a lapse of
15 or 20 years. I visited the area in 1953
and again in 1956. At the time the Abori-
gines were nomadic people hunting for a
living. When I returned two years ago 1
found that the Warburton Mission was &
graveyard of cars.

Mr. Bickerton: That was before the
present Grovernment came into office.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Aborigines had
spent their social service benefits on cars
and ahandoned vehicles were to be seen
everywhere,

Mr, Coyne: All bluel

Mr. GRAYDEN: There were literally
hundreds of cars. I suppose when one car
hroke down they toock out the engine,
differential, etc. and put those parts in
another car, This was the situation,

I can understand that there were bound
to be some problems when social service
benefits were first extended to Aborigines
not so many years ago. However, now the
problems have become patently obvious,
particularly in the last few months, and
it is high time to do something about
them,

It is idiotic that several hundred
Aborigines at a place such as the Warbur-
ton Misslon are recelving social service
benefits on a scale of this kind. A person
in the metropolitan area, who supports a
family of the same size, has to meet all
sorts of costs which the Aborigines there
do not have to meet. At the Warburton
Mission no Aboriginal pays rent, water
rates, local authority rates, or electricity
rates.

Mr. Coyne: They do not pay for gun
licenses.

Mr. GRAYDEN: No, an Aboriginal does
not pay for a gun license; possibly he does
not pay for a dog license, or anything else
of a similar nature. He has virtually no
costs. All they do is to sit down and draw
social service benefits. This is excessive
and wasteful expenditure on the part of
the Commonwealth Government, which s
aided and abetted by the Btate Govern-
ment.

In the interests of the Aborigines them-
selves, If they are to receive benefits of
this kind it is imperative that they should
do some work in return. This does not
mean that they must work for extremely
long hours but they should do something
to enable them to maintaln their dignjtv
as a race. :

Mr. Bickerton: Do you think we should
move them all to Perth?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I have mentioned the
situation at the Warburton. I did not
quite hear the interjection of the Minis-
ter for Housing.
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Mr. Bickerton: Would you like us to
move them down to Perth?

Mr, GRAYDEN: They are already mov-
ing down to Perth. There is no question
about this. Perth is experlencing an influx
of Aborigines from the outlying areas.
Again, this has been brought about largely
through the policies of the present Gov-
ernment which has got away completely
from the idea of decentralisation. There
are no work opportunittes in outlying
areas and little accommodation.

Mr, Bickerton: You said they would not
work.

Mr, GRAYDEN: I sheould like to refer
now to some of the other instances of
wasteful expenditure on the part of both
the State and Federal Governments. My
first comment concerns the State Govern-
ment. The Aboriginal section of the
Depariment for Community Welfare has
recently been.buying stations in the north-
west. I am horrified at some of the sta-
tlons which the depariment has bought.

Mr. Bickerton: The owners were happy.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Of course they wculd
be happy because of the prices paid. How-
ever, we must take Into consideration the
fact that the Aborigines who are to settle
on the stations will not be happy. This is
the point I am making,

Mr. Bickerton: You say that they will
not be happy in the north and will not be
happy if they are brought down to the
city.

Mr. GRAYDEN: We want to do some-
thing of consequence for Aborigines and
not effect a policy of genocide as is hap-
pening at the moment, Mt. Minnle at
Onslow has been purchased as an Abori-
ginal station. At Roebourne, two stations,
Cherrita and Mt. Welcome, have been
bought. The stations which have bheen
purchased for Aborigines by the Depart-
ment for Community Welfare have never
been stations where individuals could
make a reasonable living, What chance
will the Aborigines have? They will have
none at all. Their task is uiterly and
completely impossible; yet, the Govern-
ment has gone ahead and bought stations
of that kind. For this reason I seriously
doubt the motives of the Government. T
believe the Government is going out of its
way to make gestures with the objective of
buying the Aboriginal vote and that the
(g}iovernment has no real regard for Abori-

nes.

Mr. Bickerton: The Aboriginal vote put
the member for Kimberley in. We did not
buy any votes! '

Mr. GRAYDEN: If Aborigines were to
realise what the Lahor Government did in
respeet of Moola Bulls station in the Kim-
berley they would continue to elect the
present member for Kimberley, if only for
that reason. Moola Bulla station was sold
by a Labor Government and a Labor
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Government is currently buying other sta-
tions for Aborigines. Moola Bulla station
in the Kimberley was regarded as the very
finest. Many described it as the finest sta-
tion In Australia. This is how good it was.
The sale was made a long time ago—in
approximately 1962, I think. At the {ime
the station was worth $1,800,000. It was
sold by the Labor Government of the day
for $200,000.

Mr. T. D, Evans: This is trotting out the
ghosts!

Mr. GRAYDEN: Some members of the
Government which sold Moola Bulla now
occupy prominent positions in the present
Government. For instance, the present
Premier was a member of that Govern-
ment and there are others.

Mr. Hartrey: No Labor Government
sold anything in 1962,

Mr. GRAYDEN: I said at approximately
that time.

Mr. Ridge: We are now buying Taiwan-
ese fishing vessels for the same peaple at
a far greater price than was paid for the
station.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I will try to tell the
member for Boulder-Dundas the correct
year, I have it written down somewhere.

Mr. Harman: I think it was in 1955.

Mr. GRAYDEN: It was later than that.
The actual date is not very important. At
the time there was a debate on the sub-
ject in this House.

Mr, Harman: It was a long time ago.

Mr, GRAYDEN: Altogether several hun-
dred Aborigines were living on Moola
Bulla station because it was on tribal
ground.

Mr. O'Connor: It was during the Hawke
regime.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Yes, that is right. It
was the finest station in the Kimberley
and regarded as the finest in Australia.
The Labor Government of the day went
ahead and sold that station for a pittance
—4$200,000.

Mr. Bickerton: Have you read Hensard?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Since then it has been
resold many times. Anyone who had re-
mained on it would have become a mil-
lionaire. It was sold by the Labor Gov-
ernment of the day and the terms of the
deal were quite incredible, An individual
had a house in South Perth which was
valued at $15,000, or less, and he put that
up as depostt. He did not put up anything
else. He rounded up a couple of thousand
cattle, sold these, and paid for the pro-
perty.

This man subsequently received several
hundred thousand dollars from a sale of
cattle from the property. He then sold
the property for $300,000. It was scld
again within a very short space of time
to Mr. Stein for $400,000, and then very
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shortly afterwards Mr. Stein refused an
offer oi $1,000,000, The Labor Govern-
ment of this State sold—

Mr. T. D. Evans: This is just & case of
trotting out ghosts.

Mr. GRAYDEN: —this property for a
low figure. Now the Government is buy-
ing abandoned stations in an attempt to
give the impression it is doing something
of consequence for the Aborigines. Noth-
ing could be further from the truth.
Under no circumstances could the Abori-
gines make a go of the three stations I
have mentioned—Mt. Minnie, Cherrita,
and Mt. Welcome. And yet, as I say, the
Labor Government is flaunting this as
being something of consequence for the
Aborigines.

Mr. Bickerton: They were not aban-
doned stations.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I hesitated to mention
Panter Downs, because it is not in quite
the same category, No-one has been able
to make a success of Panter Downs. The
difficulties in making that station viable
are enormous. However, the Government
has handed the station over to the Ahori-
gines. I find this a rather strange policy
on the part of a Government and it is in
the category of wasteful extravagance and
senszless expenditure.

Let us get away from the guestion of
the shocking sale of Mools Bulla and onto
the question of education. I wish to quote
from an article in the Daily News of the
3rd August, 1973, headed, “Tribal dialects
‘no school help’,” which reads—

Part-Aboriginal schoolteacher Mrs.
May O'Brien (formerly Miller) is not
happy about a plan for bilingual edu-
calion of Aboriginal children.

Mrs. O'Brien said today the move
by the W.A. Education Department
was “waste of time and money.”

The department is seeking six W.A.
teachers to take a course in Pitjant]-
atjara, the Aboriginal language of the
‘Western Desert.

I will not read the whole article. How-
ever, this shows that the Labor Govern-
ment is trying to give the impression it is
doing something for the Aborigines. It
says it will instruect six teachers in the
Pitjantjatjara language. Members are
aware that there are many different
Aboriginal languages in Western Austra-
lia, and Pitjantjatjara is used only locally.
It seems to me it is the helght of ahs-
urdity that any Government could regard
this proposal as being of real value. This
view is shared by the woman I have already
quoted. She is an Aboriginal school
teacher and she comes from this area.
She is one who knows the problem. At
the moment she is teaching in Perth, and
has been for a long time. She Is highly-
qualified and an excellent teacher, but she
says that this move by the Education De-
partment is a waste of time and money.
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She should know; as I say, she Is a mem-
ber of the Pitjantjatjara tribe. This is
another example of the Government’s ex-
travagance and squandering of money.

I would like now to turn to another ex-
ample. An article appeared In The West
Australian of the 14th July, headed,
“R.AAPF. will drop supplies to W.A.
natives”. It reads as follows—

An R.AAF. aircraft will drop food
supplies this morning to the Aborl-
ginal community at Warburton,
nearly 1,000 miles north-east of Perth,
It has been cut off by road because of
heavy rains.

Food at the community is running
low and a supply truck is unable to
get past Laverton, 350 miles south-
west of Warburton.

The emergency air supplies for the
400 Aborigines at Warburton have
been arranged by the State Civil
Emergency Service.

An RAATF. Dakotea was scheduled
to leave Pearce about 4.30 am. today
and parachute the food to the mission
about 10.30 a.m.—in time for lunch.

If ever there was a case of wasteful ex-
penditure, this is it! Whilst the Govern-
ment was arranging emergency food drops
to these people, no doubt with the sole
purpose in mind of giving the impression
that it has the Interests of Aborigines at
heart—

Mr. Hartrey: QOr preventing their starv-
ing to death,

Mr. GRAYDEN: If they were starving to
death, then so was the member for
Boulder-Dundas. ‘That is how much he
knows of the situation. Of course, he
comes Ifrom Kalgoorlie and he ought to
know what the situation is.

Mr. Hartrey: How far away is this?

Mr. GRAYDEN: This is 600 miles away
—not as the crow flies.

Mr. Hartrey: I am not a crow anyway!

Mr., GRAYDEN: I am rather surprised
that the member for Boulder-Dundas is
not aware of the way in which the Gov-
ernment squandered money on that occa-
sion. If he does not know, who does?

Mr. Hartrey: You, apparently. Tell us.
will you?

Mr. Coyne: If you listen he will.

Mr. GRAYDEN: While the State Civil
Defence and Emergency Service was flying
out food to the Warburton Range, 600
miles from Kalgoorlie and much further
from Perth, a truck was bringing foot-
ballers in from the Docker River Mission,
via the Warburton Mission, to play in Kal-
goorlie that weekend. They came to
Laverton first and then went on. So whilst
the truck brought in the Aboriginal foot-
ballers, the Clvil Defence and Emergency
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Service went ahead with its airdrop. As
I say, this move was calculated apparently
to give the impression that the Govern-
ment has a very soft spot for the Abo-
rigines and nothing is too much trouble
and no expenditure is too great for them.

I can recall that in about 1957 I drew the
attention of the House to the plight of an
Aboriginal on the Canning stock route, A
helicopter owned by & certain organisation
had found a crippled Aboriginal on the
stock route. He was belng carried around
on the back of another in the middle of
summer. My plea to the Labor Govern-
ment of the day was for an expenditure of
$400 to pick up that injured Aboriginal.
However, this action was considered to be
too costly and too much trouble. Subse-
quently, we saw a report about 40 Abori-
gines who were starving on the stock route.
Again nothing was dene. I could quote
instance after instance of this type. How-
ever, because of the new outlook on the
part of the Labor Party—and I emphasise
it is a very new outlook—it has taken the
actions I have mentioned. It sent an air-
craft from Pearce to drop food to the
Warburton Mission when vehlcles were
bringing people from that area to play
football. These vehicles had no difficulty
in getting through. This is another in-
stance of wasteful, senseless, and extrava-
gant expenditure.

Mr, Bickerton: I think you are a mem-
ber of the “dia-tribe"!

Mr, Coyne: They won the match any-
way.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Obviously Government
members are not aware of what 1s happen-
ing. Certainly the member for Boulder-
Dundas did not know of events in his
region.

Mr. Hartrey: Not my region—it is 600
miles away,

Mr. GRAYDEN: By bringing these
things to the notice of the Government, I
hope we will see some marked improve-
ment in the very near future,

Sir Charles Court: Hope springs eternal!

Mr. GRAYDEN: There are many other
matters I could mention, but I do not
think there is much point in referring to
them.

Mr. Bickerton: I would not think so!

Mr. GRAYDEN: So much of this waste-
ful, extravagant expenditure is seen that
one should really save one’s breath, be-
cause despite the fact that these matters
are raised they will have no effect on this
Government,

Mr, Bickerton: You had 12 years to fix
all these troubles.

Mr. GRAYDEN:. This Labor Govern-
ment gave the kiss of death to Aboriginal
advancement in Australia many years ago.
In 1956 a Select Committee was appointed
from members of this House to inguire
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into the plight of Aborigines in the War-
burton-Laverton area, and it arrived at
this concluston-——

CONCLUSION.

The Committee has arrived at the
conclusion that the plight of the
aborigines in the Warburton-Laverton
area is deplorable to the extreme. The
natives lack even the most basic
necessitles of life. Malnutrition and
blindness and disease, abortion and
infanticide and burns and other In-
jurles are commonplace. Game is ex-
tremely scarce on the reserve, water
supplies for drinking precarious, and
adequate medical attention far beyond
the resources of the Warburton Mis-
slon. Employment opportunities for
mission educated children are hope-
lessly insufficient and in the cireum-
staneces education only serves to leave
them more poorly fitted for fending
for themselves when thrown back on
their own resources at the completion
of that education. Immediate food
and medical aid are urgently necessary
for these people and permanent pro-
vision for them a pressing obligation
on the State.

The Select Committee also made many re-
commendations but I will not read them
to the House. However, those recommenda-
tions form the basis of what has been put
into effect In respect of various projects
throughout Western Australla by the State
and Commonwealth Governments at the
present time. Nevertheless at the time
the recommendations were made by the
Select Comrmittee it was a Labor Govern-
ment which placed the kiss of death on
that report. As a result of no action being
taken on the recommendations contalned
in that report 17 years have been lost.

Mr. Bickerton: How can you say that?
We were not the Government then. Why
did not vou do something about it?

Mr. GRAYDEN: That report was made
in 1956 and there was a Labor Govern-
ment in office at that time. It damned
the report and so we are 17 years behind
scrateh in regard to the implementation
of the recommendations.

Let me return to the question on which
I have already spoken—the wasteful and
extravagant expenditure on Aborigines by
the Labor Government. I may as well save
my breath because nothing that I say will
be given any consideration. Possibly 12
months ago I made a speech in the House
outlining the situation in regard to the
Aboriginal Advancement Council, and re-
ferring particularly to its president and
its secretary. Following the comments I
made at that time, the Minister for Labour
made a speech which is recorded In Han-
sard. He said that my speech was the most
disgraceful he had ever heard because
I was critical of Mr. Een Winder who was
secretary of that organisation.
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I would say that as a consequence of his
remarks one Aboriginal child has now lost
his life. I say that for this reason: When
I raised the matter at that time I pointed
out that Mr. Ken Winder had a police
record and had fired a bullet through the
car of another individual. I pointed out
that he had been convicted of that offence.
On another occasion he hit somebody on
the head with a bottle of wine. He was
convicted and was on parole at the time
I spoke in the House. However, this Gov-
ernment disregarded what I sald. Shortly
afterwards he was appointed as the
superintendent of a hostel for coloured
youth in Perth, and not long after that,
in a drunken spree, & youth by the name
of Bonner, who was 17 years of age and
well respected, was stabbed by enother
inmate of the hostel near the hostel, and
Mr. Winder was in the party. I understand
that today the father of that youth is &
broken man. I therefore suggest to the
member for Boulder-Dundas and the
member for Kalgoorlle who refused to
accept what I sald that when they return
to their electorates they should contact
the father of that youth.

However, that is not the point I want
to make. My point is that this Govern-
ment disregarded what I had to say about
Mr. Ken Winder and now we find he has
a most responsible Commonwealth posi-
tion. The Commonwealth Government
recently established a Natlonal Aboriginal
Consultative Committee. Thils committee
has published all sorts of advertisements
in the Press. I have one here, which
reads—

Are you an Aboriginal? or a Torres
Strait Islander? If so read this im-
portant notice:

The Australlan Government has ap-
proved the formation of a Natlonal
Aboriginal Consultative Committee
(N.A.C.C.) to advise the Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs on policy matters.

The advertisement contlnues on simitar
lines.

The person who has been made respon-
sible faor enrolling all Aborigines in West-
ern Australia so that they may become
eligible to vote for members appointed to
the N.ACC, is none other than Mr, Ken
Winder. He is Western Australia’s top
representative in Canberra and he claims
he has direct access to the Prime Minister.
At the moment he Is ensconced, not in &
reasonable hotel In Perth, but at the
QGateway Inn.

Mr. Coyne: At $18 a night.

Mr. GRAYDEN: For a single room the
lowest tariff is $16 a night and that does
not include breakfast or any other service.
I understand that Mr. Winder is conduct-
ing all his activities from the Gateway
Inn and that he has a suite there.

Mr. Bickerton: I bet he has!
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Mr. GRAYDEN: This is all being done
at the expense of the Commonwealth. I
have spoken about the wasteful and ex-
travagant expenditure on Aborigines. Let
us look around this House. The member
for Avon, who 1Is the Chairman of Co-
operative Bulk Handling Limited, having
regard for the funds of his shareholders
and in view of his holding that position,
would not, I am sure, when he came to
Perth, stay at the Gateway Inn. Yet Mr.
Ken Winder, with the record which I
have outlined to the House, has been em-
braced by the Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs (The Hon. G. M. Bryant) and he
has made him his personal representative
for Western Australia. He has been en-
sconced In a sulte at the Gateway Inn
and conducts his operations from there,
meking it plain to everyone that all this
is at the expense of the Commonwealth.

Mr. Q'Neil: What sort of pushbike does
he ride?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am simply quoting
instances of extravagant expenditure and
I think the situation is deplorable,

I return, therefore, to the reasons for
moving my motlon. They are simply that
although huge sums of money have been
spent on Aborigines that money has been
squandered on senseless, wastefu! and ex-
travagant expenditure as distinet from
the expenditure of money in real terms,
because very little is being done to pro-
vide Aborigines with a way of life that is
acceptable to them. I believe thet the
policy of handing out huge sums of un-
employment benefits on a more cr less
permanent basis instead of providing edu-
cation opportunities to the Aborigines is
debasing these people and making them
a race of mendicants. I believe that the
health of Aborigines in Western Australia
is being seriously impalred as a result of
the excessive consumption of aleohol
bought with social service handouts, and
tha{, meanwhile, their children are suffer-
ing from neglect, malnutrition, and cther
attendant ills,

Finally, I believe that projects under-
taken as a result of the present Goverti-
ment’s policy are bringing about the
degradetion of Aborigines. This policy Is
creating an enormous Aboriginal problem
when none should exist.

MR. E. H M. LEWIS (Moore) [4.50
pm,J: T feel impelled to make a short
contribution to the debate. One could
feel that the subject is almost sub judice
in view of the fact that currently an
inquiry into Aboriginal affairs is being
held in Western Australia.

Throughout his speech on the motion
this afternoon the member for South Perth
has been subjected to a great deal of
criticism. I do not rise to defend all his
remarks because I do not agree with all
of them and I do not agree entirely with
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the wording of the motion. I agree with
some of his remarks and with some of
the wording of the motion. I rise now not
in any spirit of party Dolitics because I
have always maintained that the Abori-
ginal problemn transcends party politics.

Mr., Hartrey: Hear, hear!

Mr. E. H. M. LEWIS: I have maintain-
ed that ever since I have been a member
here. However, I do wish to impress upoh
those members who have been elected
since the member for South Perth was
first elected that if they checked through
the volumes of Hansard for the wvarious
years they would find that on many occa-
slons he has been outspoken in his
criticism of Governments of all political
colours on matters he has {felt were
inimical to the welfare of Aborigines.

Mr. T. D. Evans: He went silent for
many years, too.

Mr. E, H. M. LEWIS: I do not think he
has been. A check of the records will cer-
tainly not substantiate the Minlster's
interjection. Because of the actions of the
member for South Perth in the past we
must come to the conclusion that when
he makes statements he does so because of
his sincere concern for the welfare of
Aborigines. I say again that I have not
always gone along with what the member
for South Perth has said, but I do think
he is actuated by = desire to do soemething
for the Aboriginal pecple and by his deep
concern for the fact that despite the
efforts of Governments, as highly maoti-
vated as they might have been—and I am
referring to successive Governments he-
cause I am not being party political on
this subject—the Aborigines have been
degraded. Some uplift has cccurred in
some spheres, but generally the degrada-
tion has continued.

Regardless of our political colour, those
of us who move around the State, par-
ticularly in some of the far-flung areas,
cannot but agree with the member for
South Perth that many of the Aborigines
are not as good as they were, and I am
not referring to their meorals. They have
been undermined. I am an ex-Minister
for Native Welfare, but I have always felt
that to a degree we have been groping in
the dark, We have shaped our policy on
the best advice available to us over the
years. This advice has been, flrstly, that
of our departmental heads, and I am not
questioning their sincerity or ability. How-
ever they, tco, have been faced with a
problem. They have locked to their field
officers for advice, and the present
Minisier for Labour was one of those field
officers who have given their advice with
the udmost sincerity.

We have been tryving to understand dark
minds over the years, and this has not
been easy. It has never been possible to
find out what the Aborigines feel about
this sort of thing, but they are very quick
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to sense the kind of answers they think we
want, and they are ready to give them.
Often those answers are not hecessarily
accurate and do not glve us the luiorma-
tion we seek.

It is because of this difficulty in com-
munication that a few years ago, during
the regime of the coalition Government,
an advisory council was established. I
am not claiming any kudos for that council
because I know that successive Govern-
ments of all political eolours have imple-
mented good policies, and progress has
been made. However, we have moved so
many steps forward but at the same time
we have been consclous that we have also
slipped back so many steps, and the net
progress has been painfully slow.

‘We must remember, too, that we have
been trying to take a race of people out
of a very old culture and assimilate them
with our own, and we have been trylng to
do this in the short pericd of a few gen-
erations. This has been very difficult and
eruel in some cases. If some Aborigines
have fallen by the wayside, do not let us
be too ready to blame them. I think we
must sympathise with their situation, but
sympathy is not enough.

Mr. Hartrey: We must sympathise with
their neighbours very often, (oo.

Mr. E. H M, LEWIS: That 1s right, and
we do. We must also remember that an
increasing proportion of these people are
only part Aboriginal, the other part being
white. Therefore to some degree we can
blame only ourselves for their degradation.

I belleve the present Federal Minister—
and I am not saying this in a party-polit-
lcal sense, because the previous Federal
Minister did much the same thing, although
not on such a large scale—is motivated
more by his heart than his head. Much
money 1s beilng spent, but I would have
preferred the motion to read—

This House views with concern—

{a) the abysmal fallure of both
the State and Commonwealth
Governments, past and pres-
ent, to comprehend the nature
and full extent of the problems
which confront Aborigines In
Western Australla;

That Is true. No Government—State or
Federal of whatever polltical colour—has
fully comprehended the nature and extent
of thelr problems. I would Hke the motion
to continue—

(b) the wasteful and extravagant
expenditure by the State and
Federal Governments—

I do net know, however, whether I should
include the State Government hecause It
has never had so much money that it
could be extravagant in its expenditure, 1
do not want to Include the portion con-
cerning motivation because I do not really
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think that Governments have been moti-
vated by the thought that they can buy
Aboriginal votes. My motlon continues—

—because such an expenditure
can result only in the debase-
ment of Aborigines and will
reduce them to a permanent
mendicant race.

What can we do about the problem? An
inquiry Is belng held at present and we
can but awalt with interest the findings of
the Royal Commission. However, this is not
the first Inquiry of this kind to be held—
not by any means. The commlissioner will
travel around and keep his eves open and
his ear to the ground. He will receive
submissions and then, on the evidence
presented to him and as a result of his own
opinions, he will welgh up the situation
and make certain recommendations.

Let no-one be optimistic and think that
this 1s the answer to all the problems and
the solutton to everything, because it will
not be. It never has been In the past and
it will not be for a long time to come. It
will undoubtedly result in some further
moves forward and, In that regard, it
should not be a waste of time.

1 concur with the member for South
Perth completely in saying that there has
been some fairly extravagant expenditure.
The member for South Perth mentioned the
expenditure of $5,000,000 which the Minis-
ter sald has been set aside each year for
the purchase of stations. In the same
statement the Minister admitted that it
will be necessary to have white overseers
in charge for an Indefinlte perlod. I could
not agree with him more. The Minister is
being quite realistic in this matter. It will
be necessary to have white overseers for a
long time. If the Government thinks it
will be only one or two years before the
Aborigines on the stations will he In a
positlon to manage them for themselves,
I am afrald the Government will be sadly
disillusioned, because this will not be the
case.

One of the biggest problems assoclated
with the Aboriginal guestion—and it has
been mentioned this afternoon—is the pay-
ment of soclal service benefifs. I do not
blame the present Federal Government for
this because, In fact, the previous Federal
Government introduced payment of soclal
service henefits to Aborigines. They were
made on the same scale as those given to
white people and perhaps this 1= quite a
reasonable attitude to adopt In looking at
the matter from many ways. Why should
a man with black skin receive less in social
services than one with white skin?

Mr. Hartrey: If the Aboriginal has a
vote he has citlzenship and the same rights
as a white man.

Mr, O'Connor: No, he has better rights.
Mr. E. H M, LEWIS: The argument of

colour Is the one that is used. The point
is that a white man, who is unemployed
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and drawing soclal services, finds he can-
not live in the manner to which he has
been accustomed over the years. There-
fore, he moves out and tries to obtain em-
ployment so that he may improve his
standard of living. A white man, worthy
of the name, is not content to exist on
low soclal service payments and is anxious
to better himself. However many Abo-
rigines, by virtue of the standard of living
to which they have been accustomed over
many years, are content to live on social
service payments. Many of them live com-
pletely on social service payments and can
live just as well, or even better, than they
did before. This is a difficult question to
get around.

I go along with the suggestion that
rations should be given instead of cash.
However, I acknowledge that many diffi-
culties could be involved. In many of our
country towns we could see an Aboriginal
whom we think ought to be trusted only
with a ration order, but next to him we
could see one who has adopted our way of
life and is a good citizen in every respect.
Many Aborigines are fine citizens. Not
all are drunkards. Some are quite sober—
in fact, abstemious—and good workers who
earn good money, often by shearing for a
large part of the year—and doing a good
job, too, These Aborigines keep their wives
and families in homes which are as neat
as those of any white man. Thils happens
and I know some Abgorigines who would
feel disdain at the thought of the Govern-
ment looking after their wives and their
families. I know one in particular who
said that no Government would loock after
his wife and family because he would do
it himself. This is a fine spirit.

How do we differentiate? To whom do
we glve a ration order and to whcem do we
give a payment in cash? How would we
discriminate? These are some of the prob-
lems,

I concur, too, with the suggestion made
by the member for South Perth that we
should do more about establishing train-
ing centres. When we were in Govern-
ment we set about doing this bui training
centres are extremely costly. When I was
Minister we had the idea to establish a
training centre at Port Hedland because
of the large industrial and mining develop-
ment in the area and the number of an-
cillary services which were necessary. We
thought it would be extremely good if local
people could be employed. We acknow-
ledged that they would have to be trained
but, having been trained and being local
people, we thought they would he more
likely to stick at their job.

We set about the task of establishing a
training centre, The anticipated cost was
$750,000 or less at the time. Of course, it
has escalated since then. We had to look
to the Commonwealth and, at that time,
it was like squeezing blood out of a stone
to try to get money from the Common-
wealth for this purpose. We have not
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always had the best co-operation from
the Commonwealth Government. When
Mr, Wentworth was the Federal Minister
he laid it down that all States had to
eliminate any form of discrimination
against Aborigines. He waved a big stick
and said that if the States did not do this
he would take the steps to see that they
did. Queensland was in some trouble be-
cause it had a number of Aborigines, as
we did, who were not ready for drinking
rights. This was one of the forms of dis-
crimination.

The Minister for Housing interjected on
the member for South Perth and asked
whether he supported the legislation that
was inftroduced at that time. I remind
the Minister for Housing that the legislation
in question did not give Aborigines access
to liquor in any part of Western Australia.
With the exception of those with citizen-
ship rights they were forbidden legal ac-
cess, Let us put that category aside for the
moment. Those without citizenship rights
were prohibited from legal access to liquor.

In 1963 we amended the Act to give the
Milniscer power to make exceptions to this
rule,

Mr. Hartrey: They did it long before
1663. It may not have been law, but it
was done., It did not really extend to
liquor.

Mr. E. H. M. LEWIS: That was incor-
porated In the citizenship rights.

Mr. Hartrey: Yes.

Mr. E. H M. LEWIS: Setting aside the
compargtive few at the time with citl-
zenship rights the great majority of
Aborigines in this State had no legal ac-
cess to ligquor. '‘The Parliament then
amended the Act to glve the Minister the
right to 1ift this prohibition, elther in
whole or in part, and, consequently, on
the 1st July, 1964, the prohlbition was
lifted in the socuth-west part of this State.
The Minister did not have to bring a Bill
before the Parliament to enable the pro-
hibition to be lifted. He had the power
by virtue of the legislation which had al-
ready been passed. The member for
South Perth supported this legislation as
did members of the present Government.

Mr. Lapham: Where did the idea of
giving Aborigines access to liquor come
from initlally?

Mr. E. H. M, LEWIS: Is the honourable
member referring to Aborigines outside
those with citizenship rights?

Mr. Lapham: Yes.

Mr, E. H M. LEWIS: I could be sub-
Ject to correction because I am going hack
a few years. I confess to having intro-
duced the legislation. Whether it is &
fallure or otherwise, I confess to this. I
was advised by the head of my depart-
ment at the time that this was what we
ought to do. This advice was given long
before 1964. In fact it was given almost a
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couple of years previously when I first
took over the porifolio. I was under some
pressure to do this but I resisted it because
I feared the consequences. I travelled
to the north and to the Eastern States
visiting many reserves in all parts of Aus-
tralia. I went at my own expense to New
Zealand to see the situation with the
Maoris. I came back and sald, rather re-
luctantly, that we would try this in the
south-west part of the State where the
Aborigines were more sophisticated than
those in other parts of the State. I took
the action with a great deal of trepidation.

On the day the prohibition was lified I
gave my department instructions to phone
various country towns to see what the
situation was and to let me know im-
mediately. At first they reported every
day; then, every week; and then, every
month. I followed the position closely.
It was not until 1966 that the next step
was taken and the prohibition was lifted
to include towns such as Port Hedland,
and others in the north. After that,
Aborigines in the western half of the State
virtually had acoess to Hquor,

Mr. May: Was it because of the reports
you received from the officers on the posi-
tion in the south-west that you extended
it to the north?

Mr. E. H M. LEWIS: I was encouraged
during that two-year period. I was ad-
vised that the Aborigines seemed to be
taking to thelr liguor and were not unduly
excessive in their consumption. Of course
some were and some were not. The in-
dication was that, in the course of time,
they would learn to drink lke white men.
In this respect I want to say that the
white man, himself, has improved in his
drinking habits over the last 50 years.
When I was a boy I remember it was a
dally sight to see a drunken man. One
seldom sees 8 drunken white man today.
They are rare, by comparison.

Sir Charles Court: These days they are
driving home instead of walking home.

Mr. E. H, M. LEWIS: I think there has
been an improvement, whether they drive
away or walk away. In those days they
staggered away.

Mr. May: They could not afford cars.

Mr. E H M. LEWIS: It was in 1966
that we lfted the prohibition in the north=-
west part of the State. I was asked how
long it would be before the prohibition
would be lifted in the remaining parts of
the State. I would not give an answer
but said we would watt and see. We
waited, and kept on waiting, and we went
out of office. I will not say that we would
have done this had we been returned to
office. I do not know what I, or a new
Minister, would have done,

We were under some pressure, but I
was conscious of the problems that could
arise in thoses areas where Aborigines still
walk around with spears, as women walk
around with handbags.
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Mr. Hartrey: Often with an old sheep’s
head on the top of the spear.

Mr. E. H. M. LEWIS: I travelled along
the trans.-line, around KXalgoorlie, to
Jiggalong and to the Warburton. From
what I saw I trembled at the thought of
giving these people ready access to liquor.
It ill behoves the Minister for Housing to
chastise the member for South Perth for
supporting the original legislation. If it
was a bad measure we all erred together.
I am certaln the measure was =accepted
without too much debate at the time. I
know there were some who questioned the
wisdom of it and, in looking back, I think
they were probably justified.

Mr. Lapham: A few did.

Mr. E, H. M. LEWIS: The membher for
South Perth mentioned the language diffi-
culties. We have groped with this subject
over the years. In more recent times I
have heard the present Federal Minister
for Education advocate that Aborigines, in
the early stages of their formal education,
ought to be taught in their own langusage.
This is a controversial matter among
educators. I talked on this subject with
officers in the department when T was
Minister, but the advice given to me was
that the sooner Aborigines got away from
their own language the better. It was =aid
that they should go into schools like any
other youngsters and, in that way, they
would soon pick up English. This is what
we did. Whether we were wrong and the
present Federal Minister is right will be
revealed only by time, We were only
groping, as I have said. I do not think
there Is any more logic in his reasoning
than there was In ours.

The Aboriginal advisory committees are
a step in the right directlion. More re-
cently I have seen a real ray of hope with
the attitude adopted by Aboriginal elders.
The elders are now becoming deeply con-
cerned ahout the moral degradation which
is quite evident amongst their race as a
whole. They are getting together and say-
ing that they must do something about
this. I believe a ray of hope Is now rshin-
ing and that the present Royal Commis-
slon of inguiry will come out with some
recommendations whereby the Jurisdiction
over the behaviour of Aborigines, especi-
ally in outback areas, can he left to the
tribal elders. Perhaps their law may not
conform with ours in many ways bui I
believe that they themselves will discipline
their own people. In the course of time
they might respond and become all the
better for it.

The tribal elders have told me on many
occasions that they have trouble with
their own people who break away from
the tribal system. If we glve tribal elders
the power to discipline their people, there
1s some hope for the future.
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I rose to speak without naving any& also reflects some credit on the Govern-

notes but, having listened to cthe member,
for South Perth, I thought I should make
some contribution to the debate. I do not
altogether agree with the wording of his
motion but . I agree with his concern. as
I think we all must. I hope we will attack
this problem quite outside party politics
because it is too grave to do otherwise.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
T. D. Evans (Attorney-General).

EMPLOYMENT
Commendation of Government: Motion

MR. BATEMAN (Canning) [5.16 p.m.]:
[ move—

This House notes with satisfaction
that the number of registered unem-
ployed, as disclosed by the figures
released for August, s below those for
February, 1971, one week before the
Government assumed office, and the
number of unfilled vacancles is greater,
and in the opinion of this House, the
Government is deserving of commen-
dation upon its outstanding success in
achleving such a remarkable change in
erdployment opportunities, despite the
early difficultles with which it was
confronted,

I trust members will not treat me quite so
abrasively as they did the member for
South Perth, because I am giving the
Government a pat on the back for what it
has done, rather than criticising it for not
dolng what people think perhaps it should
have done.

Sir Charles Court: I am sure this was
done by ballet, ¥You would not do it from
choice.

Mr, BATEMAN: I am sure no-one in the
House would disagree with my motlon. I
have some figures to which I would lke
to refer. They are difficult to memorise so,
with your permission, Mr. Speaker, 1 will
guote them. They were released only a few
days ago by the Department of Labour.

The number of registered unemployed in
Western Australia at the end of August,
1973, was 6,258; at the end of July, 1973,
the figure was 7,956; and at the end of
August, 1972, the figure was 12,544, The
figures for unfilled vacancles as at the same
daties were 4,295, 3,546, and 1,777 respect-
ively.

The number of registered unemployed in
Western Australia In August, 1973, de-
creased by 21.3 per cent. compared with the
previous month. This was the greatest
reduction ever recorded for the month. In
seasonally adjusted terms, unemployment
fell by 12.6 per cent. to 6,542 In that month.

If my memory serves me correctly, last
Christmas there were positions avallable
for all the students leaving high schools
and private schools, and that was the only
time since the war years that positions had
been avallable for all school leavers. This
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ment because of its policles which brought
this sltuation about.

During August, 1973, there was a further
recovery in labour demands, while un-
employment fell to the lowest August level
for three years. This, again, is a filllp to the
Government. Unfilled vacancies continued
to rise sharply, reaching the highest level
for the month since 1969,

During the Supply Bill debate, the mem-
ber for Mirrabooka gave 8 very good speech
for which he had obviously done a tre-
mendous amount of research. He quoted
many facts and figures which were querled
through Interjection hy the Leader of the
Opposition. All the figures which were quer-
jed are contained in the report to which I
am referring, and I will be happy to make
the report avallable.

I have been very Interested in the un-
emplovment problem in this State ever
since the present Government was elected.
When T moved the Address-in-Reply, I
said—-

Since taking office the Government
has been beset by the backlash in
Western Australia of an Australia-wide
recession, derlved from international
trade and currency troubles uneaualled
for a generation. The Government has
worked hard not only to hold the line
during the past two years, but also to
lay a foundation—

The SPEAKER: Is the honourable mem-
ber reading from debates of thls sesslon?

Mr. BATEMAN: Yes.

The SPEAKER: It is not permitted under
Standing Orders.

Mr. BATEMAN: I had an 1dea you would
prohably stop me, Mr. Speaker,

Mr. Hutchinson: You are consulting your
notes falrly closely?

Mr. BATEMAN: Yes.

Mr, O’Connor: It would be hard fo put
this story over without them.

Mr. BATEMAN: During that debate I
sald the Government was laying a foun-
dation from which the State would take
off when the economic climate or condi-
tions improved.

My motion was prompted by the
dramatic improvement revealed in the
latest flgures relating to employment in
Western Australin, which I have just
quoted. At the end of August, 1973, 6,258
Western Australlans were registered as
unemployed but there were no fewer than
4,295 unfilled vacancies. 'This very satis-
factory state of affalrs indicates that
Western Australla has made the most
dramatic recovery of all the States, yet a
great deal of critlcism Is regularly levelled
from the other side of the House at the
performance of the Government.
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Sir Charles Court: There is plenty more
to come,

Mr. BATEMAN: In August of last year
we had 2.84 per cent. unemployment; we
now have only 1.38 per cent. Figures do
not lie no matter how we look at them.
Of course, in August last year our per-
centage unemployed was the highest in
Australia. We are now achieving some-
thing like parity with Victoria, Queens-
land, and New South Wales.

Mr. O’Neil: Nothing like it.
Sir Charles Court: No, no!

Mr. BATEMAN: Yes it is.

Sir Charles Court: You glve us the
figures. The three highest percentages of
unemployment and the three worst hit
States are the Labor States.

Mr. Taylor: Do you remember when the
Opposition was in Government the same
thing applied and for the same reason?

Sir Charles Court: That Is not =o.

Mr. BATEMAN: There Is a forecast of
good prospects for further substantial re-
ductions during the next two months and
I am sure this will continue,

In order to understand fully the im-
mense significance of our recovery, I
believe it is essential to make a brief re-
view of the circumstances from which the
State has recovered. Most of us realise
that for the 30 months we have been on
this side of the House, we have had to
listen to repeated attacks from the Op-
position in regard to the unemployment
situation. Since taking office in March,
1971, 1 believe we have gone a long way
towards resolving the problem. I will try to
develop this theory as I move further info
my speech.

We had an unemployment problem
when we came into office. The previous
Government had an unemploymené prob-
lem and it had had it for approximately
two years.

Sir Charles Court: Nothing of the sort.

Mr. BATEMAN: The problem became
worse and worse. When we tock office
the Opposition felt that the situation
would be aggravated and we would be faced
with a crisis. I feel certain in my own
mind that this is what the Opposition
members wanted to see.

Sir Charles Court: We had no employ-
ment problem.

Mr. BATEMAN: The Opposition wanted
the public to believe we were responsible
for the problem. I feel this was a falsifi-
cation of the fact and not a representa-
tion of the true situation. It is true that
from side to side and from top to bottom.
Australia was already in the grip of a
viclous recession. and I made muech of this
during my speech to the Address-in-Reply
because it was very evident that we had
this problem on our shoulders right from
the beginning, Nobody with a brain in
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his head would suggest for a moment that
the problem was caused by anything but
a shrinking of overseas markets. I also
referred to this In my Address-in-Reply
speech.

As one of the major trading nations of
the world, we rely on the world markets
for our prosperity. It is as simple as that.
If we look at the problem logically, when
customers are buying business is brisk. Of
course, when business is brisk, more help
is hired. Ohbviously, when we do not have
customers business falls off and retrench-
ments result. No-one likes to put people
out of work, and it is certainly not the
philosophy of my Government to do so.
We believe in full employment.

It is the same for a retail store as it Is
for a nation. When things are going badly
for the retail stores, they are also going
badly for the nation. I am sure that our
friends in the Country Party will agree
with this philosophy because when the
farmer is in a bad situation and cannot
sell his wool or sheep, we are all affected—
even the city dwellers,

It is quite evident that when the world
is having problems, we are having problems
alsg. I believe things will come good dur-
ing the next few months, and I am sure
we will see a further decrease in the un-
employment figures. In fact, I belleve we
will need to have a jolly good look at ow
immigration policy and perhaps bring in
more people to cope with the developmeni
taking place in the State. The other day
the Premier opened three new projects in
the north. I am sure Western Australia
does not have the work force to cope with
all the new developments, and this will be
a further problem for us to face up to
We must bring in more qualified migrants

I will, however, mention scme salieni
features in regard to our economy, such a:
the unnecessary restrictive 1971-72 Federal
Budget. The then Treasurer followe¢
slavishly and helplessly in his party’s pre.
cept of creating unemployment as a hedge
against inflation. I agree this is a way
control inflation, but it is a vicious way anc
one which my party would never aceept. I
Just is not on. I am sure we can find othel
ways to control inflation than by esealating
unemployment. However, this desperatt
ploy was follawed by further foundering
and then by the hearty promises that al
would uitimately go well.

Here again, there appeared to be an in-
human disregard for the nation-wid
misery of deeper and ever deeper eco-
nomic gloom. Finally, this was followec
by the humiliating volte-face of th
Federal mini-Budget of April, 1872, Witl
your permission, Mr, Speaker, I would ik
to quote twg short extracts from Th
West Australigarn of the 13th April, 1872, a
follows—-

But the mini-budget is nonetheles:
welcome, even as another instalmen
of the pump-priming efforts Canberr:
has heen making since the budgetarn
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strategy 1t framed in August began

to misfire. It is a case of doing the

right thing for the wrong reasons.
Purther on the newspaper went on to
say—

A budget designed to restrict de-
mand without discouraging growth
left a train of spiralling prices and
costs, lack of business confidence and
rising unemployment in its wake.

If 1 dwell upon that sorry sequence of
events, it is only because it was the real
breeding ground of the economic doldrums
from which Australia has now been
hoisted by the Whitiam Labor Govern-
ment.

However, I would like to refer to the
censure motions moved against the
Government by the Opposition, and I re-
fer firstly to the motion moved on Wed-
nesday, the 12th April, 1972, by the member
for Ploreat—although I do not like to
mention the name of a member if he is
not in the Chamber. We find that with
consummate gall and disregard for facts,
the honourable member spoke to his mot-
tion censuring the Government for a num-
ber of putative derelictions. I would like
to examine the four points he made during
that unsuccessful attempt to censure the
Government.

‘The honourable member sald that
Labor had failed to recognise in advance
the economic signs which ultimately led
to very serious unemployment.

Mr. Rushton: It was vour actions in
197} that caused the trouble,

Mr, BATEMAN: I will cover that a little
later. In answer to that claim of the
member for Floreat, I direct the attention
of the House—and particularly the atten-
tion of the honourable member—to figures
which were freely available at the time
from the Bureau of Census and Statistics,
and which would have provided our pre-
decessors with a very clear indication of
what was to come. I refer to the unem-
ployment statistics covering the last two
years of the term of office of the previous
Liberal-Country Party Government—

Sir Charles Court: Let us have the
figures, because we finished up with a very
favourable unemployment figure in spite
of & rural recesston.

Mr. BATEMAN: —when the number of
unemployed in Western Australia rose by
2,083.

Sir Charles Court: The percentage was
still very low. You are forgetting the
percentages; they are what count.

Mr. BATEMAN: I have the percentages,
and we will compare them later. It would
seern that a fatal inability to recognise
trends is not peculiar to Labor Adminis-
trations. The member for Floreat also
sald that my Government displayed com-
plete ineptitude in halting and reversing
the downturn of development. In that
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matiter he spoke i{n the same vein as his
leader—I refer to the latter's famous In-
Junction to & Libers] group in Harvey,
which he addressed at the depth of the
recession, that “Now is the time to put
something in the development pipeline™.
We have heard that time and time again.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Not in the last two or
three months,

Mr. BATEMAN: Neither the Leader of
the Opposition nor the member for
Floreat was in any way specific regarding
what the Government might have done;
and for this I do not blame them.

8ir Charles Court: Yes we were, but no-
one would take notice.

Mr. BATEMAN: We will get onto that
in a moment. At that time one of the
Leader of the Opposition’s favourite pro-
jects—the Amax alumina project at Mit-
chell Plateau—was dying on the vine for
sheer lack of interest and funds from
overseas investors.

Sir Charles Court:
your Government.

Mr, BATEMAN: No fear It was not.
Also, wool was virtually unsaleable; wheat
acreages were restricted by order of the
then PFederal Government; nickei produc-
tion was treading water; and—as all
members will be well aware, beceusec at
the time the Premier made mention of
this—our Japanese customers were impos-
ing heavy restrictions on their purchases
of iron ore. We had many problems at
that time.

In the circumstances it would bhe
extremely interesting to know exactly
what was going to be put into the develop-
ment pipeline. Certainly I would have
been very interested to know what was
going to be put into the pipeline, and 1
am sure many other people would have
been interested also.

The member for Floreat also said that
the Government had failed to wutilise
general special grants from the Australian
Government to solve the unemployment
situation. Once again, I am sure the
House will be aware of the fact that those
grants were subject to very restrictive
conditions, and were not really sufficient
to repair the damage done by the policies
of the Federal Liberal-Country Party
Government, let alone to promulgate any
new sources of employment,

Moreover, it was quite apparent from
utterances from various members of the
Liberal Party heirarchy at the time that
they wished to appear very contemptuocus
of any Administration which would elther
seek funds from the Federal Government
or presume to use such funds if they were
granted. In this context the memories of
those gentlemen proved to be extremely
short.

It was crucified by
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1 would like to remind the House that
the then Premier—the present member
for Greenough-——made the most urgent
representations to the then Federal Gov-
ernment for a very sizeable handout in
respect of the 1970-71 Budget. This re-
quest to Mr. Gorton was refused, although
Mr. MeMahon later complied to a subse-
quent request by our leader when he he-
came Premier; and had it not been for
the fact that the State then received a
grant of nearly $5,000,000, we would have
been faced with a deficit of $10,000,000 in
1970-71. So much for the aftermath of
the “golden years”; and I think we have
heard that term mentioned quite ire-
quently.

The fourth point of condemnation of
the member for Floreat was that the
Government showed no signs of imagina-
tive advance planning. Here again, the
honourable member is on very shaky
ground. I draw the attention of the
House to the fact that the Government
which was in full charge of the develop-
ment of the Pilbara for half a decade or
so—and I am sure the Leader of the Op-
position will appreciate these comments—
left office without ever having produced
the slightest indicatlon of having any-
where amongst its effects the co-ordinated
plan for Pilbara development which it
had promised for so long.

©n the gther hand, the Tonkin Govern-
ment—within 18 months of assuming
office—produced and published the im-
mensely detailed and imaginative plan
which is now exciting the interest of
major developmenis from both overseas
and inside Australia.

Sir Charles Court:
you?

Mr. BATEMAN: The former Deputy
Premier is no longer with us, but I am
sure he would agree with me whole-
heartedly in this matter.

Mr. Rushton: That concept was ex-
plained two years before the Tonkin Gov-
ernment took office.

Mr, BATEMAN: One is well aware that
the political exigencies of the situation
compel members on the other side of the
House to sneer at our plan for the Pilbara,
and to denigraie it on every possible oc-
casion.

Mr. Rushton: Those sound llke the
words of the Premier.

Mr. BATEMAN: In this respect, let me
warn members opposite that they are
laughing at their own funerals.

Mr. W. A. Manning: It sounds like a
prepared speech to me.

Mr. BATEMAN: I believe the member
for Floreat has been adequately disposed
of, so I wil now turn to the Leader of
the Opposition. I am sure he will enjoy
every hit of this, just as the member for
Floreat did.

‘Who wrote that for
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Mr. Jones: The member for Floreat is
very quiet.

Mr. BATEMAN: It s Interesting to note
that in June, 1972, when debating in this
House the subject of unemployment and
the economy, the Leader of the Opposition
taunted the Premier with reminiscences
of the buoyant employment situation dur-
ing what he has since referred to as the
“golden years”, to which I referred a
little while ago. He drew the attention of
the Premier to the fact that for years un-
employment was at the rate of 1.7 or 1.6
per cent,, and suggested that the Premier
must long to go back to those days.

8ir Charles Court: We were referring to
January and February, 1971.

Mr. Mclver: And there is nothing left.

Mr. BATEMAN: At the time the Pre-
mier said that the present Leader of the
Opnosition would be sorry for that state-
ment and if he has any finer susceptibili-
ttes one could imagine he must now he
feeling very sorry. This is very true when
one studies the figures that are revealed
by the Department of Labour.

Sir Charles Court: What about compar-
ing like with like?

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Surely yvou are not
denying having said that, are you?

Sir Charles Court: Not at all, but you
put the poor member for Canning up to
making this speech on behalf of the Gov-
ernment, and you are not comparing lke
with like.

Mr. BATEMAN: The unemployment
figure in this State under the Tonkin
Lebor Government is now a little more
than 1.3 per cent., which is a considerable
improvement on the much-touted “golden
years” of the Leader of the Opposition
when he was in office. For this happy
situation this State owes exactly nothing
to any hbreath of co-cperation or en-
couragement from the Opposition, and
particularly from the Leader of the
Opposition.

The SPEAKER: Order! I would suggest
that the honourable member should not
read his speech,

Mr. BATEMAN: I quite agree, Mr.
Speaker. I admit I have some notes in
front of me, but all members refer to
notes at various times, I have noted re-
peatedly, when members have heen speak-
ing in the House, that they refer to their
notes. However, you are quite right, Sir,
in drawing my attention to the fact,
Nowhere along the line has the Opposition
tried to co-operate. On the contrary, it
has criticised the Government at every
opportunity. Let me say that nowhere in
the world will there be found & monument
for criticism. It is the simplest thing in
the world to criticise as it does not require
any brains or intelligence.
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I am sure there has not heen a flme
when the Leader of the Opposition has not
grasped an opportunity to “have a go” at
the Government about unemployment in
Western Australla and to try to paint a
pleture that the situation is hopeless. Iam
sure the Leader of the Opposition will not
deny that. He knows, as does everybody,
the psychological effect of constant deni-
gration on morale—and so on performarice.

Members will also recall that in earlier
times the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
also had a “bit of a go”. On many occas-
ions he would rise to his feet and refer to
“gloom and doom” and he would make
many Interjections on similar lines from
time to time on the unemployment situa-
tion in those years.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
never ceased to criticlse the Government
about the factories that were slowing down,
and he continually used the words “gloom
and doom”. I am sure that he, too, must
feel that the golden days of the Leader of
the Opposition have come to an end and
that they are now being enjoyed under a
Labor Government. In fact, In the next
couple of months this will become certain.

Mr. Thompson: Would you suggest that
at the time of the Balcatta by-election
they were the golden days of the Labor
Government?

Mr. BATEMAN: I think we will give
the Balecatta by-election a bye for the
moment. It is now quite obvious that in
the excltement of the time, the Liherals
left hand had Uttle idea of what the
ILiberal’s rieht hand was about. In August.
1972, in the resumed debate on the censure
motion moved by the member for Floreat,
the Leader of the Opposition, in respect of
unemployment, said he would “solve the
problem” and would “stake his reputation
on the success™ of his performance in that
respect,

Mr. T. D, Evans: It is a wonder that
Blily McMahon did not grab him if he
were that good.

Mr. O'Connor: Perhaps if he had, things
would be better than they are now.

Mr. BATEMAN: He was asked by a
Governmen{ member at the time how long
he would take to achieve his miracle and
the Leader of the Opposition sald he would
do it within six months of taking office.
Should any member doubf this I would
suggest that he read Hansard, becausze 1t is
available as a reference,

It thus becomes falrly reasonable to sug-
gest that having achleved an unemploy-
ment rate of 1.38 per cent.—certainly much
lower than the Leader of the Opposition
had ever thought possible—we should be
substantiated In Government for some con-
siderable time to come,

The Opposition has a curlously ambi-
valent approach to statistics. On the one
hand it would never believe those which
we have constantly quoted as demonstrat-
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ing the serious decline in employment dur-
ing the last two yvears of the Brand-Court
Government. On the other hand, it has
made constant and joyful use of successive
statistical evidence of rising unemployment
durlng the first months of the present
Government. There Is no doubt that the
Opposition has criticised the Government
continucusly. As I sald earlier, there was
a two-year “lead-up” to this sltuafion.
When we took office there was a serlous
unemployment problem In this State.

This leaves one In some doubt as to the
usefulness of quoting to the Opposition the
present employment figures as published
by the Bureau of Census and Statistics;
that is, the figures I have just mentioned.
However, In this regard, If members of the
Oppositlon choose to ignore or to dis-
believe the official organ of the Australian
Government, may I direct thelr attention to
the ever-growing columns of appeals—
sometimes desperate—for workers in all
categories which are now a feature of the
“Situations Vacant” columns in The West
Australian, The Sunday Times, the Sunday
Independent, and every other newspaper
printed in this State.

Mr. Thompson: That is good.

Mr. BATEMAN: My word it is good!
A few years ago the Wednesday and Sat-
urday issues of The West Australian used
to feature large columns of “Sltuations
Vacant”, but now these columns are
featured extensively in every issue of that
newspaper.

Those lengthening columns reflect the
extremely bouyant conditions in this State
which have been brought about by the
present GGovernment. I am convineed of
that. Those conditions have been achieved
by this Government's dogged hard work—
often under very disturbing circumstances
—and by its careful housekeeping, and its
having taken the fullest advantage of
every opportunity. I am sure that those
members cn the Opposition side of the
Chamber would agree with me that this
Government has worked very hard and
very doggedly to achieve the situation
which we are enjoying at the moment and
which we will continue to enjoy in the
future,

This Government has held, and has re-
inforeed, the faith and good opinlon of
overseas investors and operators. despite
the Opposition's dire predictions to the
contrary in an effort to queer our pitch at
the very start. Labor has kept faith with
the electorate with the volume of legisla-
tion it has had promulgated, as promised,
although several of its major legislative
innovations have been blocked by the
Opposition majority in another place,

Mr. O’Nell: What has this to do with
the unemployment figures for 1973?

Mr. BATEMAN: Finally, the Govern-
ment has demonstrated its wil! and ability
to plan. This is evident in the number of
major projects now awalting either the
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Australian Government’s imprimatur, or
the complete recovery of overseas demand,
before they are put into commission. I
commend the motion to the House.

MR. O'NEIL <{(East Melville—Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [5.4% pm.]: I
listened with a great deal of interest to the
speech by the member for Canning and I
must say that although his speech does not
deserve our sympathy, he himself certainly
deserves it. It is guite clear that he drew
the short straw in being selected to put
this motion before the Chamber.

Mr. Hartrey: There was competition for
the privilege.

Mr. O’'NEIL: I bet there was! The mem-
ber for Canning quoted some figures,
and I will quote rather more extensively
from flgures that have been supplied from
the same source—the Bureau of Census
and Statistics.

First of all I want to make the point
that the whole attitude of the member
for Canning and his motive for moving the
motion indicate this is a matter of grasp-
ing at straws for some little thing which
will enable someone to pat this Govern-
ment on the back.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Is it a little thing to
have got the unemployment figure down to
below what it was when we took office?

Mr. O’'NEIL: If that is a fact, I agree.
Mr. J. T. Tonkin: It is a fact.

Mr. O'NEIL: The Premier must admit
that the wording of the motion clearly
indicates that the figures have been used
in such a way as not to give a true reflec-
tion of the situatlon, because the motion
states that the figures relating to August,
19;3, are below those relating to February,
1971.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That was a week
before this Government took office.

Mr. O'NEIL: The Premier must know
that baslcally we must compare like with
like. We cannot take the figures for Dec-
ember and compare them with the figures
for January, and arrive at the conclusion
there is an improvement. We cannot say
that because there Is an improvement of
100 in the number it is an improvement,
if the basis on which we make the com-
parison is not the same. The only way to
compare figures is to do 50 on & percentage
basis and use the same period of time.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: If you were to com-
pare them on a percentage basis what the
member for Canning said would still be
correct.

Mr. O'NEIL: ILet me refer to some
fisures which have been extracted from
the statistics supplied by the Bureau of
Census and Statistics. Members receive a
copy of these statistics each month. The
figures which I have exiracted show the
percentage of unemployment of the work
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force in each of the States of Australia,
and for Australia as an average, for the
years 1969 to 1973. I make no apology for
quoting those flgures and interpreting
them in the way I want to.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Interpreting them the
way you want to!

Mr. O'NEIL: That is what I am here
for., In case Hansard has difficulty in re-
cording the figures I have prepared a copy
for the reporter. However, there is one
statement which I must make before I
deal with those flgures. In all of the so-
called improvement referred to by the
member for Canning, in respect of the
numbers of people employed as against
those unemployed, no recognition was made
of the fact that a considerable number of
people in Western Australia were and still
are employed on the dole.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Where is that shown?

Mr. O'NEIL: Their wages are paid for
out of money which was given to the State
by the Commonwealth, because there was
no employment opportunity to engage those
peoble,

Mr, J. T, Tonkin: I was surprised to hear
you say that. You know very well there
‘idslnobody in this State employed on the

ole,

Sir Charles Court: Many employed on
sustenance.

Mr, J. T. Tonkin: That is, unless they
are employed by the Liberal Party.

Mr. O’'NEIL: They are really sustenance
workers, The employment fizures have
been distorted, because many people in the
State are being employed on work which
has been made available through moneys
provided by Commonwealth Governments
of both political colours. They have given
this Government funds so that these people
do not have to rely on social service.

Sir Charles Cour{: What is more, the
State Government is asking for more of
this money.

Mr. O'NEIL.: Why should the member
for Canning make a great feature about
the fewer people who are unemployed today
compared with the number in February,
1‘9_'7_1?

“Mr. J. T. Tonkin: What is wrong in
making a feature of a fact?

Mr. O'NEIL: That was why I indicated
I had sympathy for the member for Can-
ning in having drawn the short straw to
move this motion in the House.

Mr. Jamieson: What about the number
of availlable jobs?

Mr, O'NEIL: Did the member for Can-
ning quote these figures?

Mr. Jamieson: Let us get down to other
facts and figures.

Mr. O'Connor: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition is killing you in respect
of the flgures.
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Mr, O'NEIL: Let me get down to my
faets and figures and look at the situation
which existed in August, 1969, during the
term of office of a non-Labor Goverhment
in this State, and a Liberal-Country Party
Government in the Commonwealth sphere.
At that time the percentage of the work
force unemployed for Australia as an aver-
age was 0.6 per cent. The State with
the lowest rate of unemployment was New
South Wales with 0.77 per cent.; then
came Western Australia with 0.83 per cent.
Vietoria came next with 0.84 per cent.

Mr. O’Connor: These were three States
with Liberal Governments at that time.

Mr. O'NEIL: Yes. The figure for
Queensland rose above the national average
and it stood at 0.99 per cent. South Aus-
tralia, which had a Labor Government,
stood at 1.03 per centf.

Mr, Jamieson: Did South Australia have
a Labor Government then?

Mr. O’'NEIL: I stand corrected.
not at that time,

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You are certainly
interpreting the figures as you want to
interpret them!

Mr. O'NEIL: Still dealing with August,
1969, the fieure for Tasmanis was 142
per cent. of the work force.

In August, 1970, the Ausiralian average
of the work force unemployed stood at
0.88 per cent. In that period the best
State was New South Wales with a figure
of 0.81 per cent.; followed by Victoria with
0.84 per cent.; then Queensland with 0.92
per cent,; and then Western Australia
with 1.08 per cent.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: The figure for Western
Australia slipped a bit.

Mr. O'NEIL: I admit that 1s above the
Australian average of 0.88 per cent.

Mr. Jamieson: The Btate was golng down
the hill

Mr. O'NEIL: The figure for South Aus-
tralta was 1.12 per cent., and that for
Tasmania was 1.17 per cent. There Is an
explanation for the positlon in which
Queensland found fitself. All of us recall
that Queensland was suffering very extreme
drought conditions, which had obtalned for
10 years prior to the years I am referring
to.

In August, 1971, after the present State
Government in Western Australla had been
in office for about half a vear, there was
the approaching Budget of 1871 which
caused some difficulties and maybe some of
these problems were in anticipation of that.
In that month of 1971 the Australlan aver-
age of the work force unemployed stood
at 1.13 per cent. New South Wales had
the best record with 1 per cent.; followed
by Queensland, which elevated its position
from above the average to being In second
best position, at 1.04 per cent. Then fol-
lowed Vietorla with 1.15 per cent. So In

It did
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that situation we found three non-Labor
States with unemployment figures much
better than the Australlan average. Below
thaose three States came South Australla
with 1.38 per eent.; Western Australia with
1.53t per cent.; and Tasmanla with 1.71 per
cent.

In August, 1972, the figure for the Aus-
trallan average stood at 1.73 per cent. This
time, instead of New South Wales being
at the top, we found Queensland In that
positlon. This State managed to overcome
its difficulties. Because of the type of econ-
omy which existed in Queensland—and
this is not dissimilar to the econ-
omy of Western Australin—that State
managed to be the best in Australla in
respect of the rate of unemploymernt.

Mr. Taylor: Queensland was golng
through a mineral boom perlod, as Western
Australia did two years before; and the
Government recognlsed that point.

Mr. O’'NEIL: This Government was mak-
ing the excuse that we were caught in an
international problem. How then could
Queensland, with the same sort of econ-
omy as ours, be the best State while we
were the worst?

Several members Interjected.

Mr. O'NEIL: In August, 1972, Queensland
had the best figures from the point of view
of employment opportunitles. New Scuth
Waeles was second with 1.61 per cent. while
Victoria was third with 1.63 per cent. The
Ausiralian average was 1.73 per cent., and
then came Tasmania, from being the worst
to belng the first State above the Australian
average. Let us have a look at its per-
centage which was 2.36 while in the pre-
vious year it was 1.71.

South Auystralla followed that with 2.49
per cent.,, and Western Australia was at
the bottom with 2.89 per cent. of its work
force unemployed. Significant, too, 1s the
fact that all the States with a better
unemployment figure than the national
average were non-Labor States while all
the States with figures ahove the nat-
{fonal average were Labor States,

Mr. May: A Labor State has the best
percentage decrease,

Mr. O'NEIL: If that gives the Minister
any satisfaction he can have it.

Mr. May: It glves me & lot of satisfac-
tion.

Mr., O'NEIL: The figures for this
month which, somehow or another,
motivated this ridiculous motion, I pre-
sume were from the same source as my
figures; that 1Is, the Department of
Labour's monthly review of the employ-
ment sttuation. Let us see where we are
now.

It is true that we had an unemploy-

ment percentage of 2.88 this time last
vear, and that has improved to 1.38 per
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cent. But let us have a look at the figures
in the other States. In Queensland, 1.05
of its work force is unemployed—top of
the tree, and back where it has been for
the most part over the last four or five
years.

Mr, J. T. Tonkin: Would you quote
Queensland’s August figure for last year?

Mr. O'NEIL: Last year it was 1.15 per
cent. and this yéear it is 1.05—an improve-
ment. This year the percentage in Vie-
toria is 1.09, while last vear it was 1.63—
an improvement. For this year the per-
centage In New South Wales was 1.17, and
last year it was 1.6l—an improvement.
The Australian average this year is 1.18
per cent. while las{ year It was 1.7T3—still
an improvement.

Before I commenced to quote these
figures I said that Western Australia had
certainly improved and probably to a
greater degree than the other States.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Actuslly cut its
figure in half.

Mr. O'NEIL: I have not checked that,
but the Premier could do so on the
figures I have given him. The first State
above the Australian average Is Western
Australia. From helng the very worst In
the Commonwealth it is now only the
third werst, and if that gives the Govern-
ment any satisfaction let it have it.

Mr. May: Does it not give you satisfac-~
tion?

Mr. O'NEIL: Of course, but I am re-
plying to what I believe is a puerile motion
based on information which is not related
to the real situation. Western Australia’s
percentage of the work forece unemployed
this year is 1.38 compared with its last
vear's flgure of 2.89. So that 15 an im-
provement.

Mr. Harman: A big improvement,

Mr. O'NEIL: Yes. In South Australia
the figure Is 1.58 per cent. and Tasmania
has agaln fallen to the bottom of the
tree with 2.18 per cent.

The significance of the table if one reads
it is that for the last three years at least
the Labor States have had unemployment
figures higher than the Australian aver-
age and the three non-Labor States have
had unemployment figures which are
lower than the Australian average.

Mr, J. T. Tonkin: But you overlooked
one thing in that statement. There has
not been a Labor Government in Tas-
mania in any of those three years.

Mr. O'NEIL: One could also say much
the same for 1971, because the present
Government came into office in February.
I said that excuses would be made con-
cerning the 1971 figures because the
Government would say it had not been in
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office for the whole year. However, the
figures as presented are interpreted in the
way I think they should be interpreted.
The Premier would be the first to accept
that when one makes p comparison one
must compare like with like. One can-
not compare numbers of unemployed
in August of one year with numbers of
unemployed In Fehruary of another
year because the employment force will
change in size, That Is why the statis-
tician used these particular methods to
determine the relative positions in respect
of unemployment from State to State.
Simply to say there are only 6,000 regis-
tered unemployed todey compared with a
considerably higher number in February
does not tell the story Ifactually.

I am sure all members on this side of the
House are bleased that Western Australia
is not as badly off as it was at this time
1ast year when almost 3 per cent. of the
work force was unemployed. However,
we cannot really be pleased until such
time as we get hack to where we used to
be, which was well below the Australian
figure. From being the best State in Aus-
tralia from the point of view of employ-
ment opportunities we descended in
August of last year to being the worst.

Even though at one time it was indicated
—and I think it was indicated by a Labor
Government—that 5 per cent. of unem-
ployment was virtually full employment,
those days have passed, thank goodness.
Members from bhoth sides of the House
should aim to achieve what we believe in:
full employment, despite the problems
which such a situation would bring with
it in respect of pressures.

I will conclude on the note that I en-
joyed the speech delivered by the member
for Canning. I sympathise with him for
having drawn the short straw, and I am
certain that if he examines the situation
closely and factually he will realise what
a puerile motion he has moved.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr, W.
A, Manning.

Sitting suspended from 6.08 to 7.30 p.m.

QUESTIONS (32): ON NOTICE
1. WOOD CHIPPING INDUSTRY
Commonwealth Power

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Attorney-
General:

(1} Can the Commonwealth Govern-
ment at this late stage still stop
the wood chipping industry in
Western Australia proceeding al-
though the legislation be passed
and assented to by the Western
Australian Parllament?

(2) If so, how can the Commonwealth
Government do this?
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The SPEAKER: This question is seek-
ing an expression of an opinion on
the legal powers of the Common-
wealth and Is therefore inadmis-
sible.

LAND ACQUISITION

Clarification o} Commonwealth
Government’s Decision

8ir CHARLES COURT to

Premier:

¢1) Further to my questions without
notice Nos. 6 and 8 of 21st March,
1973, in reference to the Com-
monwealth  Government's an-
nounced decision to curb over-
sens Interests from buying Aus-
traitan land—will he advise if he
has received clarification from the
Commonwealth Government of its
decision?

(2) If recelved, can we be advised
as to the details of the Common-
wealth policy and decision?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) Clarification has not been recelved.
(2) Answered by (1),

the

SUPREME COURT CASE
Court versus Pratt

Mr. HARTREY, to the Speaker:

In view of the answer made by
the Hon. the Attorney-General on
13th September, 1973 to my ques-
tion without notice relating to the
case of Court v. Pratt, and the
view taken by the House of Com-
mons and the English Court of
Appeal of the circumsiances in
which the sub judice rule is ap-
plicable to Parliamentary debates,
will he please refer to the report
of the case of Attorney-General v.
Times Newspapers Ltd, (1973,
1 AE R p.815) and having perused
and studied same, advise the
House whether he considers that
the sub judice rule as defined in
Standing Order No. 2 still applies
to prevent Members from discuss-
ing the question of whether or not
the Leader of the Opposition mis-
led the House in & personal
explanation which by leave he was
permitted to make to the Legis-
lative Assembly on 14th Septem-
ber, 1972?

The SPEAKER replied:

The case referred to has been
listed for hearing on the 11th
October, 1973 and in my opinion
Standing Order No. 2 “Matters—
sudb judice” applles,

1.

377

The reference to Lord Justice
Denning's remarks and the House
of Commons decislon is noted.
In view of the early hearing of the
case I must adhere to my original
decision made on 8th November,
1872,

CHANNEL 7 STADIUM
Construction on Railwaey Land

Mr. O’'CONNOR, to the Premier:

Further to question 22 on 13th
September, 1873 concerning the
stadium to be constructed on rail-
way land in Perth, does the
1.4218 ha referred to in answer to
(2) Include the total area in-
volved including parking area,
ete.?

Mr, J. T. TONKIN replied:

No. The 1.4218 ha site 1s for the
erectlon of the bullding and the
provislon of parking areas to ser~
vice the stadium and tavern. Pub-
lic car parking will be pravided
for at car parks 3, 3a, 5 and 8,
as well as in other public or pri-
vately owned car parking facilities
in the area.

CHANNEL 7 STADIUM
Maple Ridge Pty. Lid. Signalories

Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Rallways:

(1) Who are the participants or
shareholders of Maple Ridge Pty.
Ltd., who signed an agreement on
27th July, 1973 with the WA.GR.
for development on W.AGR.
land?

(2) What share is held by each par-
ticipant?

Mr, MAY replled:

(1> and (2) The name *“Maple Ridge
Pty. Ltd.” was used to enable the
parties concerned to slgn the lease
agreement and in order that de-
velopment could be commenced.

It 1s understood the company is
in the process of helng re-regis-
tered and detalls of the new
organisation are not avallabie now
but could be available early next
week at the companies office.

LAND
Pt. Walter Reserve: Usage

Mr. O'NELL, to the Minister for Lands:

(1) For what purpose i{s the land,
known as the P, Walter Reserve,
currently being used?

(2) Are there any plans or proposals
for its future use and, if so,
would he detail same?
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2)
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H. D. EVANS repied:

Portjon of class “A™ reserve No.
4813 comprised in Cockburm Sound
location 1717 and contalning
11.6372 hectares Is vested In and
held by the Minister for Educa-
tlon in trust for the purbose of
“recreation”.

The balance of this reserve con-
taining about 53 hectares and as
comprised in Cockburn Sound loc-
ation 679 is vested in the City of
Melville for the purpose of *‘recrea-
tion" with power to lease the whole
or any portilon thereof for any
term not exceeding 21 years, It
is utilised as s public golf course.

Cockburn Sound leocatilon 1717,
together with the assoclated hulld-
ings and facilities is being utilised
by the Departments of Education
and Community Welfare, This
cccupancy 1Is expected to continue
for a perlod which conforms with
the estimated “working” life of the
bulldings and facllities. Ultimate
use has not been determined.

MINING

Federal Budget Decisions:
Submission for Reversal

CHARLES COURT, to the

Premier:

1)

2)

)

(1)

@)

3

What progress has been made in
preparation of the case for pres-
entation to the Commonwealth
Government in support of the re-
quest for reversal of Budget deci-
sions which resulted in the public
protest meeting in XKalgooriie,
30th August, 1973?

When is it expected to be com-
pleted and presented to the Com-
monweglth Government?

What State Government discus-
sions and representations to the
Commonwealth Government on
the subject have taken place since
30th August, 1973, and with what
result?

J. T. TONKIN replied:

The preparation of the case Is
proceeding, and progress is satis-
factory.

The case is expected to be com-
pleted during the first week in
October, and it is proposed to have
it presented to the Commonwealth
Government shortly afterwards,
dependent upon sultable arrange-
ments being made,

On behalf of the State CGovern-
ment, I made representations to
the Prime Minister and the Federal
Treasurer on 6th September, and
to the Commonwealth Attorney-

General on 7th September. Fur-
ther representations were made by
me to the Federal Treasurer and
the Attorney-General on 17th Sep-
tember. Reactlons, so far, are en-
couraging. The Federal Treasurer
has requested some further inform-
atlon, which I have undertaken to
supply, and he has promised to
glve consideration to this on his
return from averseas in about two
weeks' time,

HOUSING

Interest Rates: Represeniation to

Mr.

o)

2y

n
2)

Commonwealth

MENSARQOS, to the Premier:

Was he correctly reparted in The
Sunday Times of 29th July, 1973
that “the Government has decided
against increasing the burden of
people buying homes through ter-
minating building societies"”?

If so, in view of his Government's
policy, will he now make repre-
sentation to the Federal Govern-
ment to reverse that Govern-
ment's decision which will result
in higher interest rates generally
and also for home buyers especi-
ally?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

Yes.

There is ample evidence that the
Federal Government Is closely
studying the problem of interest
rates, and doubtless is aware of ali
the relevant criteria,

LAND LEGISLATION
Support

. MENSAROS, to the Premier:

Referring to his reply given to
question 2 on 13th September,
1973, could he say how many
(similarly documented as the ob-
jections mentioned in his reply)
submissions has the Government
received from—

() individuals;

(b) local authorities;

(c) organisations,

in favour of the general conten-
tions and provisions of the three
land Bills at present on the Legis-
lative Assembly notice paper?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

There have heen no formal sub-
missions other than those referred
to In my previous reply.

10. This question was postponed,
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11, POPULATION AND in existence with the Rural
DEVELOPMENT Reconstruction 8Scheme will
Manduraeh and Pinjarra not be aitered;
Mr. RUNCIMAN, to the Minister for (b) any proposals brought for-
Development and Decentralisation: g&!‘d by tl;let’ocigmme Onwifli&th
overnmen crease T-
(1> Can he advise on the estimated est rates on future rural recon-
population for the fowns of Man- struction loans will not be ac-
durah and Pinjarra for the years cepted?
1980-2000?
(2) Is he aware of any development Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
which is causing some millions of (8) No consideration has been
dollars to be invested in property given to an alteration to exist-
in and adjacent to Mandurah? ing interest rates for rural re-
(3) While this development has been construction  loans  already
in evidence over the last 12 made, but an assurance is not
months it hais been stepped up possible.
over the last few weeks, and can
: (b} This must be dependent on
he give any reason for this? conditions appiied by the Com-
Mr. TAYLOR replied: monwealth to the provision of
funds.
(1) T am not aware of any current
estimate of future population for
these towns. However, the Shire 13. RAILWAYS
of Murray projections contained
lmndilts 1971P lItg‘mm planning scheme Wheat Cartage
cates Pinjarra’s population to Mr. GAYFER, to the Minister re
. . pre-
y be 21,800 by 1890. . senting the Minister for Railways:
(2> No. However, I am aware of an :
endeavour by at least one pro- gl‘] r: sgec:;h D{V f\h& Bcarrlagled lf:f
perty developer to obtain the ap- lene 3& 1se ? oo o wo e
proval necessary to promote a {Jea_.se a vte of each of the fol-
residential and industrial estate in OWilg Ccenires—
the Mandurash area. Meckering;
(3) No. Katanning;
Corrigin;
12, RURAL RECONSTRUCTION Kalannie:
SCHEME Wubin;
Interest Rates Kulin:
Mr. McPHARLIN, to the Minister for Brookton;
Agriculture: Wagin;
Now tl'm.i‘él the Federal Government Moraws;
has raised interest rates which will
have a severe impact on primary @) gfgﬁﬁepog wgﬁ?m to
producers, will he give an assur- *
ance that— (b) present freight rate;
(a) the Interest rate at present {c) anticipated freight rate;
applying to contracts already (d) percentage increase of (¢)
over {b)?
r. MAY replied;
(8] (b} o) (d)
Distance Present Anticipated  Percentage
in freight freight ingrease
kilometres rate rate
8 & %
Katanning to Albany 185 4.50 5.20 16.5
Meckering to North Fremantle 187 4.30 6.20 20.9
Corrigin to Bunbury ... 320 5.60 6.50 18.1
Kalannie to I\orth Fremantle 336 5.60 6.70 19.6
Wubin to Geraldton . 327 5.70 6.60 15.8
EKulin to Bunbury ... . 330 5.70 6.60 15.8
Brockton to North Fremanile 254 4.70 5.60 19.1
Wagin to Albany 237 5.00 5.70 14.0
Moraws to Geraldton 204 4.70 5.40 14.9




3380 (ASSEMBLY.]

With respect to wheat in the Fre- 18,
mantle zone, the rates to North
Fremantle were previously as-
sessed on the narrow gauge route

via Cottesloe despite the actual
longer haul south of the river.

POLICE
Under-age Drinking Convictions

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Attorney-
General:

(1) How many convictions for under-

With greater tonneages shortly
to be directed to Kwinana, the
opportunity has been taken to
charge via the south of the river
route which will be shorter to
Kwinana and in the long term, fo
the growers’ advantage.

2

age drinking were recorded against
persons in this State in each of
the three full years prior to low-
ering of the drinking age to 18
years?

How many similar convictions
have been recorded in each full
year since the age was lowered?

14. WATER SUPPLIES
Onger Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
gerup (1) and (2) The following information
Mr. W. G, YOUNG, to the Minister for

Water Supplies:

¢}

Is he aware that the town water
supply dam at Ongerup has not

has been prepared on figures
availahle with the effective date of
the lower drinking age being 1st
July, 1970.

filled this season? Sext to

@ as it tai that Year ended Prosecutlons lectures
it now appears certain tha

water carting will be necessary in 30/6/69 406 310

the Ongerup-Borden districts 30/6/70 160 573

(farm dam water content is aver- 30/6/71 66 485

age to poor) would he expedite 30/6/72 208 721

the ingquiry into the “Mills Lake 30/6/13 190 892

proposal” to pipe water into

Ongerup? 17. INTEREST RATES

M]_'. JAMIESON I'eplled: Eﬂect on Woolgrowefs

(1) ¥es. Mr. McPHARLIN, to the Premier:

{2) Proposals (including the possible (1) Wil he state the Government's
use of Mills Lake) to provide a policy in regard to the action of
supplementary supply of water to the Federal Government In the
Ongerup are being urgently in- ralsing of interest rates?
vestigated. (2) Wil he protest to the Federal

Government and point out that
5. EDUCATION this action will tend to prevent

Cluster Classrooms: Daor Closers the badly rl:eeded rehabilitation of

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister rep- TAny. Woo'Browers:

resenting the Minister for Education: Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:

(1) Is it a fact that a child attend- ey e otate Oovan-
‘ggg; State school had part of o est rates, but it is recognised that
door in one of the new cluster there are circumstances in which
buildings slamming shut on his increases are unavoidable.
hand? 2) %‘h;realls %mple evidince that the

eder: overnment i 1

(2) Will he have door closers fitted studying the eproblem o? ,ﬁﬁg’ﬁ
immediately t‘}; all doors in the rates, and doubtless is aware of
cluster schools? all the relevant criteria.

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:

18. CURRENCY REVALUATION

(1)

2)

An official report on this matter
has not been received but it is
understood that an accident did
oceur.

Heavy duty door closers have heen
placed on some doors in the ¢lus-
ter schools. These make the task
of opening the doors difficult for
small children. However, the
matter is being Investigated and,
if necessary, door closers will be
fitted where required In cluster
units.

(2)

Effect on Primary Production

Mr, McPHARLIN, to the Premier:
{1) Will he state the Government'’s

policy In regard to the recent
action by the Federal Government
in revaluing the Australla dollar a
further flve per cent?

Can he indicate where there have

been any reduced production costs

in the farming industry as a2 result

?f" 2the revaluation in December
9727
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Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:

(1) The revaluation of the Australian
dollar places upon Western Aus-
tralia a disproportionate amount
of the disadvantage which re-
sults. Accordingly, we do not
favour such policy.

(2) No.

BANK HOLIDAYS
Application
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Labour:
(1) Has he received an application
from the Australian Bank Officials’
Assocfation and the Common-
wealth Bank Officlals’ Assoclation
for the granting of Monday, 24th
and Monday, 31st December as
bank holidays?
(a) Has he decided to approve the
application; or
(b) has he declded to reject the
application and, s0, for
what reasons has he reached
this decision?
HARMAN replied:
Yes.

(a) and (b) No vsalid reason was
advanced to justify additional
holidays, and accordingly the ap-
plication has been rejected.

(2)

Mr.
(1)
2)

KELMSCOTT SCHOOL
Grounds and Fence

Mr. RUSHTON, o the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) Have arrangements been finallsed
to transfer the closed Kelmscott
police station and land to the Edu-
cation Department?

When are the school grounds be-
tween the Bristol classrooms and
Orlando Sireet to be filled and
drained?

When Is the school fence along
Orlando Street, east of the police
station, to be constructed?
. T. D. EVANS replied:

No.

It is understood that this work
has been completed to the satis-
faction of the school.

This matter will be investigated
when finality is reached on the
transfer of the police land,

HILLMAN SCHOOL
Construction
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister repre-
senting the Mlnister for Education:
(1) Is he aware 257 homes have been
completed at Hillman?

(2) Is he aware there are 74 homes
under contract and under con-
struction at this point of time?

2)

3

(69
2)

(3)

22,
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(3} Is he aware there were 59 bulld-
ing permits issued in July for
homes at Hillman?

Does he concede the accuracy of
Hillman parents’ present statis-
tical estimate of 200 primary
school children being resident at
Hillman now?

Will he immedlately take Initla-
tives to have the Hillman school
bullt ready for students by the
beginning of the 1974 school year?

. T. D. EVANS replled:

A complete house count of the
Hillman area by officers of the
Education Department on 3rd
August, 1973, revealed the follow-

(4}

(b)

1)

ing:
Occupied houses .. .. 145
Unoccupied houses 13
Houses under
construction . .. 68
226

(2) Yes, the flgure quoted closely cor-
responds with that established by

the house count.

(3) No, but I accept that this could
be so.
(4) No. 131 children actually resid-

ing in the Hillman area attend
nearby schools ai present, viz.—

Bungaree primary school 115

Rockingham Beach prim-
ary school 12
Star of the Sea School .. 4
131

The 1973-74 loan funds have al-
ready been fully committed but
a primary school for the Hillman
areg will be constructed to open
in PFebruary 1975.

PUBLIC SERVICE

Appointments Not Under
Section 23

MENSAROS, to the Premier:

How many salarled officers are at
present employved in Government
departments who are not appoin-
ted by virtue of the provislons of
sect;on 23 of the Public Service
Act

How many such employees were
appointed during each of the years
or financial years since 1970%

Are the condltlons of work such
as working hours, holidays, sick
leave entiflement, long service
leave, salaries, notfce for termin-
ating employment, etc., for such
employees the same as the con-
ditlons for employees appolnted
under the Public Service Act?

(5)

Mr.
(8}

2)

3
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(4) If answer to (3) is “No” could he
describe the difference in condi-
tlons in detall?

Which is the employees’ organisa-
tion {(union) of which these em-
ployees referred to in (1) can be
members?

Are the conditions (compulsion,
preference or entirely free cholce)
of belonging to such employees’
organisation by these Government
emplovees referred to In (1) the
same as those of public servants
appointed under the Pubiic Service
Act, who are members of the Civil
Service Association?

Would he table the report and
recommendations, submitted on
26th November, 1971, of the inter-
departmental committee establish-
ed on the request of the Auditor-
Generel to Investigate the validity
of appointmenis to Government
departmental services?

Which of these recommendations
have been implemented so far by
the Government and which are
proposed to be impilemented?
. J. T. TONKIN replied:

to (8) This information will take
some time to compile and will be

communicated to the Member as
soon as completed.

3

(6)

¥

(8)

)

COUNTRY HIGH SCHOOL
HOSTELS
Capacity and Eligibility

Mr, MENSAROS, to the Minlster repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) Could he please list the Govern-
ment schools which have boarding
hostels attached to them, together
with the capacity for the number
of boarders each of these hostels
has?

What are the conditions of eligi-
bility for acceptance of a student

as a boarder in any of these hos-
tels?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:

¢2]

(1} Senior High Schools Boarders

Albany:

Boys ... 89

Girls ... 32

The Priory ... 44
Bunbury 96
Carnarvon e - 80
Esperance g6
Geraldton:

Boys ... 96

Girls .. 5
Katanning e 112
Merredin 130
Narrogin 150
Northam:

BOYs ... . 140

Girls ... 82
Port Hediand .. 100

24,

25.

26,

(2) Hostel accommodation is provided
for students who intend to enrol
in Government secondary and
primary schools and who do not
have access to a bus service to
transport them fto such schools.
Where applications for accom-
modation exceed the capacity of
the hostel jt is necessary for the
Hostel Committee to decide pri-
orities.

RAILWAYS
Advertisements. Rights

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Rallways:

(1) Are W.A.GR. advertisements
handled now wholly or partly by
the Rallways Department itself or
by agents?

Could he disclose which part is
handled by the department and
which by agents, who are the
agents, and have they sole rights?

Mr. MAY replied:

(1) During the term of the previous
Government, Australian Posters
Pty. Ltd. was given exclusive
rights to outdoor advertising on
rallway property.

No outdoor advertising ts handled
by the Railways Department.

2)

2}

ROADS
Tourist Drive: Canning Dam

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Works:

(1) Why 1s the tourlst drive to Can-

ning Dam along McNess Drive still
closed?

‘When is this access {o the Can-
ning Dam to be opened?

JAMIESON replied:

The drive Is cut at the Canning
Dam portal and carrying heavy
transport, and public safety is
essential,

Not definitely determined, but
possibly July or August next vear
depending upon the contractor’s
progress.

2

Mr,
(80

@)

FISHERIES
Tuna and Fishmeal Indusiries

Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Fisheries and Fauna:

(1} Would he give any detalls of West-
ern Australian fishing Iinterests
fishing for tunsa in grounds off the
continental shelf of this State?



2)

3)

(4>

(5

(1)

(2)

(&)

@

5}
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Has the Government or his de-
partment provided any technical
and/or financial assistance to this
venture and, ¥f so, would he give
details?

Would he provide information of
any assistance, either technical or
financial, rendered by the Com-
monwealth Government?

Who are the companles involved
in this project and from which
base port do they intend to com-
mence operations?

Has the Government or his de-
partment made any assessment re-
garding the establishment of a
fishmeal Industry in Western Aus-
tralia and would he please provide
detalls of negotlations to date?

. BICKERTON replied:

There are a number of fishermen
and fishing companies Interested in
catching tuna off the Western Aus-
tralian coast, On the south coast
a small tuna fishery has already
been developed, and on the west
coast developmental work is in
progress. One of the principal
vessels Involved in this develop-
ment is the Western Star operated
bst:d Markwell Ross Fisheries Pty.
Ltd.

The Government has provided
technical advice to industry by
undertaking aerial surveys for
tuna end making the results of
their surveys available to industry.
Also the department’s Senior
Research Officer (Development),
who is an expert in the fleld of
tuna fishing, has given advice to
many members of the fishing in-
dustry.

The Government has provided fin-
ancial assistance in terms of the
charter of the fishing vessel
Torbay to undertake a survey on
the south coast in 1969 and 1970
and the loan of a purse seine net,
puretic power block and sonar set
for use by Markwell Ross Fisheries
Pty. Ltd. on the wvessel Wesiern
Star.

The Australinn Government has
approved a grant of $95,000 to
Markwell Ross Fisheries Pty. Ltd.
to develop purse seining for tuna
off Western Australia.

Markwell Ross Fisheries Pty. Ltd.
I understand the vessel refuels at
Learmonth, but the home port is
Fremantle,

The Government has investigated
the market potential of fish meal,
but until a fish resource has been
praven and it has been shown that
the resource can be supplied to a

217.

28,

processing plant at about $20 per
ton further progress cannot be
made.

WEST BUSSELTON SCHOOL
Additional Classrooms

Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minlster for Education:

(1) With the projected increase in
school numbers at the West Bus-
selton primary school, would he
advise when additional classrooms
will be huilt?

(2) If “Ne” to (1), would he initiate
immediate investigation to ensure
that adequate accommodation is
available for the commencement
of the 1874 school year?

Mr., T. D. EVANS replied:

(1) and (2) Additional permanent ac-
commodation is scheduled for West
Busseltont in the 1974-75 financial
year.

Temporary accommodation will be
provided as needed for the begin-
ning of 1974.

MEAT
Lamb Ezxporls: Ban

Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Is he aware that the Common-
wealth Government proposal for
export meat levy could also include
a partial ban on export cf lamb?

(2) Have the Lamb Marketing Board
and the farmers' union expressed
concern over this possible action
by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment?

{3) What steps has the Mlinister taken
to ensure that the lamb Industry
will not be adversely affected by
this decision?

Mr, H. D, EVANS replied:

(1) It is understood that the report
of the Parliamentary Joint Com-
mittee on Prices {(sub-committee
B—meat prices) is to be tabled
in Federal Parliament. Details of
the proposals will be obtained as
soon as possible.

(2) The Farmers’ Union has expressed
its concern to the Minister for
Primary Industry over possible
restrictions on meat exports, par-
ticularly lamb, The Lamb Mar-
keting Board has informed me of
the adverse effects that restrictions
on lamb exports would have on
orderly marketing of lamb in
Western Australia.

(3) The Minister for Primary Industry
has been requested to give recogni-
tion to Western Australia’s special
position in relation to exports of
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lamb. Western Australia will have
a substantial surplus of lamb
available for export in the next
four months, but access to Eastern
States markets is limited both by
cost and market requirements.

COURT PROCEEDINGS
Exclusion of Press
Mr. B. T. BURKE, fo the Attorney-
General;

(1> What 1is the procedure to be
adopted when the Press is to be
excluded from court proceedings?

Who 1s responsible for finally de-
ciding whether or not the Press
should be admitted?

Does the process of exclusion vary,
for example In chlldren’'s court
proceedings?

Is he satisfied that the correct
exclusion procedure is being fol-
lowed?

If not, In what areas does current
practice fall short of the require-
ments?

What steps have been taken to
correct any shortcomings?

T. D. EVANS replied:

The presiding judiclal officer asks
the Press to leave.

The presiding judicial officer.
Naoa.

Yes.

and (8) Answered hy (4).

(2)

(&)

)

5)

(6)

Mr.
(e8]

@
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WOOD CHIPPING INDUSTRY
Telegram from Senator Wriedt

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Premier:

Wil he table a copy of Senator
Wrledt’'s telegram of 20th August
relating to the wood chipping in-
dustry project and environmental
matters?

J. T. TONKIN replied:

Yes, papers tabled herewith.

The papers were labled (see paper
No. 337).

Mr.

STATE ELECTRICITY
COMMISSION

Contracts in Excess of a Three-
Year Term

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Electricity:

Purther to the reply to question
22 on Tuesday, 18th September,
1973, will he give detalls of the
11 econtracts with a performance
period exceeding three years?

32.

Mr. MAY replied:

Country towns assistance scheme

lease agreements for the term of

21 years with each of the follow-

ing—

1, Shire of Kondinin {(Karlga-
rin}.

Shire of Kondinin (Hyden).
Shire of Dumbleyunsg.
Shire of East Filbara.

Shire of EKent,

Shire of Upper Gascoyne,
Shire of Shark Bay.

Shire of Yalgoo.

Shire of Cue,

CONAY e W

and

Two lift maintenance contracts
with Otis Elevators.

STATE ELECTRICITY
COMMISSION
Land at Mt. Lawley: Usage

Mr. Q'CONNOR, tc the Minister for

Electricity;

{1) Is i{{ enticipated the State Elec-
tricity Commlssion intends to use
some land in the Mt. Lawley Golf
Club area and near the 17th tee?
If g0, will he provide details—
(a) of the ares Involved;

(b} for what purpose is the land
required;

(¢} when will the land be re-
quired?

Is there any other land in the
vicinity that would be suitable
apart from on the golf course?

Is 1t necessary to bring a Bill to
Parliament before the S.E.C. can
use this land?

. MAY replied:

Yes.

(a) A maximum of 1.8 acres.

(b) A combined switching station
and zone substation.

(c) February, 1974.

Yes, but not as sultable.

This matter will he presented by
the Lands Department in the Re-
serves Bill when all formalities are
eomplete.

2)

3)

(4)

1)
(2}

)
(4)

QUESTIONS (6): WITHOUT NOTICE

1.

GOVERNOR
Appointment
Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Premier:
(1) Has a name gone forward yet for
the new Governar?
(2) If not, when 1s it anticipated that
a submission will go forward?

(3) If it has gone forward, when does
he expect an announcement to be
made?
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(1)
(2)
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J. T. TONKIN replied:

No.

By the end of this month.
Not applicable.

ABLE STAR ENGINEERING CO.

Mr,

PTY. LTD,
Tabling of File
GAYFER, to the Minister for De-

velopment and Decentralisation:

Mr.

Will he table the file in connection
with Able Star Engineering Co.
Pty. Ltd.?

. TAYLOR replied:

I thank the honourable member
for some notlce of this question.
Regreitably, however, litigation is
presently pending between a mem-
ber of the company concerned and
the Official Receiver of the com-
pany. Therefore, the matter is
sub judice.

GOVERNMENT
DEPARTMENTS

Motor Vehicles

. THOMPSON, to the Premier:

I apologise for not giving the
ltE;remier any notlee of this ques-
on.

. J. T. Tonkin: I think you will

have to put it on the notice paper.

. THOMPSON: On the 15th Au-

gust I asked a guestion in rela-
tion to motor vehicles used by
officers of Government depart-
ments. At that time the Premier
indicated it would take some time
to compile the anhswer to my
question. Has the month which
has passed since then been suf-
ficient time to obtain the answer?
If not, when can I expect to re-
cejve 1t?

J. T. TONKIN replied:

All T can say at this stage is that
it was necessary for me to circu-
larise all Ministers in order to
obtaln the information from the
various departments. As yet I
do not have the information avall-
able. When it is available I shall
see that it is conveyed to the
honourable member.

RATLWAYS
Wheat Cartage

. GAYFER, to the Premier:

I asked a question today of the
Minister representing the Min-
ister for Railways. The reply
was handed in because of its
length, although I do not think
it is very long. Is the Premier
aware that of the nine sidings
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and stations listed, the antici-
pated freight rate increase from
them to the natural port term-
inal will be of this order—

%

155

209

16.1

19.1

188

15.8

19.1

14,0

149
How does the Premier reconcile
this answer with his statement
that rail freights are going up
only 15 per cent.?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

I have been caught this way be-
fore. I ask that the question be
placed on the notice paper.

PUBLIC SERVICE

Appointments Not Under Section 23

Mr.

Mr,

MENSAROS, to the Premlier:

In relation to question 22 I asked
today, whilst I appreciate that
the answer will take some time
to compile, would the Premier be
kind enough to give an under-
taking to hand in the question
instead of presenting it to me so
that it c¢an be recorded in
Hansard?

. J. T. TONKIN replled:

Yes. My purpose in Iindicating
that it would be forwarded to the
honourable member was an en-
deavour to get it to him more
guickly. If he wishes the ans-
wer to be presented to Parlia-
ment, I have no objection to that
course.

MEAT
Lamb Exporis: Ban
BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Agri-

culture:

In relation to question 28 I asked
today, in vlew of the importance
of the report of the Parliamentary
Joint Commiftee on Prices, sub-
committee B (Meat Prices) which
is to0 be tabled In the Federal
Parliament shortly, will the Min-
ister make every endeavour to have
copies of this report made avaflable
to the members of this Chamber
because of the impartance of the
mest Industry to this State?

. H, D. EVANS replied:

Yes, I will be quite happy to do
that. I will also hand in any
other relevant information as soon
as it 1s available,
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OFFICIAL PROSECUTIONS
(DEFENDANTS’ COSTS) BILL

Second Reading

MR. T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlle—Attorney-
General) [7.55 p.m.1: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

It was the stated policy of this Govern-
ment to review the laws which prevented
legal costs being recovered by successful
defendants of charges lald by the Crown,
including statutory suthorities.

This Bill has been drafted following a
report of the Law Reform Committee, as it
then was, and provides for financial rellef
to an accused in a trial held in a Court of
Petty Sesslons or a Children’s Court who
is acquitted or who has the charge against
him withdrawn, or In cases where the
charge is not proceeded with.

The scheme also includes appeals from
summary trials and the appellate court may
award costs where the defendant is suc-
cessful by reason of his appeal. The
amount of the casts ordered, other than
court fees, shall be in accordance with a
scale to be preseribed. However, provision
is made in the Blll to allow the court to
make an order in excess of the amount
preseribed where it is satisfled that the
payment of greater costs is desirable.

Not all successful defendants are to be
entitled to costs as prescribed, as the court
may order that a particular defendant is
not entitled to full or part costs in certain
circumstances. An example of this 1s
where a charge 1s dismissed under section
669 of the Criminal Code; that is, the pro-
vision for first offenders. Members will be
aware that in such an Instance a judicial
officer may he convinced thai an offence
has in fact been committed, having regard
for the antecedence of the offender. How-
ever, because 1t is a first offence, the
judicial officer may declde not to record a
conviction and the charge is sald to be
dismissed pursuant to sectlon 669 of the
Criminal Code,

Another example could be where a de-
fendant did something which was un-
reasonable and contributed to the institu-
tion or continuation of the legal proceed-
ings; or he had done something during
the course of the proceedings which was
caleulated to prolong the proceedings un-
necessarily or cause unnecessary expense,
In that case the court has a discretion in
determining its order as to costs.

The payment of costs ordered shall be
made to the defendant upon his ccrtificate
of the court being produced to the Treas-

urer of the State where the public official:

who was a party to the proceedings hap-
pened to be a person falling into the fol-
lowing categories: a Minister of ilhie Crown,
a publlc servant, a police officer. or a
person acting as an agent of these officials.

[ASSEMELY,]

Where the public official, who was a
party to the proceedings, Is employed by
& statutory body, other than a Govern-
ment department or instrumentality, or is
an ageni of such a body, the custs shall
be paid by that body.

I point out that such a body would
necessarily include a locgl authority.

I interpolate here to indicate that in
April of this year 1 asked the Minister
for Local Government to draw to the
attention of the many local governing
authorities In Western Australia the in-
tention of the Government fto proceed
with this legislation. I also asked the
Minister to draw tp the attention of the
authorities the obligations which could
arise under the legislation in certain c¢ir-
cumstances to pay costs to successful de-
fendants. I have with me a circular daied
the 13th April, 1973, distributed by the
Department of Local Government. It
refers in paragraph 3 fo the payment of
costs to acquitted persons. I am advised
that as of the llth September last no
comments or complaints from local
guthorities had been received and re-
corded by the Department of Local Gov-
ernment pursuant to the distribution of
the circular. So it may safely be assumed
that local authorities have had adequate
notice of the intention of the Govern-
ment.

Attention should be drawn to the fact
that where costs are ordered the public
servant, police officer, or statutory author-
ity employee is not personally responsible
to pay the amount ordered. Costs awarded
for which the State Treasurer is respon-
sible shall be met from the Consolidated
Revenue Fund,

In June of this year the Lord Chief
Justice of England (Lord Widgery), when
giving a practice direction in the Queen's
Bench Divisional Court, enunciated cx-
amples of reasons for not ordering costs
in favour of 8 successful Jdefendant. It
is of interest to read that the criteria
adopted in England approximate those in-
cluded in this Bill.

On numerous occasions over the past
few years demands have been made for
reform to end the injustice suffered by an
acquitted person who has not been com-
pensated. It is submitted that this Bill,
which has been drafted as a result of con-
siderable research and consultation with
responsible sectors of the community, is a
piece of legislation vita] to the protection
of the personal rights and freedom of the
citizens within our community.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Mensaros.

Message: Appropriations
Message from the Lieutenant-Governor
received and read recommending appro-
priations for the purposes of the Bill
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LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR. T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie—Attor-
ney-General) [8.05 p.m.): I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

At the request of the Law Society of West-
ern Australia and the Barristers’ Board,
the Government has considered proposals
to amend the Legal Practitioners Act.
Each of the amendments arises from the
need to recognise changing circumstances
and, in turn, to ensure that the relevant
legislation does not become cutmoded. The
amendments in the Bill can be classified
under three broad categories—

(1) Constitution of the Barristers'
Board.

(2) Restrictions as to articled clerks.
(3) Control of certain practitioners,

The present provision of the Act is for five
practitioners to be elected annually by the
profession, This has remained unchanged
since 1893, notwithstanding that the total
number of practitioners on the roll has
increased more than tenfold since that
time, I am referring, of course, to the
constitution of the Barristers’ Board,
cxf'ea;t%ds under the Legal Practitioners Act
of 1893.

It is important, particularly from the
point of view of the disciplinary role per-
formed by the bhoard, that the elected
members should heold the major place in
the constitution of the board. It is pro-
posed therefore to Increase the number of
elected members of the profession to seven.

The Act now provides that the State
Crown Solicitor and the Deputy Common-
wealth Crown Solicitor shall each have no
more than four articled clerks at the same
time. The Law Society requested that the
iimitation be lifted, and the proposal had
the support of the Barristers’ Board. The
purposes of allowing the Crown Solicitor
and the Deputy Commonwealth Crown
Sollcitor each to have four articled clerks
are—

(1> To provide recruitment for each
department.

(2) To assist the community in aiding
law students to proceed to admis-
sion to the bar and so meef the
needs of the community for legal
practitioners,

The law school has In recent vears ex-
perienced difficulty in arranging articles for
all graduates. It is belleved larger firms
of solicitors have increased their number
of articled clerks as an obligation to the
profession and to the community. The
extent to which the iIntake of articled
clerks will be expanded by the departments
concerned will be governed by funds avail-
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able and opportunifies to employ them
gainfully so0 that they receive appropriaie
training.

A further amendment sought by the
Barristers’ Board provides that the board
may at any time appoint a certificated
practitioner to inquire whether por nat
ancther practitioner is for any reason in-
gppa.ble of properly conducting his prac-
ice.

The practitioner so appointed shall re-
port to the hoard which may, if it decldes
that the practitioner investigated is in-
capable of properly conducting his prac-
tice, apply to a judge for such order as
the judge thinks fit. This provision is
aimed at providing further protection for
the public and, together with the previous
amendments, is commended to the House.

Debate adjourned, on mation by Mr.
Mensaros.

MOTOR VEHICLE (THIRD PARTY
INSURANCE SURCHARGE) ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 13th Septem-
her.

MR. McPHARLIN (Mt. Marshali) [8.10
p.m.J: This 1s a small measure, and one
which we do not intend to cppose. It will
certalnly be accepted by those who will be
favourably affected. The measure will come
into operation as from the 1st April, 1974.
This provision is to glve the lcensing
authority sufficlent advance notice of the
date from which exemption will operate,

The Bill intends to remove the sur-
charge on third party insurance on fire
fighting vehicles used by farmers. These
vehicles have been specially fitted for such
purpose at the expense of the farmer and
normally they would be used only on his
property. Therefore there would not be
any need for them to be licensed. How-
ever the vehicles have been specially fitted
for fire fighting and at times it is neces-
sary for them to be used on a road or to
be driven across a road for the purpose of
fighting fires that may occur from time
to time.

The Bush Fires Board, being a competent
body, has made representations for the
removal of this surcharge, and the amount
that will be lost to revenue will not be
very great. It is estimated that the loss
to revenue will not exceed $5,000 a year,
Such a small amount will not have any
significant effect on a farmer’s normal
costs. Nevertheless it is a relief to know
that this small measure will bring
about a small reduction in costs. Small as
it may be, perhabs it represents a faint
glilmmer of light filtering in from some-
where, and indicating that when the Esti-
mates are being considered, further relief
will follow,
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Further, this 1s a move that will be ac-
cepted by all shire councils. I feel sure
there will be no opposition from them. I
cannot imagine their objecting to some-
thing being removed which would effect a
reduction in costs. Also it will not have
any effect on the Motor Vehicle Insurance
Trust because this surcharge does not rep-
resent income for the trust. The surcharge
is not pald to the trust, but to the Gov-
ernment. Only the insurance premium
is pald to the Motor Vehicle Insurance
Trust,

In the past those wvehicles which have
peen used for fire fighting have been grant-
ed concessions in regard to licenses, and
the surcharge that was made amounted to
$5. Therefore. as I have said, there will
not to be a great amount lost to revenue.
Also there would not be a great number of
fire flghting vehlcles of thls type In the
State.

The main purpose of the Bill is to amend
seetion 3(2) by adding after paragraph (e)
a hew paragraph to be known as paragraph
(es). Section 3(2)(e) of the Act refers to
wheelchalrs but I do not think there ls any
implication behind it in regard to any
farmers that I know. The amendment in
the Bill applies to a person engaged In
the business of farming or grazing and
concerns the use of their vehicles which
are specially fitted for fire fighting pur-
poses only.

In supporting this amending Bill I trust
that the Government may, when introdue-
ing other measures, hring about further
reductions in costs In other categories that
apply to farmers, because in recent
months we have seen an increase in inter-
est rates which will mean that further
costs will be added to the farmer’s burden.
Also the revaluation of the dollar will have
its impact upon the rural ecommunity, and
other measures which will ¢come forward
will further burden very heavily those en-
gaged in farming pursuits in the next 12
months because these costs will affect their
business of farming.

Therefore any small measures of rellef
will be gratefully received and I hope the
Treasurer will accept my comments in the
manner that I have expressed them. A
couple of nights ago we had a debate on
pay-roll tax and an Increase in that tax
will affect those In rural areas t¢c some
extent, and the removal of thls sur-
charge will not be of great significance to
them, but it is a start towards the Trea-
surer easing the pressure a little, which
will be welcomed by those on this side of
the House. He does not get much support
for many of his actlons, but this 1s one
where he will get real support. I suggest
he keeps that in mind by granting further
relef in other directions and he will get
more support. I support the Bl

MR. BLAIKIE (Vasse) [8.18 pm.1: I,
too, support the measure before the House.
Much of what I intended to say has already

[ASSBEMBLY.]

been sald by the Leader of the Country
Party. However 1 wish to place on record
some acknowledgment of the work per-
formed by the bushfire brigades since their
Inception in this State. I doubt whether
anyone can assess the real value of these
brigades. They are organised on a fairly
loose basis, but In times of crisis and need
the brigades move straight into action. In
any rural community they have proved to
be of Immense and lmmeasurable value.

The measure before us is one that will
grant some recogndtlon of the work this
organisation has performed. The purpose
of the Bill is to exempt fire fighting vehlcles
from the surcharge on third party insur-
ance and I support the Govermment for its
action in introducing it.

I made some representation to the Min-
ister for Police In regard to fire flghting
vehicles, which concerned another matter,
and I had hoped some provision would
have been included in this measure to cover
the situation. I refer to the braking sys-
tem of vehicles used for fire fighting pur-
poses. I conslder that some exemptlan in
regard to the braklng system of a fire
fighting vehicle should be granted by
grriending the regulations under the Traffic

ct.

As the Premier sald in his introductory
remarks when moving the second reading
of this Bill, these vehlcles are used
specifically for fire fighting purposes and
invarlably, unless a crisis occurs whereby a
fire is imminent and there is immediate
danger, they are not required to travel
over roads. It could well be that these
vehicles would not traverse roads for sev-
eral years, but there are odd times when
this would be necessary.

I wholeheartedly support the measure
and sincerely hope the Minister for Police,
who will have further representations made
to him again this year to relax the regula-
tions made under the Traffic Act in relation
to the code of traller braking—especially
imposed on fire fighting vehicles—will
agree with those representations.

This Bill is only a small measure, but it
is Indeed a generous move on the part of
the Government and I commend its action.

MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville—
Treasurer) [8.20 pm.]l: I thank members
who have indicated thelr support of the
Bill. Frankly I would have been surprised
had any member opposed it. I can assure
the Leader of the Country Party that I am
not looking for ways in which I can get rid
of revenue; in fact, I am searching for
ways in which I can obtain more.

It was felt that in the clrcumstances
this was a reasonable step to take, as it
was necessary to encourage these people to
make thelr vehicles available, and there
was no reason why they should be put te
some expense in order to render what Is a
public service. It looks as though there
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will be no difficulty at any stage to the
passage of the Bill, and for this I am very
thankful.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

IRON ORE (MURCHISON)
AGREEMENT AUTHORIZATION BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 23rd August.

MR, COYNE (Murchison-Eyre) (8.2¢
pm.}: I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to say a few words in support of
the agreement contained in the Blll be-
fore us. I must admit that initially, due
to some information I received from
people In the electorate which was not
really on the ball and the fact that I had
not clarified my thoughts on the matter,
:llswas not completely in favour of the

Of course, I now realise that the whole
purpose of having this agreement between
Northern Mining Corporation and the
Government ratified is to bring about
some arrangement {o enable the company
to attract additional capital into the de-
velopment of the pbroject, the feasibility
of which has yet to be proved. I realise
that in this respect the company has a
long way to go, particularly in view of
the recent fiscal measures taken by the
Commonwealth Government. This has
made it much more difficult for companies
gxzeigting in the mining areas of the

ate.

Looking at the map that has been
tabled, it will be seen that a direct rail-
way line will be built from g port just
north of Gerasldton to the Weld Range, a
distance of some 230 miles. It did appear
that Yalgoo, Mt. Magnet, and Cue would
suffer as a result of the discontinuance of
the existing railway line.

However, the Railways Department has
agreed that this line will remain in ser-
vice until after this project has got off
the ground; and, will remain in service
for 13 to 15 years untll such time as the
deposits are developed to a satisfactory
state of production.

Northern Mining Corperation proposes
to mine the Weld Range deposit in the
first place, and then later to take In the
Mt. Gould and the Mt. Hale deposits,
which are slightly north-west of Mt. Weld.
For the sake of the whole Murchison re-
gion I hope this project proves to be
viable, and will in due course get under
way. If it does It will prove to be a great
lift to the whole region, and give a strong
impetus to the Port of Geraldton which
requires some such project to raise the
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quality of life of fhe people there, to
attract a greater population, and to at-
tract additional industries,

Looking further afleld, this project will
enhance the prospects of other :pineral
developments in the eastern Murchison. I
refer to the Ferrovanadium Corporation
which is located at Barrambie and is at
present conducting tests to establish a
pilot plant in order to prove the prospects
of its gperations,

Further east Is the Yeelirrle uranium
deposit., Last weekend we had the oppor-
tunity to view that deposit from the air.
We saw that a great deal of work had
been done there, although at present the
project is at a standstill. The uranjium
oxides have been deposited in huge
dumps, waiting for markets to appear.
No doubt, In due course this project wiil
also get under way once again,

In the south-east direction there Is the
Perseverance or the Seleast nickel opera-
tions. Last weekend we also had the
opportunity to inspeet that; it is a fan-
tastic project 'This is an ore body con-
taining some 40,000,000 tons of 2.2 per
cent nickel. Although the project is ex-
periencing  difficuities at the present
time, there is no doubt In my ming of its
eventual success. I do hope that in due
course the project will become airborne.

From the way these deposits are lo-
cated it will be seen that in the long term
a standard rallway line stretching from
Geraldton to Meekatharra, and areing
back in the direction of Mt. Keith, the
Perseverance project, and Malcolm to
form one line from Geraldton to Esper-
ance, could be bullt.

Mr. May: Would you include Yeelirrie?

Mr. COYNE: Yeelirrie is a little bit off
the lne. I# is predieted that in the 1980s
there will be a big upsurge in the use of
uranium by Japan. It is claimed that
Western Mining Carporation has
$550,000,000 worth of uranium at Yeel-
irrie.

If the uranium operation becomes air-
borne it would certainly be worth estab-
lishing the line. We do not know where
the supplies will be obtained, but I know
that the Ieonora and Kalgoorlie people
would like them to come from the Kal-
goorlie area. In the interests of economy
the hest source would probably be through
Esperance, although it would be best to
freight the uranjum concentrates, nickel,
and iron ore from Geraldton. Consequently
we could have a long line being used all
the way.

1 support the project wholeheartedly
and wish the . company well. I hope its
feasibility studies are successful and that
it can prove to outside interests that the
project could be viable and that con-
sequently it can attract the capital to get
the project off the ground.
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I am sure that those people in the
Murchison who still have misgivings about
the loss of the railway line would be satis-
fied if they received a full explanation.
From time to time as the opportunity
arises In my electorate I will certainly
express my support for the project.

MR. McPHARLIN (Mt Marshall) [8.32
pm.]l: Briefly I would like to express my
support for the project, the subject of the
Bill before us.

In his speech the Minlster told us that
the agreement provides for the mining
of deposits In the Weld Range, Mt. Gould,
Mt. Hale, and Robinson Range locatlons.
Indeed It s an agreement of significant
regional 1mportance and should be sup-
ported to enable the project to get off
the ground.

The Bill provides for an initial expen-
diture of $140,000,000 which 1s a rather
large surn. However, the project will create
employment and a raflway line will be
buili which will be of importance not only
to the company concerned. but also to
the producers along the line. I understand
that those wishing to do so will be per-
mitted to use the line immediately it is
established; and then after a period of
time the rallway line will become the
property of the State, which 5 a very
favourable arrangement.

Under the Bill the Government must
be satisfled after a perlod of five years
that the conditions applying have been
met before it will agree to the project
going ahead. The company has inwcated
it has had difficuity i{n raising the finance,
and the Government has undertaken to
guarantee a loan of up to $42,000,000 for
the establishment of the rallway line, but
only after the project has been proved
viable to the Government’s complete satis-
faction.

These are rather severe conditions, but
I conslder the project must be proved
viable, and this places the responsibility
on the company. If it cannot prove that
the project is viable, the guarantee wili
not be given.

Such conditions would satisfy even the
most severe critic of the project. If such
restrictive conditions were not Imposed
the Government would be open to criti-
cismm. However, it appears that the pro-
jeet will be Investigated falrly tharoughly
before it Is given the green light to go
ahead.

I cannot recall that the available ton-
nage in the area was mentioned in the
Minister's second reading speech, but I
understangd that some millions of tons are
available in three areas and this tonnage
would be sufficient to make the proiect
vigble.

The royalty rates mentioned are similar
to those in the McCamey’s Monster and
Rhodes Rldge agreements and apparently
the company is satisfled with them.
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The Minister indicated that it was essen-
tial the Bill be passed to enable the com-
pany to have the okay to go ahead with
its planning, I add my support to that of
the other members who have spoken. This
development in that area will offer em-
ployment opportunities. A new port will
be established just narth of Geraldton and
this wi)l assist in decentralisation. It will
give an incentive to the district which will
be able to develop In a desirable way., I
therefore support the Bill.

MR. MAY (Clentarf—Minister for
Mines) [8.37 p.m.]: It {s not normal for a
Minister to debate a Blll he has introduced
on behalf of a colleague, but in this inst-
ance I think it 1s clearly evident that the
Mines Department is closely related to the
Department of Development and Decen-
tralisation, as is the case with all new
mining ventures. This one in particular
required close co-gperation between the
two departments.

When the iron ore committee looked at
the first application by Northern Mining,
it thought that the project was a very
marglnal one, and if we were to get it off
the ground it would require quite a deal
of planning because of the Iragmented
deposits which had to be included in the
agreement.

When towards the end of last year we
called for applications for iron ore reserves
—they closed in February of this year—
we recelved a considerable number of
applications for the Robinson Range area.
However, the committee felt that this
deposit should be granted to the company
mentioned in the Bill before us, In order
that the project may be a viable proposi-
tion. The company will now mine the
Weld Range, Mt. Gould, Mt. Hale, and
Robinson Range areas and this might
give the project an opportunity ta get off
the ground.

It is an extremely marginal proposition
because at the present time our iron ore is
receiving a considerable amount of com-
petition from hoth South Africa and
Brazil. Although the Robinson Range
area does not contain ore of a particularly
high zrade because of its Fe content, it is
stili one on which planning should be done
now so that it will be ready when markets
become available at some future date. This
was done with McCamey’'s Monster and
Rhodes Ridge. It 1s no good walting
until the economic situation s virile,
before carrying out planning. The object
is to bring the project to a stage where
the economlics are proved and, when the
climate is right, the project can proceed
and compete with any other country in
the world in terms of contracts. The con-
tracts are what concern us because until
such time as the agreement is ratified the
company Is not in a position to offer its
product to the consumer.
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Exploration in the Murchison area is
virlle at this point in time, in spite of
comments made in terms of diminution of
the exploration rate in Western Australia,
We have received & number of applica-
tlons for gold prospecting areas, nickel
claims, and claims for various other types
of minerals, There have been & number
of spplications for temporary reserves,

We called applications for temporary
reserves in an endeavour to generate ex-
ploration in the mining settor. However,
even though we called for applications we
considered we still had to allow for some
areas which we termed “actlve areas” so
that prospectors would be able to get in
and explore without the areas being tled
down by large companies. In the case of
the Paterson Range one company applied
for & number of temporary reserves. We
granted a few, but left the rest of the
area open as an active area so that others
could apply to explore there.

The present Northern Mining venture
is of a very marginal nature but we hope
it will get off the ground. It can get off
the ground only if the market fmproves,
and the company concerned can show that
its product is acceptable on overseas
markets.

Mr. O'Connor:
some sales?

Mr. MAY: It has letters of intent. The
company feels it will be able to get sales
once this agreement goes through, We
have to appreciate that a considerable
guantity of high-grade iron ore is avail-
able at the moment.

Mr. O'Connor: There is no doubt it is
a difficult situation.

Mr. MAY: The situation is the same
as that which applies to Rhodes Ridge
where there are deposits of very high phos
iron ore. It will be some time before that
venture is able to get off the ground. We
are moving now and tryilng to integrate
the area so that the deposits can be used
when the time i{s opportune.

ﬂir. O’Connor: But there is some fairly
high-grade stuff available?

Mr. MAY: The idea is to plan shead,
and not to work out the high-grade cre.
We cannot expect people to go to isolated
areas and set up homes for a period of
only 10 years. The whole concept of the
Pilbara area is to try to arrange the plan-
ning, and blend the high grades with the
medium grades so that the mines and
the townships have a long life.

The previous Government commenced
this operation and we have carried it on
by assisting in terms of education and in
various other facilities, A [amily usually
goes to the north because of the high
wages which are paid. However, high
wages are not of much use if the children
have {0 be sent to secondary schocls in

The company has got
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the metropolitan area, The ldea is to
ensure large provincial towns so that the
schools and hospltals can be upgraded
and the children can remain with their
families while they are being educated.
This method has helped many families
living in the north.

The member for Moore mentioned a
technieal school for instructing Aborigines
in Port Hedland. We have been locking
at the prospect of having an annexe to
the School of Mines somewhere in the
Pilbara so that the young people will be
able to attend the school in the environ-
ment in which they live. It 1s very diffi-
cult to get young people from the metro-
politan area to go north and take wup
positions as mining engineers, etec., in the
iron ore industry, or any other industry.
However, if a young person is educated
in the north, and grows up in the area,
it is usually easier to persuade him to
remain there.

The original planning by the iron ore
committee ensured that particular re-
serves were integrated before we passed
this matter on to the Minister for De-
velopment and Decentralisation who is
responsible for the final agreement being
presented to Parliament. We have had
close co-operation in this regard, and we
hope it will be of benefit in terms of the
iron ore deposits. If we are to compete
with overseas companies it is obvious we
have to make sure that our iron ore de-
posits are developed in such a way as to
ensure long life for the benefit of the
companies involved, and for the benefit of
our State and Australia generally. I sup-
port the Bill.

MR. TAYLOR (Cockburn—Minister for
Development and Decentralisation) [8.45
p.m.]: With apolegles, Mr. Speaker, I think
the fact that the Minister for Mines spoke
may have led you to believe that the de-
bate on the Bill had been wound up.

The SPEAKER' The Minister for Mines
introduced the Bill.

Mr. May: On behalf of the Minister for
Development, and Decentralisation.

The SPEAKER: The Minister for Mines
therefore closed the debate.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(Mr. A. R. Tonkin) in the Chair: Mr.
Taylor (Minister for Development and De-
centralisation) in charge of the BIill.

Clause 1; Short title—

Mr. TAYLOR: We can all learn, and I
have certainly learnt a lesson this evening.
However, with your indulgence, Mr. Deputy
Chairman, T will make one or two com-
ments of a general nature in connection
with the various clauses which we will dis-
cuss during the Committee stage,
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It was interesting to note the comments
of those who spoke to the Bill—the Leader
of the Opposition, the Leader of the Coun-
try Party, and the member for Murchison-
Eyre, in whose area this proposition hope-
fully will get under way.

‘The Minister for Mines, particularly, was
respensible for the compilation of the
agreement. I would inform members that
the agreement was put together and pre-
pared in a special form by my predecessor,
the former Minister for Development and
Decentralisation, in conjunction with the
Minister for Mines. As the Minister for
Mines has said—as did alsc the Leader of
the Opposition—this is a matter which has
occupied the attention of boih depart-
ments, and the attention of a number of
Ministers over several years because of the
obvious value of having such development
within the Murchison area,

I will have an opportunity to speak to
the various clauses of the Bill but I will
make some general comments at this stage.
The members who spoke to the Bill empha-
sised that there was a certain vagueness
about some of the wording in the measure,
and pointed out that it appeared to allow
considerable latitude to the venturers who
will be attempting to make the proposition
a profitable cne. The latitude was allowed,
purposely, so that there would be flexibility
for those who were preparing to make the
venture a viable propasition and get some
form of industry off the ground.

The Leader of the Country Party also
made the point that all avenues seemed to
be covered, as far as the Government was
concerned, Should the Government de-
sire, it can call a halt to the proceedings
at any time. This certainly applies as far
as guarantees for assistance in connection
with finance are concerned or any propo-
sition in connection with any future part-
nership. It also applies regarding the
route of the rallway, and the matter of the
port; all those aspects will be in the hands
of the Government of the day. Any opera-
tion can be stopped, and any provision can
be re-enacted at any point In time.

The member for Murchison-Eyre was a
little concerned, as was the Leader of the
Opposition, on the effect that this railway
and the new mining project may have on
existing towns in the area. The Leader of
the Opposition rajsed the matter and, by
interjection, I indicated at the time that
it is the intention of the Government at
this stage that the railway through to
Meekatharra will continue and will oper-
ate as it does now.

Purther, the Government’s intention is
to attempt to encourage the Northern
Mining Corporation—or whoever its
siecessors may he—in fact to use one of
these towns rather than build a temporary
town at the various mine sites. It Is
held that there could be greater value in
a large number of people In one com-
munity moving outwards to ather mining
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enterprises than there would be in a small
transitional town which may only have a
viable life of some 15 to 20 years.

I repeat that it is certainly not intended
in any way that the present rallway or
the towns which it serves will be disadvan-
taged by this proposition; I agree with the
comment of the Leader of the Opposition
that, in fact, this should enhance the use
of that railway and the use of the towns
in the general area.

A question was asked as to why the
shires of both Greenough and Chapman
Valley were mentioned when it would
appear that any future port is likely to be
built to the north of Geraldton. The
reason for mentioning both shires in the
Bill is to give maximum latitude to the
company and to the Government in logk-
ing at a passible port site in the area. 1t
is agreed that there are some good points
for the establishment of a port approxi-
mately 10 miles to the north of Geraldton,
but this is in no way a final determination.
Full latitude is given in the Bill so that a
wide range of alternatives may be exam-
ined. The final determination as to where
the port will be is, under the measure,
left to the Government itself. It is one
of those points in the Bill which are out-
side the scope of any arbitration. In other
words, it will be the sole prerogative of
the Government of the day to decide
where the port will be. It will not rest
with the company either directly or by
way of negotiation although, naturally,
the views of the company will be taken
Into account.

The actual location of the railway has
naturally also not been determined but
once again—as was painted out by the
Leader of the Opposition—the rallway line
itself |s likely to be as short as possible.
Certainly an effort has been made to at-
tempt to find an easy access through to
the coast. If the railway does follow any
of the routes so far suggested—although
they have not yet been surveyed—Iit is
likely to be outside of existlng towns.

The Leader of the Opposition asked for
some clarification on two of the defini-
tions; namely the definition of manufac-
tured steel products and the definition of
the further processing of steel into special
shapes and alloys. He rightly pointed out
that the definitions were much wider than
those one normally encounters in such an
agreement. Certainly they encompass the
whole range of steel manufacturing pro-
cesses.

This was done deliberately, I am In-
formed, during discussions between the
former Minister and the company so that
there could be maximum advantage taken
of whatever proposition may be put for-
ward by the company or any other group
with whom the company may wish to
establlsh a consortium, Therefore, the
definition Is very wide indeed to allow for
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maximum discussion. Of course the final
determination as to what may happen still
remains within the power of the Govern-
ment of the day.

A question was also asked as to why &
figure of 250,000 tons was put forward as
being a quantity per annum to be out-
loaded from the new port. It was sald that
this figure seemed to be extremely low and
possibly uneconomlie, It was agreed that
such a tonnage would be extremely marg-
inal. Once agaln, 1t was put in as a mini-
mum figure to give maximum latitude to
the company in its discussions with whom-
soever it may see flt In its endeavour to
make this a viable venture.

I thank the Deputy Chalrman (Mr. A, R.
Tonkin) for the latitude I have been given
on clause 1. As all speakers have recog-
nised, this agreement is different from
virtually any other agreement of its type
that has come before the Parliament In
that it is a real attempt to give as much
latitude as possible to a company in its
endeavour to establish an industry in an
area in which mormally great difficulties
would be considered to exist {n the estab-
lishment of sueh an industry; or it may
even be considered that such an action
1s impossible.

The Government has seen fit to offer
assistance in the terms of guaranteeing
the cost of a railway line for two rea-
sons. One is that it will allow the com-
pany to seek less contribution or less
equity itself in a direet form, based on
its own ability to reise the funds. The
second reason is that, as a Government-
controlled railway, this will allow the
Government to have a major say in the
use of that facility for any other major
or minor mining venture in the area. If
the railway were exclusively owned and
operated by the company it could then
dictate terms including the complete for-
bidding of the use of that rallway. How-
ever, under the terms of the agreement it
will be possible for the railway to be
utilised at any time, subject to the con-
venience of the company, by any other
company which has an interest in minerals
and ores.

I think the main points that were put
forward have been covered. Doubtless
as we reach other clauses there will be
other points which members will be in-
terested in commenting upon.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 2: Execution of Agreement
authorized—

Sir CHARLES COURT: Am I to assume
that we may discuss the schedule as a
separate item or must we discuss it on
clauses 2 and 37

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. A. R.
Tonkin): I Intend %t deal with 10
clauses of the schedule at a time. This
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will give members big chunks of the
schedule to discuss. Does the Leader of
the Opposition wish to speak to clause 2?

Sir CHARLES COURT: No
Clause put and passed.
Clause 3 put and passed.
Schedule—

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I intend to
put the first 10 clauses which would take
it up to page 23.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I have several
points with which I wish to deal. The
matters I wish to raise are to be found on
pages 3, 10, 14, and 17. Page 3 is the
start of the agreement. It refers to the
name of the company; namely, the
Northern Mining Corporation NI. This
was referred to by the Minister In pre-
senting the Bill and it was also referred
te by me in my second reading speech.
However it is appropriate to comment
briefly on this because although we are
actually agreeing to an agreement for
signature in substantially the form that
is submitted to the Parliament, we must
acknowledge that it could be with people
as yet unknown., My thought is that it
will be with people at whom we could not
even guess at the present time. However,
perhaps the Minister has received some
further information since the Bill was in-
troduced which would give an indication
of the type of people who are interested.

I think it is important that Parliament
should understand that when the agree-
ment is finally consummated and becomnes
a project there could be one or more
parties, as yet not known to us, who will
finally enter into agreemeni with the
Government and accept responsibility for
it. I am not sure whether the Government
proposes to do this by way of assignment
or by way of renegotiating or amending the
agxigement s0 as to include the new names
in it

Here agaln, I would guess that 1f there
were g number of substantial partners
they themselves would want to be inecor-
porated in the agreement that was
eventually signed, which might Involve
bringing it back to Parliament to have it
Anally approved. Likewise, I can fore-
see 50 many varlations of the agree-
ment when it is brought to fruition that
it will need further parliamentary
approval, In other words, we are work-
ing on the basis that this is purely a docu-
ment which will permit discussion and
negotiation for capital and the necessary
expertise and markets.

If I may, at the same time I will deal
with one of my gqueries on page 10 relat-
ing to the port site. The Minister has
answered my query in respeect of the two
shires which were mentioned, and I take
it the reason for the inclusion 1s that they
wanted flexibility. In other words, the
port site could be north or south of
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Geraldton, although the site favoured at
the moment appears to be about 10 miles
north of Geraldton.

Mr, Taylor: Yes.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The next item
I refer to is steel. I raised this in the
course of the second reading and the
Minister has partly, but not fully, answered
my querfes. My maln purpose in ralsing
the matter was to invite the attention of
the Government and its advisers to the
fact that the definitions “steel” and “ter-
tiary processing” seem to be in conflict.
At the moment it might not appear to be
very important because there is a long
way to go before the final propositions are
considered. However, I point out that the
definition *‘steel" reads—

“steel” means steel in the form of
steel billets or manufactured steel
products;

In the trade one normally regards a billet
as being one of the very early forms of
semi-finished steel. It is virtually crude
steel ready for eventual melting down again
and converston into other forms and pro-
ducts. But when we come to manufactured
steel products we are talking about things
such as ploughshares, spades, saucepans,
motorcar bodies, and a thousand and onhe
things which sre made out of steel.

I will be interested to know why the de-
finition was made so wide and with such
a disparity. It is not just a question of
allowing elasticity in the definitlon of
steel, because this i1s not elasticity. It is
going from one extreme to the other, If
it referred to blllets, slabs, blooms, and
piates, they would be in the same family—
a semi-finished steel class—but beyond that
we get Into RSJs and merchant bar steel,
and even they are not manufactured steel
products. It 1s not untll we come to actual
usable goods that we talk about manufac-
tured steel products; for instance, a rafl-
way track or a small article made out of
steel, and so on.

Following on from that, I come to the
definition “tertiary processing™. 'The point
I was trying to get across during my second
reading speech was that here again we
have allowed # range of choice which
does not seem to coniain a lot of logic.
The definition reads—

“tertiary processing” means the pro-
duction of pig iron by blast fur-
nace smelting-—

That 1s one i{tem. The definition con-
tinues—
—the production of steel by any
means whatsoever—
That could be direct reductlon through
an electric furnace or by taking plg iron
and converting it into steel. The defini-
tion continues—
—and the further processing of
isteel into special shapes and al-
o¥S;
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I am intrigued as to why these things
were Included in this way under the one
heading of “tertiary processing”. I think
we must assume that people, being normal
human beings, would select the commit-
ment of lowest value or lowest llability.
In that regard, one would select the pro-
duction of plg iron by blast furnace smelt-
ing because that would be the lowest form
of production.

I am still intrigued as to why the defini-
tion includes the further two items of much
more sophistication. There does not seem
to be any tie-up between those items and
the provisions In the agreement. At the
moment it is of no great consequence
because there is a long way to go, but a
moment of truth will come in the matter
when people are submitting proposals to
the Government, and I can foresee con-
siderable difficulty in respect of steel and
tertlary processing.

Mr. Taylor: Do you consider they are
in a sense contradictory?

8ir CHARLES COURT: They are. Take
the definition of steel. We go right from
raw steel in billets—with not even a re-
ference to steel blooms, slabs, and plates—
strajght into manufactured steel products.
They are not a family group of items
which are closely related at the one stage
of processing. Manufactured products are
entirely different from billets, blooms,
slabs, and plates.

Mr. May: Even allowing that there Is a
vast difference between the two, where do
you envisage the difficulty arising?

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 foresee great
difficulty when it comes to interpretation
because when the agreement |s belng Im-
plemented people will start to look at the
small print. Under the definition of “steel”
we could have the situation where the
company does not make steel at all, If I
were acting for the company and looking
at this in five years’ time—and we could be
dealing with different people at{ that time,
a new manager, a new secretary, and so
on—I could take up the plece of paper and
start reading it without today's back-
ground knowledge. In relation fo manu-
factured steel products, I could say, “We
will set up an Industry to make some pro-
ducts out of steel in Geraldton”, and
claim that is steel without actually mak-
ing steel. That could be done under this
definition.

I sugegest that between now and the
passage of the Bill in another place it
would be advisable for the Minister to
have a look at it. I am not raising this
matter by way of criflelsm. I hope the
Minister realises I am trying to be helpful.
However, the person who drafted the
definitions dtd not understand a great deal
about the steel industry. It is a complex
Industry. Some people may think billets
are semi-finished steel, whereas there may
be a dozen ranges of semi-finished steel
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as distinct from steel products. If the
Minister thinks we can be helpful, we are
prepared to confer on this issue before the
Bill goes to another place. I can visualise
problems for the company in Interpreting
this definitlon because I have tried to
relate the definltions of “sieel” and “ter-
tiary processing™ back to the hody of the
agreement but there seems to have been
some technical misunderstanding in the
agreement ftself In regard to steel tn-
dustry as it is practised.

Mr, Taylor: They are almost mutually
inclusive?

8ir CHARLES COURT: They appear to
be, and they appear to be contradictory In
some respects. I will make some further
comments later, if I may. The Minister
might want to comment at this point.

Mr, TAYLOR: The Leader of the Op-
position, of course, was quite right to men-
tion the Northern Mining Corporation N.L.
The future of the enterprise may not rest
with this particular eroup, and I am mind-
ful of this. The Leader of the Opposition
asked whether any late information was fo
hand. I am able to say that I received a
letter yesterday from the company dated
the 17th September. Without divuiging the
full contents of the letter, I can tell him
that the company notes the Opposition’s
support in the earlier Hansard report. The
letter says the company is to begin dis-
cussions In Europe aboutl the 24th of this
month. A representative will then go to
Japan, hopefully looking for long-term
contracts. The indication is if the com-
pany Is successful the representative will
return with co-venturers. I am sure, as Is
the Leader of the Opposition, that when
something more finite is determined—that
is, when partners are found, the amount
of avallable capltal is sorted out, and the
proposition itself is examined fully—it will
be necessary to draft a completely new
agreement. This will incorporate more
specific detalls to assist both the Gov-
ernment and the company concerned.

The Leader of the Opposition is agaln
quite correct in regard to the port site. It
is to be within the Shires of Chapman
Valley and Greenough. This will allow
maximum latitude In the selection of the
port. I might add that the consensus of pre-
sent opinion appears to be that the port will
be within 10 miles to the north of Gerald-
ton. If this is so it 1s expected that most
of the port work force will be resident in
Geraldton or one of the nearby towns.

With reference to¢ the definitions of
“steel” and “tertlary processing”, this
matter was ralsed durlng the second read-
ing debate. I took it up with the officers
of the department who were partly res-
ponsible for the preparation of Lthe messure.
[ will quote thelr words, aithough unron
reading them I agree that the Leader of
the Opposition has a point that there ap-
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pears to be some conflict between the two.
The officers concemed made the follow-
ing comments—

The definition of steel to include the
words, “or manufactured steel pro-
ducts” has been stated in thls way so
that it 1s clear that there i5 no limi-
tatlon on the extent to which the
company can proceed.

One can perhaps follow that comment to 4
point. However, In relation to the defin-
itlon of “tertlary processing” the officers
said—
...“and further processing of steel
tnto special shapes and alloys” Indl-
cates that the company may, if it so
wishes, proceed to this stage of develop-
ment.
Thus, the intent in both these defi-
nitions was to broaden the scope of
activity.

These were the officlal reasons given by the
draftsmen of the actual clauses. However,
I will take the opportunity afforded me hy
the previous speaker and agaln investigate
the matter. Perhaps thls tlme I can in-
volve the Crown Law Department to see
whether we can tidy it up a little.

Sir CHARLES COURT: My next queries
relate to pages 14 and 17 which are co-
related., Paragraph (e) of clause 5 on page
14 has a marginal note “Reports”. The
other provislon to which I wish to refer is
subclause (3} on page 17. Once the agree-
ment is signed, the company has five years
to undertake the necessary preliminary
work. Members will note it is not a ques-
tlon of five years from the promulgation
of the Bill—it Is five yvears from the sign-
ing of the agreement. Clause b sets out the
rights of occupancy of mining areas, and
this 1s also covered In other clauses. Para-
graph (e) reads as follows—

(e} The Company shall during the term

of the rights of occupancy furnish to
both the Minister and the Minister for
Mines an annual repert on all opera-
tions carrled out in the mining areas
hy or on hehalf of the Company.

Clause 6 deals with investigations and stud-
fes, and subclause (3) reads as follows—
{3) The Company shall collaborate
with and keep the State fully informed
by quarterly reports as to the progress
and results of the Company's opera-
tions under subclauses (1) and (2) of
thls Clause. The Company shall as
and when the Minister may reasonably
require furnish the Minister with cop-
fes of all appropriate reports received
by it from consultants In connection
with the matters referred to In this
Clause and with copies of all relevant
findings made and reports prepared by
the Company.

This 1s the query I wish to ralse: Under the
provisions of paragraph (e) of clause 5 the
company must make g report. It also must
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make a report under the provisions of sub-
clause (3) of clause 8. Let us say that the
reports indicate to the Minister that in-
adequate work is being done, or the work
being done is of a nature which the Gov-
ernment and its advisers do not think Is
appropriate to achleve the desired result.
Can the Minister inform us what provision
exists for the Government to challenge the
company’s performance and, If necessary,
to take some action to make the company
either smarten itself up or to perform the
work in a more effective way? 1 know
this problem exists In most agreements, but
a provision i1s usually included to give the
Government some rights when a company
is not performing consistently.

I cannot find any provision in the Bill or
in the agreement which says that the
company must spend a certain amount of
money in a certaln time on its exploration
programme. Commitments to do certain
work are spelt out, but I do not believe they
are measured in terms of money or other
performance.

I will consolidate my question In regard
to the reports. In the first case the com-
pany must report to the Minister for Mines
and the Minister administering the Bill,
In the second case the company must report,
only to the Minister administertng the Bill.
What redress is there if the Ministers con-
cerned are not satisfied with the reports?

Mr. TAYLOR: 1 take the point made by
the Leader of the Opposition. First of all,
clause 5 (e) requires reports in connection
with the rights of occupancy of mining
areas. Clause 6 (3) primartly refers to the
planning for the operation of the port
and the rall route. However, that is not
the question. The question is what right
has the Government {f the company falls
behind In its obligations?

The Leader of the Opposition said he
was unable to find any provision in the
agreement which would permit the Gov-
ernment to take some action against the
company. I may show my ighorance here,
but my recollection Is to the contrary. I
believe that the Bill contains a provision
whereby the Government may, in default,
penalise the company, although not neces-
sarily in a monetary sense.

Sir Charles Court: I believe you have re-
dress if the company does not make the
reports, but if it makes the reports and
they are unsatisfactory, I cannot see what
the Government can do about it for five
Years.

Mr. TAYLOR: I think the Leader of the
Opposition has a point, The company has
five years to get to this particular stage
before any of the penal provisions would
apply. However, I will have to examine
this a little more closely before the third
reading stage.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Clause 20 of the
schedule, on page 32, deals with railways.

{ASSEMELY.]

This is the clause under which the com-
pany shall submit to the Minister for ap-
proval the proposed route of the railway.
The member for Murchison-Eyre and my-
self have raised the query about the route
of the railway. No plan has been tabled,
and this is understood because at this stage
the route has not been defined, Has the
Minister any information he can make
available, particularly in view of the quer-
ies being received by the member for Mur-
chison-Eyre and myself, which would give
some indication of the proposed route?

I also appreciate that when one looks at
plan “A" one finds there is quite a large
distance between Robinson Range, Mit.
Gould, and the Weld Range; and presum-
ably these would have to be linked by
either & road transport operation to a
main line, or by branch lnes to the de-
postts. Is the Minister able to give an
indication of the route without committing
the Government to the final route, because
I presume eventually the matter concern-
ing the route will be brought back to Par-
llament?

Mr. TAYLOR: I am unable to give any
indication whatsoever of the appropriate
route. This matter was discussed with the
officers a day or so ago, but there has been
no indication other then a schematic pre-
sentation which the department attempted
as o general exercise on a map.

Mr, O'Connor: Is that the plan prepared
some years back?

Mr, TAYLOR: It may well be. It is a
plan I sighted within the department
but I have been informed it 1s strictly only
a projection made by an engineer looking
at 2 map and attempting to draw Iines
upon it. Certainly there is nothing to
indicate the final route from the com-
pany's point of view.

Sir CHARLES COURT: My next query
is the question of whether any change has
occurred in the thinking of the Govern-
ment since the Rill was introduced re-
garding the operation of the existing line.
From what the Minister sald earller, I
gather the intention is that the exlsting
line will be retained and will continue in
operation.

Mr. TAYLOR: There will be no change
at all. The existing railway will remain
in operation as at present.

Sir CHARLES COURT: My last query
is in regard to clause 35 on pages 55 and
56. The clause refers to en integrated
iron and steel industry, a propusal for
which the company will submit 1o the
Government. ‘Ihis relates to a query I
raised during the second reading debate
and to which the Minister replied in part.
At that time I asked why the figure of
250 000 tonnes had been selected, because
such a plant would be uneconomic by
present standards. There must be a reason
why the company and the Government
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have inserted that flgure, particularly
when we bear In mind that all of the
parties would know that 250 000 tonnes
would be an unecomomic proposition. T
know it is a minimum figure, but there
are circumstances in which one would
undertake an uneconemic operation to
avoid a larger commitment. I am in-
trigued about the reason for the selection

of the figure because, In colloguial
language, it is ‘neither Arthur nor
Martha”. It is not normal to select a

minimum figure which one would regard
as uneconomic as the base point,

I do not guestion the last part of sub-
clause (1} on page 56 which says, ‘“or
for joining with an existing or proposed
iron and steel making venture . . .” he-
cause I subscribe to that; and the Minis-
ter will find that most projects in our north
will eventually meet their commitments
through a joining together of companies
so that they may operate at the required
economies of scale.

Mr. TAYLOR: I must ask the Leader
of the Opposition to wait until the third
reading for an answer to his query. I
understand from discussions with officers
—and the Leader of the Opposition made
this point during the second reading de-
bate—in regard to the 125 000 tonnes that
there was no question of its being “neither
Arthur nor Martha'; it was one or the
other; it was considered to be a minimum
viable figure. Not being an expert in these
matters I took the figures as being an
expression of the minimum amount which
would be economical. However, I will cer-
tainly check the point as to whether the
figure ls economical.

As the Leader of the Opposition pointed
out, it may be that in some joint venture
with a group of companies operaiing a
mill for mutual benefit the company it-
self, by putting up a proportion of the
capital, may be able {o produce that
amount as its share of a year's production.
That is, a vear's production will be the
larger amount, but the company will meet
its obligations by producing that quantity
under its own name. If that is the case
I think it should be spelt out more clearly
than it is; but I put that forward oniy
as a possibility. I will check to find out
why on the one hand I am told that it
is an economical proposition, and on the
other hand I am told in this place that
it is uneconomical.

Mr. MAY: The Leader of the Oppaosi-
tion mentioned the occupancy rights and
the action the Govermment may take if
the company does not adhere to the con-
ditions in the terms of the rights of occu-
pancy. If he refers to pages 14 and 15
he will find that while it is stated on
page 14 that the company shall, during
the term of the rights of cccupancy, fur-
nish to both the Minister and the Minister
for Mines an annual report on all opera-
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tions carried out in the mining areas by
or on behalf of the company, at the top
of page 15 it is stated that the rights
of occupancy shall forthwith cease and
determine on the happening of certain
events. One of the events is—

. . upon the Company making de-
fa.ult in the due performance or ob-
servance of any of the other of the
terms and conditions upon and subject
to which the rights of occcupancy were
granted and failing to comply with a
notice from the State speeifying such
default and calllng upon the Com-
pany to remedy the same within a
period of fourteen days of the service
of such notice.

I wonder whether that is the situation
about which the Leader of the Opposition
inquired. It seems fto cover the position
that if the company does not adhere to
the rights of occupancy the Government
has the power to bring the company to
order.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The point made
by the Minister for Mines only bpartly
meets the situation. I have read clause 5,
and I realise that it gives the Government
the right of cancellation; but it refers
specifically only to such things as non-
payment of rental fees and the fajlure to
lodge a report. If the company does not
lodge a report the Minister may cancel the
rights of occupancy.

Mr. May: It says “due performance of
the rights of occupancy”.

Sir CHARLES CQOURT: Yes, but the
rights are set out in this clause, and not
in a mining lease.

Mr. May: Yes, but all the conditions are
snelt out In the rights of occupancy, and
those rights must be complied with under
this clause.

Sir CHARLES COURT: That is the
point I am making. I am seeking infor-
mation as to whether a temporary reserve
will be issued under section 276 of the
Mining Act. If it spells out that the com-
pany will do so much drilling and so much
geological and metallurgical testing, etc..
it i1s a different matter because the com-
pany will be covered by those provisions.

Mr. May: Each of the temporary reserves
that we mentioned earlier is covered by
rights of occupancy. We hold those
rights and the conditions are spelt out.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the Minister
can assure me that the temporary reserves
will have the rights of occupancy spelt out
regarding the amount of geolegical and
survey work, ete., the company must do,
that wiil be all right so far as the mining
area is concerned; and it confines my
query to the other point I raised regarding
the other work the company must do, such
as civll engineering, transport, market,
and finance studies.
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Mr. May: I will check on that for you.

Sir CHARLES COQURT: If the company
is not going to meet these requirements,
provided it makes a quarterly report 1t
would appear the Minister has no redress.
It may send a report to him stating, “We
are having a good time in Tokyo chasing
finance and markets” and that would con-
form to the agreement.

Mr. May: I will make a check on that
for you.

Schedule put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report

Bill reported, without amendment, and
the report adopted.

STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

b Debate resumed from the 13th Septem-
er,

MR. NALDER (Katanning) (9.32 p.m.]:
I see no reason to delay the House in
speaking at lengih on this measure, As
the Minister said the other evening, the
State Electricity Commission Act has to
be brought up to date and therefore I
agree entirely with the proposals contained
in the Bill. I think it is accepted by all
members that from time to time legisla-
tion has to be amended in order to make
the Act conform with present-day condi-
tions, and this Is the purpose of this
amendment.

Those who introduced the original
legislation did so during times and under
conditions that were entirely different
from those existing at present. There is no
doubt that remuneration rates are increas-
ing rapidly at the moment. Rates of pay
which appeared to be reasonable only a
short time ago are now found to be inade-
quate to meet existing conditions.

Therefore it has been found necessary,
under the provisions of this measure, to
inerease the remuneration pald toc the
chairman and the other commissioners of
the State Electricity Commission. How-
ever 1 am not certain whether it would not
he better to have the time factor removed
from the legislation., I think it will be
found that currently we are moving at such
a pace it will be necessary to introduce
an amending Bill such as this more fre-
quently than has been done in the past.
Therefore the time factor should not be
included in the legislation. It should be
left to the Minister who is in office from
time to time to make the necessary ad-
justments to the remuneration paid to the
commissioners of the State Electricity
Commission as he deems fit. I merely put
that suggestion forward for consideration.

Mr. May: The idea behind this amend-
Ing Bill is for a review to be made from
time to time.

(ASSEMBELY.]

Mr, NALDER: Perhaps I misunderstood
the Minister when he introduced the se-
cond reading of the Bill. If what the Min-
ister says is correct, the time limit in the
exlsting legislation will no longer apply.

Section 22 of the prineipal Aet, which
this Bill also seeks to amend, provides that
any contract in excess of $10,000 must be
approved by the Governor. The intention
of the Bill is to increase that figure to
$30,000. If this further suggestion is not
valid the Minister may correct me, but I
believe the same principle could apply in
regard to this provision. We will find that
the value of money will deteriorate rapidly
as the years go by. Therefore it 15 neces-
sary, in view of these circumstances, for
the Minister or Executive Council to have
power to vary this amount from time to
time as is deemed necessary., Can the
Minister tell me whether it would he neces-
sary to bring legislation similar to this to
the House at some later stage to increase
the amount that is now sought in the
Bilt?

Mr, May: This is the first time we have
brought forward a measure to increase the
amount provided in the original Act which
was enacted in 1945.

Mr. NALDER: I agree that the amount
laid down in the principal Act has applied
for that period of time, but in view of the
existing cirecumstances it may be found
necessary to bring further legislation
before the House to allow the fisure men-
tioned in the Bill t0 be increased again,
and I eannot see why the amount cannot
be Increased by Executive Council when
considered necessary.

I agree in the main that any measure
which seeks to amend our existing
Statutes should be brought before the
House, but I do not agree entirely with
this principle in this Act. Once a principle
has been established in legislation such as
this, any alteration should be carried out
by the Executive Council which comprises
a group of responsible people who are well
acquainted with the facts surrounding
such a move,

Apparently, when the Ilegislation was
initiated. the legislators of the day felt that
at that stage It was only right and proper
that where public funds were to be spent,
only Parliament should have the authorlty
and the right to amend the legislation.
However, in this case, I can see no reason
why such an increase in the amount of a
contract entered into by the commission
should not be approved by the Executive
Couneil. I merely put that forward as a
suggestion.

It is not as though such a move would
be performed in secret, As the Minister
wlll agree. documents in regard to such
an action would be tabled in the House
making it possible for any member to
debate such action If he considered it war-
ranted. I think the Bill is a sensible
approach to present-day condltions and X
support the second reading.
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MR. THOMPSON (Darling Range) [8.39
p.m.l: I rise to indicate the support of
members of the Liberal Party for this Bill,
and I will make one or two comments in
regard to {t. The first amendment seeks
to provide for more frequent reviews of the
remuneration paid to the chairman and
other commissioners of the State Elec-
tricity Commission. To put the amend-
ment proposed into effect makes common
sense to me.

I know, as a result of questions I have
asked the Minister, that an increase has
been made in the salaries patd to the com-
missioners, but not under the provisions of
the Act. The increase has been effected by
granting an allowance to the commissloners
because that was the only way the difficuity
could be overcome. The Treasurer increased
the remuneration paid to the chairman of
the commission by $500 in 1972, or rather I
should say he tried to increase the remu-
neration but, because of the relevant sec-
tion in the Act, he was unable to do so.
Therefore, to overcome the difficulty an al-
lowance was paid to the chairman and to
the other commissioners,

It is common sense to do this in the way
proposed in the Bill, The State Electricity
commissioners do a wonderful job. The
commissioners are responsible for a multi-
million dollar enterprise which employs
some 4,500 persons. Its assets total about
$320,000,000, and its turnover is about
$100,000,000 per year. This is big business.
When one looks at the amount of money
that is paid in remuneration to the com-
missioners, I suggest that the people of
Western Australia are getting directorship
of a huge enterprise on the cheap.

Mr, May: Especiglly in view of the long
distances which some members have to
travel.

Mr. THOMPSON: That is so.

Mr. Gayfer: The directors of some other
enterprises provide their services just as
cheaply.

Mr. THOMPSON: I am sure the Chair-
man of Co-operative Bulk Handling is
justified in meaking a comment like that.
For the responsibilities which they ecarry,
the members of the State Electricity Com-
mission do not receive very much for their
services. In recent days in particular, with
the great growth in the activities of the
State, there has been a greater call on
members of the commission,

The second amendment contained in the
Bill proposes to increase the maximum
amount from $10,000 to $30,00¢0 which can
be expended by the State Electricity Com-
mission without the need to obtaln the
approval of the Governor: and this involves
contracts with a performance period of
three years. The limit of $10,000 was set
in 1945, and I am surprised that it has not
been increased since that time, because in
1945 $10,000 would have hought a great deal
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of electrical equipment whereas In these
days that amount would not be sufficient
to purchase s set of brushes.

The load growth of the S.EC. is in-
creasing at a compounding rate of 10 per
cent, per annum, and doubles akout every
74 years. This involves a great deal of
expenditure, and it is feasible that many
contracts up to $30,000 will be let, so it
makes sense to adjust the existing limit.

The S.E.C. is not only involved in the
supply of electricity to consumers con-
nected to the grid system, but also in some
of the local authority electricity supply
systems throughout the State. By virtue
of the Act, the SE.C. is the potential
owner of every public generation station in
Western Australia, and for that reascn the
commissioners have to take into account
the equipment that 1s installed in those
centres, and also to keep an eye on the
type of distribution systems adopted, so
that one day when the grid extends to the
points not now served by it the commission
will he able to link the smaller systems
with the large ones. It will therefore be
seen that the S.E.C. does more than supply
electricity in the metropolitan area.

In an article by Don Smith dealing with
the 500th meeting of the State Electricity
Commission, which appeared in The West
Australian of the 31st August, the follow-
comment is made—

With peak loads rising dramatically
gach year, the commission is con-
stantly faced with one of the biggest
problems of a power supplier—unlike
water, electricity cannot be stored.

That is fairly correct, although it is pos-
sible to store energy. That is what has
been proposed by the Government and the
8.E.C. in the research on the hydro-electric
generating scheme to be established in the
Darling Range.

I am interested in this project. because
I helieve it is one way of reaping the
maximum benefit from the capital that is
tied up with generating stations. With
conventional stations it 1s necessary to
provide a great deal of capacity, a lot of
which lies idle most of the time. It is
needed in peak periods only.

Under the scheme bproposed by the
SE.C. the energy can be stored in the
form of water being pumped by electricity,
produced at the off peak load periods, to
a high storage level. Then when the peak
load is drawn from the system the water
can be released from the high level stor-
age through generators, and so produce
electricity. By this means there will be a
reduction in the capital that is tled up In
generation equipment.

In his contribution to the debate the
member for Katanning suggested no limit
ought to be set on contracts that may be
gpproved by the commission. As the Act
has proved to be quite satisfactory up to
now, and as this Is the first amendment
to the section In the Aect relating to the



3400

limit since 1945, I cannot see any great
need to delete the provision altogether.
It is true that with inflation and with the
increase in the activities of the S.E.C., the
length of time between now and when the
limit has to be adjusted again would be
much shorter. However, no problem Is
created, and the provision in the Act does
not prevent the commission from operat-
ing. Al it has to do is to obtain approval
of the Government to put a scheme into
effect. Although this does tie the Govern-
ment to some extent, it does not inhibit
the commlission in the performance of its
duties.

One of the projects for which I am sure
approval had to be obtained was the con-
tract for the power line to which I have
made many references in the past. I have
watched with interest the development
that has been going on, particularly on the
section of the line where clearing of land
has been carried out on the eastern side
of the Kalamunda area. I am very
pleased, indeed, with the way in which the
commission is eoing about 1ts task of
clearing. So far it appears to have car-
ried this out in a sensible manner.

As a matter of fact, in the sectlon of this
power line which wlll cross Plesse Brook
in the Bickley Valley it is not possible to
detect where the clearing starts. The com-
mission has left a belt of trees hetween the
clearing and the scenic part of Bickley Val-
ley. I hope the towers will be so placed
that the trees will hide the bulk of them
and it will not be possible to see the scar
that otherwise would be visible.

With those remarks I support the Bill

MR. MAY (Clontarf—Minister for Elec-
tricity) [9.49 pm.]: I would like to thank
the member for Katanning and the mem-
ber for Darling Range for their participa-
tion in the debate on this measure. They
have both indlcated it is only a small
measure. It is the desire of the S.E.C. to
tidy up the Act from time to time to en-
sure that no substantial amendments need
be made. This is a good move to keep the
tegislation up to date.

The fact is that 1945 was the last occa-
slon when the limit in contracts was set;
the amount In those days was £5,000.
When the amendment was submitted to me
the commlisslon suggested an increase from
the £5,000 or $10,000 to $20,000. It was the
view of Cabinet that this was not a very
great increase in view of the turnover of
the commisston.

In its wisdom it has decided to Increase
the amount to $30,000 in this instance. I
can recall that the Governor often indi-
cated to me the amount of paper work
which was coming forward, which he felt
should not be necessary. He considered
that the matter should be dealt with by
gither the commission or myself.

In effect, this s an upgrading of the
amouni, although it could he even larger.
I heard on the news tonight that the Vic-

[ASSEMBLY.)

torfan Governtnent has approved the erec-
tion of a $180,000,000-0dd new power house
In Victorla. Uniil that announcement we
had been dealing with amounts as great as
those dealt with by the Vietorlan Govern-
ment, and I can envisage that shortly we
may have to look at this aspect, especially
with the extenslon of the power houses In
the north and the possible integration of
the other systems already operating within
Western Australia.

As membhers are probably aware, the
companies operating in the Pllbara area
generate a third of the State’s power. so
ultimately the whole grid system could
come Into being and the commission will be
involved in it.

The member for Darling Range referred
to a hydro-electric scheme. This Is a mat-
ter to which we have heen giving quite a
deal of consideration and it is fortuitous
that we have the Fuel and Power Commis-
sion because it and the State Electricity
Commission are working very closely
together on this scheme; and at some
future date we may be able to let the House
know more about it.

Ever since the power line situation came
to my notice I have insisted on a fort-
nightly report from the commission to ad-
vise me concerning the progress being
made; that 15, how many foundatlons have
been completed, how many towers have
been bullt, where they are being construc-
ed, and also the position regarding clearing.
I thank the honourable member for his
comments concerning what the commission
1s doing In this regard. AH in all, it is a
concern which deals with a turnover of
$90.000.000_ to $100,000,000 annually and
li;het commission is endeavouring to do fts

est.

The Bill contains several provisions
which will be beneficial and will upgrade
the Act. If any need arises to further
amend the amount invelved I am sure that,
in view of the reception this Bill has re-
ceived tonight, no opposition will be voiced
to such amendment. I commend the Bill
to the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read & second time.

In Commitiee, efe.
Bill passed through Committee withous
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

FIREARMS BILL
Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 15th August.

MR. W. G. YOUNG (Roe) {9.55 p.m.1:
I rise to indicate my general support of the
Bill introduced by the Minister for Hous-
ing here and by the Minister for Police
in another place. I agree with the Min-
ister’s introductory remarks because it is
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necessary to rewrite the legislation. Many
amendments have been made over the years
and this revision is very much overdue.

The BRBill is being considered with a
certain amount of urgency because the
life of the present Parliament is rather
short now and if the legislation were
delayed any longer it could not be dealt
with before the end of the year and then
it would have to be considered by the new
Parliament.

I was interested in an article in The
West Australian of the 22nd August in
which it was reported that Professor
Richard Harding of the Law Facuity of the
University of Western Australia and a c¢on-
researcher were being commissioned by the
Criminology Research Council to do an
Australia-wide survey into the ownership
and availability of firearms. The article
states—

Professor Haiding and Professor
Gordon Hawkins, of the Sydney Uni-
versity, will survey 62,000 people
throughout Australia. About 10,000
questionnaires will be used in W.A.

Professor Harding told the councll
that accurate figures of gun ownership
in Australla, were necessary if new
legislation to control firearms was to
be introduced.

My reason for referring to the survey is
that we have before us a Bill to enact legls-
lation to Incorporate the many amendments
which have been made over the years. We
will be starting with a clean sheet and vet
as a result of a survey which will be ¢com-
pleted in the near future, we may find that
amendments will be required to our brand
new Act. However, as the survey will not
be completed until late in December it is
probably wise for ug to proceed with this
measure and complete it during the life of
this Parliament, because if we were to wailt
until December a new Parliament would
have to deal with the matter.

I hope the Minister will make some in-
quiries to ascertain how the survey is
progressing and, if any report is avail-
able, even at this late stage, we may be
able to incorporate in our legislation some
of the recommendations it may contain,

In his introductory remarks the Min-
ister indicated that the safeguards which
have been written into the Act over many
years have not been affected in any way by
this Bill and that we will still have com-
plete control and authority over the is-
suance of firearm licenses.

At this point I would like to commend
the Police Firearms Branch which conducts
numerous lectures to enable some peogple
in the community—a small number I ad-
mit—to gain a knowledge of the handling
of firearms. Too many individuals have
only a limited knowledge of the handling
and safety devices of modern firearms and
every so offten we read that someone has
been killed or maimed because of a lack

{118)

3401

of knowledge of flrearms generally. I
do commend the branch for its efforts to
instil in people a certain amount of
expertise in the handling of guns.

Of course, whenever there is an accident
and somebody is injured the gun is always
unloaded! It is always the unloaded gun
which causes the accident, and if a little
extra knowledge can be passed on to people
who handle guns it will be of some hene-
fit to them. Even people with great
expertise in the handling of weapons make
mistakes.

The Minister referred to the case of a
high-powered weapon being fired in South
Perth and killing a person who was in
Leederville. I can relate another case
which occurred during my sojoutrn in the
Air Force. An expert was explain-
ing the mechanism of a Browning gun to
a class of trainees. After he had explained
the very sophisticated mechanism of the
weapon he said, '“You put this dummy
cartridge in the breech, move this part
back, and if this bullet were alive—" and
the bullet was alive. It went straight
down the passage between the group of
trainees who were sitting in the classroom.
That case involved a man who was an
expert in the handling of flrearms. The
round with which he was demonstrating
had been painted as a dummy but it was
not, in fact, a dummy. I repeat: Any
knowledge which can be passed on to the
general public regarding the handling of
firearms is of vital importance.

The definition of “firearm” will not be
altered to any great degree and will be suf-
ficient to cover all lethal weapons which
are capable of projecting a liquid or a
missile. Even a water pisfol will be able
o be covered, and I think the more cover
we provide the better it will be for every-
body.

The Minister intends to move an amend-
ment to cover weapons which some people
desire to keep In order to set up a museum
of thelr own. The Minister stated that
this s, virtually, a Commliitee Bill but I
would like to refer briefly to somne of the
clauses hefore we go into Commitiee.

Clause 6 is the dragnet clause, and em-
braces every type of weapon. It Is inter-
esting to note that the Commissioner of
Police will have power to recommend to
the Governor that all the technlcal details
of & weapon will be explained before it is
agreed that it shall be lcensed, or not
Heensed.

Paragraph (1) of clause 8 causes me some
concern. A primary producer who has a
gun license will be empowered to allow his
employee to use weapons owned by the
primary producer on his property. I con-
sider that perhaps some greater control
should be exercised in this regard. I have
had fairly wide experience with these night-
time expeditfons which seem to be organ-
ised every now and then on farming pro-
perties when a group of young people pet
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together. An employee will be able to go
along to his boss and request the loan of a
gun so that he can go fox shooting or rab-
bit shooting with a group of young people.

Some of the modern weapons, such as
automatic shotguns and high-velocity rifles,
are dangerous and they have to be handled
with a falr degree of care by the person
operating them. This Is a matter which
has always worrled me, particularly as I
am the father of two hoys who engage in
this type of occupation. An employer need
not necessarily have any great knowledge
of the backeround of his employee, but we
will thrust upon the employer the respon-
sibility to gauge the abllity of the employee
to handle an automatic shotgun or a high-
velocity rifle. It is not fair that this
responsibility should be thrust upon the
employer. I consider that every person
who s to handle a weapon should, in
fact, be the holder of a license, He should
have to front up to the licensing authority
and pass the necessary test to show that
he has a degree of responsibility, and also
show that he does know how to handle the

type of weapon for which he will be lic-
ensed.

An employee who has a llcense for a
.22 rifle should not be able to go to his
employer, when a group of youngsiers are
golng on a shooting party, and borrow an
automatic shoteun. How many times do
we read about people shooting rabbits and
foxes from the back of a utility, and of
somebody accidentally being shot? Many
of those accidents are due to inexperience
in the handling of firearms. I hope the
Minister will have another look at the pro-
visions of clause 8. Perhaps we might get
together so that I can suggest some amend-
ments to tighten this particular provision to
provide that a person who wishes to en-
gage in shooting does, In fact, become the
holder of a license to handle the weapon
he will use. The placing of the responsi-
bility for elther allowing or refusing an
employee the use of a weapon could create
some Iriction.

Clause 15 of the Bill has been included
at the request of those people who have
collections of antique firearms. It has long
been recognised that people do have weap-
ons of sentimental value which are not
dangerous. However, those weapons have
had to be lodzed at police statlons and a
permit obtained to get them out. The pro-
posed amendment put forward by the Min-
ister relates to this matter and provision
will be made for antique weapons of special
sentimental value to be kept in the homes
of the owners.

Clause 17 specifically refers to hunting
trios In the north of the State—or safari
trips—and concerns the Fitzroy River area
and Camballin in particular. I wonder
whether this provision will set a precedent
and we will find that everybody whe is con-
ducting a ghost-town safari to the eastern
goldfields or the Murchison will decide that

[ASSEMBLY.)

he will eall his trip a safari and make a re-
quest to the Minister for a special lcense
to carry firearms. I am aware that the
Minister said restrictions wlll be placed on
the applications for such lcenses but 1t
will be difficult to refuse such applications
if the lcenses required are for specific
areas, Any person will be able to front up
to the licensing authority and tell a similar
story, but because his safarl will be going
to a different area to shoot a different
specles his application will be refused. I
think it would he reasonable for the Min-
ister to have another look at this provision.
I appreciate the sltuation but it seems
rather hard to refuse such a license when
safarls will be operating in our north.

I think a further provision should be
written into the Bill so that the position
does not escalate and people will not be
able to take guns on hunting trips and
shoot willy nilly at almost anything. I am
sure that any member who drives along
our country roads will realise the most
commeon targets are the speed signs and
town signs. I am concerned that this pro-
vision will allow a widening of the regula-
tions so that persons travelling in a group
can call themselves a safari and apply to
the Minister for a permit to take guns with
them.

I think gun clubs, collectors, and sport-
ing shooters should be reasonably satis-
fied with this new legislation. Primary
producers will in no way be inconveni-
enced in their efforts to control vermin on
their properties.

‘With the reservations I expressed earlier,
I support the measure. I hope the Min-
ister will make a request for some of the
information which the survey is gathering
to be made available to him. I hope he
will have due regard for any amendments
which are possibly being considered as a
result of the survey. It would be a pity
to be forced to amend a new measure
almost immediately. With those remarks,
I indicate my support for the measure.

MR, BICKERTON (Pilbara—Minister
for Housing) (10,11 pm.]l: I think the
member for Roe has been kind to me in
regard to this Bill I studied it
thoroughly when it came to this House
mainly because I have always been a little
anti-firearms. I consider there sre far
too many of them around, Even now it is
much too easy to obtain a license, I can
see the purpose and the necessity for
certain people owning and using firearms,
Without being one who is a complete
pacifist T hope the day will come when it
is not necessary for people to carry fire-
arms.

Mr, Grayden: It is a method of self
defence in the remote areas of Western
Australia.

Mr. BICKERTON: I do not think & fire-
arm can be classified as a weapon of self
defence.
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Mr. Grayden: What happens if a pros-
pector is waylaid by half a dozen pecple?

Mr. BICKERTON: What happens?

Mr. Grayden: He must have a firearm
or perhaps lose his life.

Mr., BICKERTON: I would prefer to
see us short of one or two prospectors than
to have unlimited access to firearms.

Mr. O’Connor: You cannot be serious,

Mr. Grayden: Not only prospectors need
them in the Kimberley,

Mr, BICKERTON: The situation in
America today is one which that country
has largely brought upon itself through
this argument of self defence.

Mr. Grayden: Tell that to housewives in
remote areas when a murderer is roaming
around.

Mr. BICKERTCN: When did they ever
have to use a firearm in the remote areas
of Western Australia?

8Sir Charles Court: There have been
many situations where a woman on a farm
has been saved by a firearm.

Mr. BICKERTON: The measure under
discussion goes a long way towards tidy-
ing up the situation so far as firearms are
concerned, but I still look forward to the
day when it is not necessary for people to
own flrearms. Apart from what the mem-
ber for South Perth has said, perhaps I am
an optimist. For years I have been amazed
at the number of people who derive
pleasure from shooting at road signs or at
any type of wildlife.

Mr. Grayden: We all agree with that.

Mr, BICKERTON: I even recall looking
into a car owned by a member of Parlia-
ment; it happened to be in the car park
one evening. What did I see there?—a
rifle! I repeat that the measure does go
some way towards tidying up matters in
respect of fireayrms.

Mr., Coyne: Was the rifle in the car
Joaded?

Mr. BICKERTON: The member for Roe
has said that he wishes to discuss some
aspects of the Bill in the Committee stage.
It would be better for me to deel Indi-
vidually with the matters he raises in Com-
mittee. The measure had & fairly pleasant
passage through another place. I do not
think I should delay the House by going
any further, but I will deal with any mat-
ters which the honourable member may
raise in the Committee stage.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commniitlee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees
{Mr. Brown) {n the Chair; Mr. Bickerton
(Bglinister for Housing) in charge of the
Biil,
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Clauses 1 to 3 put and passed.
Clause 4: Interpretation—

Mr. BICKERTON: There is an amend-
ment to this clause, in my hame, on the
notice paper. I move an amendment—

Page 2, line 16—Insert immediately
after the word “firearm” the words
“but does not include ammunition
rendered inoperative for the purpose
of a Collectors item”,

Amendment put and passed,
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 5 to T put and passed.

Clause 8: Exemptions from licensing re-
quirements—

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: For the reasons I
stated earlier I ask the Minister whether
he would be prepared to leok agsin at
clause 8 (1) (1) The paragraph reads—

(I) No licence under this Act is re-
quired—

(i) by an employee of a primary
producer who, with the per-
mission of his employer, has
in his possession in any place
for the purpose of destroying
vermin on any land used by
the employer for the purposes
of primary production a fire-
arm belonging to the employer,
or who uses that firearm for
that purpose on that land;

1 !Enaintain that this provision is far too
wide,

The primary producer in his own right
may hold a license for two or three wea-
pons—say, an automatic shotgun, an auto-
matie rifle, and a high-powered rifie—and,
with his permission, his employee can use
any of those weapons on the property
although he may have very little or no
training in the handling of them. He may
own a pea rifle and have a license to use
it but this provision pgives him permission
to use the more sophisticated weapons
without having a license,

Although I have not drafted an amend-
ment, I ask the Minister to look at this
provision to see whether it can be tight-
ened up so that it is restricted to the use
of a pea rifle or something like that; other-
wise the employee must have a license for
the weapon in his own right.

Mr. BICKERTON: I can see the point
made by the member for Roe. However,
as I have had no notice of an amend-
ment, it is difficult to deal with the matter
when handling a Bill for a Mintster in
another place.

When we compare the Bill which was
introduced in the Council and the Bill
which came here, it appears the original
Bill was amended. This clause in the
original Bill was in accordance with what
the honourable membher wants but the
Minister in another place must have
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agreed to an amendment, I will bring the
matter to the notice of the Minister con-
cerned with a view to considering an
amendment at the appropriate time. I
agree with what the honourable member
says.

Mr. COYNE: I think the clause is rea-
sonable as it applies to people in the pas-
toral areas, where a high-powered rifle
must be available at all times, If we
further restrict this provision, & pastora-
list would not be able to hand over a rifle
to an employee in the ordinary course of
his dutles. The pastoralist cannot be
everywhere aft once and at some time he
must rely upon another person to kill
animals or even vermin. I think the pro-
vision is reasonable and that we should
not make it unnecessarily restrictive.

Mr, W, G. YOUNG: I do not agree with
the previous speaker because, even in the
case of remote stations, there is a police
officer in the district who can issue a
license to an employee. I do not think it
would be asking too muech of an emplover
to require him to take the employee into
the town to have the police officer issue a
license. ‘The licensing authority would
then be able to ensure that the employee
had some expertlse in handling the
weapon.

I have employed a lot of labour on my
property, and one has no idea of the back-
ground of the employees or where they
have been. One man was sent to me from
an employment agency in Perth and after
he had been with me for a few weeks I
found he had spent several years in gaol.
I think there should be some check on the
use of this type of weapon by that type of
person.

Mr. COYNE: Surely a pastoralist or the
owner of a property would not be so ir-
responsible as to give a weapon to a person
he did not know or in whom he did not
have complete trust, The suggestion of
the member for Roe would mean that pas-
toralists on remote properties would not
he able to pass firearms on to employees.
I do not think the provision should he
made any more restrictive,

Mr. GRAYDEN: 1 agree with the mem-
ber for Murchison-Eyre. As regards
pastoral properties, we must take into con-
sideration that many of them employ a
large number of Aborigines. The same
applies to missions, ete. When a pastora-
list gives a weapon to an Aboriginal, he
gives him one cartridge so that he may go
out and shoot one kangaroo or something
of that kind. I imagine it would he a
hopeless situation if every employee had
to have a license. If we want that system
I think we should tear up the Bill and
adopt the Vietorlan legislation, under
which the individual is licensed, not the
weapon. Here we license the weapon. If
a pastoralist or farmer has a gun, he
should be able to pass it on to his employee.
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Mr. W. G. YOUNG: By way of a com-
promise, I ask the Minister to give con-
sideration to inserting in paragraph @)
the words “in the hours of daylight”. My
main objection is that when these weapons
are handed out the employees will go
rabbit or fox shooting in the middle of the
night. I would agree to the words “in the
hours of daylight” being written in.

Mr. COYNE: 1 do not agree to that. In
northern areas, one of the main reasons
for using a gun is to shoot dingoes. When
a dingo appears on the scene he must be
destroyed quickly, whatever the time of
day. I think even the words “in the
hours of daylight” would restrict the pro-
vision unnecessarily.

Mr. HARTREY: Could I suggesi a com-
promise to the two gentlemen who are
fiehting so hard for their respective views?
I suggest the paragraph could be amended
to provide that the weapon cannot be
supplied except in an emergency, the proof
of which shall lie upon any person
charged with an offence under the legis-
lation. In that case, if the gun is used to
shoot a dingo or a charging bullock, for
instance, it could be easily established
that it was an emergency. This would
settle the difference between the member
for Roe and the member for Murchison-
Eyre.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 9 to 14 put and passed.
Clause 15: Firearm Curios—

Mr, BICKERTON: I move an amend-
ment—

Papge 9, line 28—Insert after the
passage ‘“commercially;” the word
(lor‘ll.

Mr. RUSHTON: I wonder whether the
Minister will give us an explanation for
the amendment so that we are aware of
his intention.

Mr. BICKERTON: The honourable
member will see on the notice paper the
next amendment 1 propose to move. It
is for this reason that I wish to add the
word “or”, I undersiand the Minister in
another place gave a promise to someone
who was concerned about the definition of
“eurio’”. For this reason we seek to add
words which will permit a certain amount
of latitude to a person who wishes to keep
a firearm of sentimental value which
could not be considered a curio.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. BICKERTON: I move an amend-
ment—

Page 9, lines 29 to 39—Delete para-
graphs (¢) and (d) and substitute the
following—

{¢) any other firearm, including
any replica of a firearm of the
kind referred to in paragraph
() or paragraph (b) of this
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subsection, which c¢an be
shown to the Commissioner
to be a eollector’s item or of
especlal sentimental value to
the owner.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 16 to 18 put and passed.
Clause 19: Licensing offences—

Mr. GRAYDEN: I move an amend-
ment— :

Page 14, line 20—Insert after the

word “who” the word “knowingly”.

Stock flims in every country town
throughout the State, and sometimes there
are several of them in the one town, sell
ammunition to pastoralists, farmers, or
people passing through the town. Under
the provision in the Bill, if somebody dis-
plays a license for a firearm to the pro-
prietor of a shop which sells firearms and
ammunition, the person selllng the am-
munition could be found guilty of an of-
fence if the permit were not genuine.

Members will be aware that I also seek
to delete the word “knowingly” from line
21. In other words, I seek to put the onus
onto the purchaser rather than the
seller, Unless we do this, no employee of
a stock firm or shop handling firearms and
ammunition could afford to sell these
items to someone not known to him. If a
storekeeper does not know a person, he
will not know whether or not the license
he submits is genuine. The word “know-
ingly” is already contained in the clause,

Mr. Bickerton: I do not understand the
reason for your amendment.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I belleve to transpose
the word “knowingly” in this way will pro-
teet the business firms. 1 have received
representations from stock firms and
storekeepers who sell ammunition. This
point is of very real consequence to these
people,

Mr. BICKERTON: The member for
South Perth must put a different inter-
pretation on this subclause, I belleve the
present wording completely covers ihe
point raised by the honourable member,
¥ do not believe that the word “know-
ingly” after the word “who' would improve
the situation at all,

Mr. RUSHTON: The submission put
forward by the member for South Perth
is a mystic one. However, as the Minister
has already explained it will not matter
whether the word “knowingly' is in one
place or another, and as we have had a
very amicable discussion on what may
have been very contentlous legislation,
perhaps the Minister will agree to the
amendment. In another place I believe
the contentious clauses were sorted out.

Mr. Bickerton: It went off with a bang,
yes.
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Mr. RUSHTON: There is very little dis-
pute in regard to this measure. The
Minister acknowledges the amendment
will not disturb him because he claims the
result will be the same In either case. I
therefore ask him: Why not agree to 1t?

Mr. Bickerton: What 15 the point in al-
teru;go something to achieve the same
result?

Mr, RUSHTON: The Minister has con-
ceded that in his opinion the amendment
will not make any difference. However, as
this is a matter of great concern to many
peoble I think it would be a graclous ges-
ture on the part of the Minister to con-
cede the point and to allay thelr conecern.

Mr., HARTREY: I, too, ask the Minister
to concede the point because the amend-
ment makes a profound difference to the
meaning of the provision. I would like to
see the word “knowingly” also inserted
after the word “who” in the first line of
subclause (1), because there is a grave
danger that an innocent person could be
liable to a heavy penalty. I direct the
attention of members to the definition of
“possession” in the Bill. It is a wide de-
finition, and apart from physical posses-
sion it refers to a person having and
exercising access to a firearm in any place,
A mah could easily have or exercise access
to a firearm on a station or at a pistol club
without actually knowing that there were
firearms on the premises. This is the
widest definition of “possession” I have
ever seen. In common law *“possesslon”
means exclusive possession.

The Minister seems to think that the
position of the word “knowingly” in sub-
clause (2) (a) does not make any differ-
ence; but it certainly makes a difference
if it is placed after the word *who”;
because then it means that any person who
knowingly does any of the things men-
tioned commits an offence. As paragraph
(a) stands at the moment it does not
matter whether a person sells, delivers, or
disposes of a firearm; he will be rescued
from punishment if he does not know.
But if he knowingly permits a person to
take possession of a firearm, he will be
liable to punishment. It is fundamental
that we do not punish a man for committ-
ing an offence in circumstances in which
he does not even know it i1s an offence. I
do not mean that ignorance of the law 1s
an excuse; it never has heen, However,
ignorance of the facts is an excuse.

Section 23 of the Criminal Code says
that any person who, by an honest and
reasonable mistake, believes in the exist-
ence of a certain state of affairs, is no
more liable at law than if that was the
true state of affairs. This Bill will over-
ride the Criminal Code; and, of course,
Parliament can do that., T ask the Min-
ister to agree to Insert the word “know-
ingly” after the word “who” in the first
lines of subclauses (1), (2), and (3).
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The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr, Brown):
The member for South Perth will have to
seek leave to withdraw his amendment so
that we may go back to subclause (1).

Mr. GRAYDEN: I seek leave of the
Committee to withdraw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I move an amend-
ment—
Page 14, line 10—Insert after the
word “who” the word “knowingly”.

Mr. BICKERTON: I will not have a bar
of this. Surely to goodness the purpose of
the c¢lause is to prevent people from doing
things we do not want them to do. Does
the honourable member mean to tell me
that a person who possesses, sells, de-
livers, disposes of, or purchases or other-
wise acquires a firearm or ammunition
would not do so knowingly? The member
for South Perth is splitting straws when he
says Dalgetys and Elder Smith Golds-
brough Mort are upset. Does he mean to
tell me that they deal in firearms, but do
not know the law relating to firearms? I
do not agree to the amendment.

Mr. GRAYDEN: 1 have never heard
such rubbish. We have had representa-~
tions from numercus flrms dealing in
ammunition and firearms which have ob-
tained legal advice along the lines put
forward by the member for Boulder-
Dundas. Those firms are extremely con-
cerned about the clause because it will pre-
vent them from selling ammunition
throughout this vast State. Under the
clause as It stands we will have the posi-
tion of these firms being unable to take
the risk of selling ammunition in country
areas to people passing through a town,
even if they present their llcenses; because
if the licenses are not bona fide the person
selling the ammunition would be liable to
a penalty of $200 or imprisonment for six
months, or both.

Can members imagine an employee of
Elder Smith Goldsbrough Mort in Port
Hedland selling ammunition under these
circumstances to a person who presented a
license, unless the employee knew the per-
son? The employees could not afford to
do that, because they would finish up in
the Port Hedland gaol. This is a redicu-
lous proposition and it will completely in-
hibit the sale of ammunition throughout
the State. In those circumstances, if the
Minister is adamant notwithstanding the
advice of the member for Boulder-
Dundas, then I suggest that he report pro-
gress and refer the matter to the Crown
Law Department in order {o reassure
himself.

Mr. Hutchinson: It would be wise to
have the advice of the Attorney-General.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I think it would. I
cannot see the Attorney-General present
in the Chamber but without question I
feel sure he would support the view ex-
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pressed by the member for Boulder-Dun-
das. I am not blaming the Minister who
is handling the Bill, because he is only
handling it for a Minister in another place
and does not understand all the implica-
tions of this provision.

Mr. COYNE: I think the Minister
agreed initially that it would make no
difference whether or not the word
‘knowingly’’ was inserted when the mem-
ber for Boulder-Dundas pointed out the
fine distinction in n better way. Therefore
I think the Minister should agree to the
word “knowingly'’ being inserted after the
word “who”,

Mr. RUSHTON: I wonder whether the
Minister will agree to progress being re-
ported, as has been suggested to him, so
that he can have this provision clarified.
He himself has conceded that it did not
worry him very much to have the word
in question inserted in line 20, Possibly
this is not the hour for him to give us
some clear reasoning why he could
not agree to the proposed amendment.
It is not reasonable for it to be bulldozed
through now without having a clcar ex-
planation of his objection {o it.

Mr. May: You are running out of
ammunition.

Mr. BICKERTON: Dealing with sub-
clause (2) to which the member for South
Perth moved his amendment, it reads, “A
person who sells, delivers, disposes of . . .7
and then, leaving out the next part of the
subclause, it reads, “or from a person not
the holder of a licence or permit under
this Act entitling him to possession of it,
commits an offence”. What is wrong with
that? The word “knowingly’ in line 21
relates to permitting possession to be
taken of a firearm or ammunition. If a
person sells, delivers, or disposes of a
firearm or ammunition he commits an
offence. Surely that is the purpose of
the clause.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am sure the MAinister
has again missed the point. The point
I am trying to make is that at the moment
the clause reads, “A person who sells, de-
livers, disposes of . . . ”. Let us consider
those words for the moment. Immedi-
ately the owner of a store sells, delivers,
or disposes of a flrearm or ammunition he
would be guilty of committing an offence.
The second portion of the amendment
provides that he also commits an offence
if he knowingly purchases or acquires a
firearm or ammunition. The owner of
that store would already be guilty of an
offenice 1f he sells, delivers, or disposes of
g firearm or ammunition.

This is the reason that individuals who
handle ammunition and firearms through-
out the State are so upset, It will affect
all electorates and all members of Parlia-
ment., It will affect every person in West-
ern Australia who buys or sells ammuni-
tion. Every person who holds a gun license
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of any kind who attempts to buy ammu-
nition at a country store will be unable
to do so. In other words his gun license
will be useless to him.

Mr. Bickerton: A good idea.

Mr. GRAYDEN: If the Minister is of
that opinion he should consider abolizsh-
ing gun licenses, because such licenses
will be useless to the holders of them.
It is Imperative that the Committee pass
the amendment that I originslly moved.

Progress

Progress reported and leave given to sit
again, on motion by Mr. McIver.

House adjourned at 10.57 p.m.

fipgislative Amspmhly

Thursday, the 20th September, 1973

The SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) took the
Chair at 11.00 a.m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

On motion by Mr. T. D. Evans (At-
torney-General) leave of absence for six
weeks granted to Mr. Bryce (Ascot) on
the ground of urgent private business.

On motion by Mr. I. W, Manning, leave
of absence for one month granted to Sir
David Brand (Greenough) on the ground
of ill-health.

UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on maotion by Mr. T. D.
Evans (Minister Assisting the Treasurer),
and read a first time.

BILLS (2): THIRD READING

1. Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insurance
Surcharge) Act Amendment Bill,
Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr, J, T, Tonkin (Treasurer), and
transmitted to the Council.

2. State Electricity Commission Act
Amendment Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr. May (Minister for Electricity),
and transmitted to the Council.

FIREARMS BILL
In Commiltee

Resumed from the 19th September. The
Chairman of Committees (Mr. Bateman)
in the Chair; Mr. Bickerton (Minister for
Housing) In charge of the Bill.

3407

Clause 19: Lilcensing offences—

The CHATRMAN: Progress was reported
on the clause to which the member for
South Perth (Mr. Grayden) had moved the
following amendment—

Page 14, line 10—Insert after the
word “who” the word “knowingly”.

Sir CHARLES COURT: In view of the
situation under our Standing Orders in
respect of the member for South Perth
being unable to speak again to the amend-
ment and, in view of the circumstances
under which progress was reported last
evening, I rise to ask the Minister
whether he has given further consideration
to this matter,

Last night he was exiremely emphatic
that he would not agree to the proposition
put forward by the member for South
Perth even though one of his own col-
leagues was strongly in favour of it. Now
that the Minister has had a chance to
confer with Crown Law he may have
changed his mind. Alternatively, he may
have conferred with the Attorney-
General and achieved the same result.

Would the Minister be good encugh to
advise the Committee what his opinion is
this morning before we go to a vote on the
inclusion of the word “knowingly” as is
proposed?

Mr. BICKERTON: I have not changed
my mind since last night. The advice
I have had is that the clause should re-
main as it is. There is a purpoese for this.

Mr. O'Connor: Who gave the advice?

Mr. BICKERTON: I looked at the
clause myself. I cannot see any good
reason for changing my mind.

Mr. COYNE: I think the Minister is
being rather stubborn. The member for
Boulder-Dundas indicated guite clearly
what the difference would be with the in-
clusion of the word "knowingly” in the
clause immediately after the word “who”.
The clause would then read, in part—

Any person who knowingly pos-
sesses, sells, dellvers or disposes of, or
purchases or otherwise acquires any
firearm, or ammunition . .

To have the word 'sells” covered by the
word “knowingly” is excellent reasoning
which must be obvious to all,

The member for Boulder-Dundas pointed
out quite clearly—and it must be obvious
to the Minister—that the inclusion of the
word “knowingly” would make the im-
plications of the provision greater. I think
the Minister should change his mirnd and
agree to the amendment.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I thought the member
for South Perth made out a very good
case last night. He was supported by the
member for Boulder-Dundas. It was
obvious then that the Minister did ot



